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Mark 4:1-25                November 3-4, 2020 

Secrets and Softness 

Main Point:  The secrets of the Kingdom are revealed in the Word but only 
understood by those with open ears and soft hearts.   

Romans 10:17 (NIV) - Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. 

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) - But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

 

 

Point #1:  Spiritual understanding only comes through the Spirit’s revelation.   

1 Corinthians 2:14 (NIV) - The person without the Spirit does not accept the 
things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and 
cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit 

Mark 1:10 (NIV) - Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 
heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

Mark 1:15 (NIV) - “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has 
come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

 

 

Point #2:  Following Jesus begins with a determined decision to listen to Him.   

 

 

Point #3:  Spiritual understanding is not based on quickness of mind, but on 
softness of heart.   
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What happens to the seed that is sown? 

1. On the Path - 

2. On Rocky Ground - 

3. Into the Weeds - 

4. On Good Soil - 

Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. 

 

 

Point #4:  The soft-hearted welcome the Word - immediately, deeply, exclusively. 

1. Immediately -  

2. Deeply - 

3. Exclusively -  

 

 

Point #5:  Take heed to what you hear – listening is the key to fertile soil.  

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) - And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 

 

Point #6:  Understanding is a gift of God’s grace – a revelation of the Spirit that is 
unlocked by Jesus. 


