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WBS Lecture Notes            Elizabeth Daigle 

Mark 1:1-20          October 6-7, 2020 

Following Jesus 

Main Point: Who you follow determines where you go. 

Ezekiel 36:27 (NIV) - And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow 
my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 

 

Mark’s Purpose for Writing: 

• Teach about who Jesus really was   

• Explain what it meant to follow Him  

Mark 1:1-6 (NIV) - The beginning of the good news about Jesus the 
Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:   

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way a voice 
of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.’’’ 

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and 
all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they 
were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. 

 

Who is Jesus? 

 

Why did He come? 

 

2 Corinthians 2:15-16 (NIV) - For we are to God the pleasing aroma of 
Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 
To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that 
brings life. And who is equal to such a task? 
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Point #1: Following Jesus requires more than remorse and good intentions; it 
requires a complete transfer of loyalty. (Mark 9:35, 10:43-35) 

Mark 10:43-45 (NIV) - ...Whoever wants to become great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.” 

Isaiah 53:12 (NLT) - I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, 
because he exposed himself to death.  He was counted among the rebels.  
He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels. 

Mark 1:10-11 (NIV) - Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 
heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

 

Point #2:  Following Jesus will take you to difficult places. 

Mark 1:12-13 (NIV) - At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 
and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was 
with the wild animals, and angels attended him 

 

Point #3: Expects the tests, submit to the tests, and watch for God when you’re 
taking the test.    

 

Point #4: We weren’t intended to follow on our own.   

 

Point #5: Jesus initiates, invites, and demands a response.   

John 6:44 (NIV) - “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 
draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 


