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Mark 6:30-56           December 15-16, 2020 

The Snare of Small Faith 

Main Point:  Faith is like a muscle, the only way to grow it is to exercise it. 

John 15:5-6,8 (NIV) - I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and 
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you 
do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. . . This is to 
my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 

Eugene Peterson - A disciple is one who is apprenticed to our master, Jesus Christ. 
We are in a growing-learning relationship always. A disciple is a learner, but 
not in an academic setting of a schoolroom, rather at the work site of a 
craftsman.  We do not acquire information about God but skills in faith. 

- A Long Obedience in the Same Direction 
 
 
Point #1:  When Jesus saw the lost, He was filled with compassion, not irritation.  
 
 
 
Point #2:  Jesus didn’t see a problem, He saw people.   

Romans 10:17 (NIV) - Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word about Christ. 

 
 
Point #3:  Jesus knows the difference between what you think you need, and 

what you truly need.  

Psalm 139:1-4 (NIV) - You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.  You know 
when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern 
my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.  Before 
a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely. 
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Point #4:  Allowing Jesus to define your need is an exercise of faith. 
 
 
 
Point #5:  It is an act of faith to bring whatever you have to Jesus. He will make it 

enough. 
 
 
Point #6:  The world may offer good advice but only Jesus brings Good News.    

Dietrich Bonhoeffer - [False teachers offer] questions but no answers, distress 
with no relief, anguish of conscience but no deliverance, tears but no 
consolation, sin but no forgiveness. - The Cost of Discipleship          

Psalm 123:1 (NIV) - I lift up my eyes to you, to you who sit enthroned in heaven. 

R. Alan Cole - The life of a disciple is a constant experience of testing and 
deliverance. 

 
 
Point #7:  Sometimes following God means heading right into a storm.   
 
 
 
Point #8:  Jesus saw the disciple’s distress, and He sees yours too. 
 
 
 
Point #9:  Jesus is the compassionate Shepherd who will never leave His sheep.  
 
 
 
Point #10:  Jesus often uses storms as an invitation to a deeper understanding of 

who He is.   

How do we guard against small faith?   
1. Stay in the Word and rest in God’s character. 

 
 

2. Remind yourself of God’s faithfulness to you. 


