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The Messy Middle 

Main Point:  Faith is forged on the journey through the messy middle.   
 
Point #1:  Disciples of Jesus should expect to experience suffering before glory.   

James 1:2-4 (NIV) - Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.  

 
Point #2:  Visions fade, God’s Word does not.   

Psalm 119:89 (NIV) - Your word, Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
 
Point #3:  “Prayer is the first work of God’s people.” – Alliance Core Value 

D.L Moody - Three Kinds of Faith: 

 A. Struggling Faith  

 B. Clinging Faith  

 C. Resting Faith  

 
Point #4:  It is not the amount of our faith, but the object of our faith that matters. 

Hebrews 6:1a (NLT) - So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ 
again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our 
understanding. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NLT) - Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge 
crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows 
us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 
endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on 
Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy 
awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated 
in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 
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Point #5:  Earnest disciples strive to embrace the whole Bible – not just the pleasant 

parts! 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

Philippians 3:10 (NIV) - I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

 
Point #6:  Trials are opportunities for transformation.     
 
Point #7:  Spiritual passivity breeds conformity to the world. Only intentional, applied 

faith will bring conformity to Christ.  

Romans 12:2 (NIV) - Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Romans 10:17 (NIV) - Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through the word about Christ. 

Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV) - “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate 
and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But 
small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  


