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Insiders and Outsiders 

Humans automatically divide the social landscape into in-groups and out-groups. 
- Nigel Barber PhD 

Matthew 18:3 (NIV) - . . . “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become 
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Main Point:  Jesus invites all into His Kingdom, but entrance is on His terms not ours.  

Three Groups Who Thought They Were “Insiders” With Jesus: 

1.     2.     3.     

 

 

Point #1:  When you follow Jesus, expect to be mocked and labeled by the 
“In-group” just like He was.   

 

 

Point #2:  Power will push you into a pit if you make it your master. 

Mark 10:45 (NIV) - For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Matthew 10:8b (NIV) - Freely you have received; freely give. 

1 Corinthians 11:1 (NLT) - And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ. 

 

 

Point #3:  Jesus demands we conform to His image.   

Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) - Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will. 
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Point #4:  You don’t just land in God’s family – you must choose to join it.  

Four Principles for “Insiders”: 

A. Sinners are welcomed “in” because no one needs to do anything to be   
worth God’s love. 

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) - You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare 
to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

B. Jesus doesn’t ignore sinful lifestyles – but knows a relationship with 
Him can transform anyone.   

Romans 2:4b (NIV) - . . . God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 
repentance. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 

C. Jesus invites all to come and completely rejects any system of rank or 
classification. 

John 3:16 (NIV) - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Galatians 3:28 (NIV) - There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 2:11 (ESV) - For God shows no partiality. 

D. Jesus’ power overrides all contamination and imports blessing and 
healing instead. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

 

Point #5:  Jesus will never give up on anyone! 


