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WBS Lecture Notes           Elizabeth Daigle 
Mark 4:26-41          November 10-11, 2020 

Abundance in the Hidden and Hard  

Main Point:  Following Jesus requires courageous faith to remove hidden obstacles so we 
can grow in the hard places. 

 

Point #1:  What you believe dictates what you do; the soils are judged by what they produce.   

James 4:8 (NIV) - Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  

“The Kingdom of God is here . . . but it’s not like you thought it was going to be.”   [N.T. Wright] 

 

Point #2:  Farmer is confident the seed will grow. 

Galatians 6:7-9 (NIV) - Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps 
what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap 
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up. 

 

Point #3:  Farmer waits patiently for the seed to do what he cannot. 

James 5:7-8 (NIV) - Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. 
See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 
the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s 
coming is near. 

“Kingdom of God is unstoppable by human unbelief and unhelped by human effort. Humans 
can only respond when it invades their life.”  [Geddert/Garland] 

 

Point #4:  Like the seed, growth in the Kingdom of God is hidden as it takes root. 

 

Point #5:  When he recognizes the harvest, he immediately acts and so must we.  

Matthew 9:36-37 (NIV) - When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
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Point #6:  When our expectations of God clash with what He seems to be doing, we must 
choose to trust Him.  

 

Point #7:  Beginnings in the Kingdom of God are often dwarfed by endings.   

Zechariah 4:10 (NLT) - Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to 
see the work begin, . . .” 

Philippians 3:7-9 (NIV) - But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the 
sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 

1 Corinthians 3:6-9 (NLT) - I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, 
but it was God who made it grow. It’s not important who does the planting, or who 
does the watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed grow. The one who 
plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose. And both will 
be rewarded for their own hard work. For we are both God’s workers. And you are 
God’s field. You are God’s building. 

 

Point #8:  We must analyze our activity FOR God to make sure it is rooted in our trust IN God. 

 

Point #9:  Obedience to Jesus doesn’t keep you from hard places.  

 

Point #10:  Jesus didn’t send the disciples into the storm alone; He was right there with them.   

John 16:33 (NIV) - I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Romans 8:37-39 (NIV) - No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Point #11:  He is with you.  He is able.  And He is worth it. 


