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Mark 7                 January 12-13, 2021 

Pursuing Jesus 

New Year’s Resolutions - tips for success from a life-coach:  

• Link New Year’s resolutions to a core value.   

• Embed New Year’s resolutions into something deeper than a behavior.  

• Make New Year’s resolutions S.M.A.R.T. Goals 

➢ Specific 

➢ Measurable 

➢ Attainable 

➢ Relevant  

➢ Time based 

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) - But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well. 

 
 
 
Main Point:  A person’s motivation for pursuing Jesus determines what they’ll 

receive.    
 
 
 
Point #1:  Jesus understood that external obedience grows out of internal 

allegiance.   
 
 
 
Point #2:  The lens you look through determines what you see.  

John 18:36 (NIV) - Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, 
my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But 
now my kingdom is from another place.” 
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Matthew 7:2 (NIV) - “. . . For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  
John 17:11 (NIV) - I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power 
of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are 
one 

 
 
 
Point #3:  Satan loves the label “them.”  

“The ugliest four-letter word in the English vocabulary is them. It is a word 
that separates and divides.”                                                       - William Pannell 

 
 
 
Point #4:  When we pray for “them” by name, we rip off the label.  

“Jesus sent no one away empty except those who were full of themselves.” 
                                                                                                      - Dwight L. Moody 

1 Peter 5:5b (NIV) - “God opposes the proud shows favor to the humble.”    

Psalm 138:6 (NLT) - Though the Lord is great, he cares for the humble, but 
he keeps his distance from the proud. 

 
 
 
Point #5:  Patience is active waiting. Passivity is unbelief disguised as submission.   
 
 
 
Point #6:  God doesn’t care about the prayers you don’t say but listens to the 

ones you do!  

“. . . When you perceive that you are being humiliated, look on it as the sign 
of a sure guarantee that grace is on the way.  Just as the heart if puffed up 
with pride before its destruction, so it is humiliated before being honored.” 
                                                                                                - Bernard of Clairvaux 

 


