
	

MIDDLE	SCHOOL SMO	2022 
“Developing	great	commission	adults	by	providing	students	exposure	to	missions.”	
	
WHY	SMO’s?	
God	was,	is,	and	always	will	be	intentional.	He	has	a	plan	to	love,	save,	and	care	for	people	
(John	3:16).	He	has	a	plan	to	grow	and	transform	people	(2	Corinthians	3:18).	He	has	a	plan	
to	reach	out	to	us	and	other	people	–	and	we	are	a	part	of	that	plan	(Matthew	28:18-20,	1	
Peter	4:10).	
	

And	so,	we	look	forward	to	opportunities	to	Experience	God	and	play	a	part	in	
Expanding	His	Kingdom.	We	have	found	from	many	trips	to	several	different	continents	
that	the	‘expanding’	that	happens	is	both	personal	and	‘others’	oriented.	In	other	words,	
mission	trips	are	‘two-way’	trips.	We	go,	love	people,	and	we	are	transformed.	People	
encounter	a	group	of	students	sharing	Jesus	and	they	are	transformed.	It	is	with	this	
excitement	and	expectancy	of	experience	and	transformation	that	Student	Ministries	will	
be	having	a	SMO	trip	this	summer!	
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WHERE? 
Church	Location:		
2578	Sullivant	Ave,	Columbus,	OH	43204	
	
Service	Sites:	Columbus,	Ohio	in	the	Central	Hilltop	neighborhood.	
	

WHEN?	

Missions	Journey	to	Columbus:	 	 July	24-29,	2022 
	
	

WHAT? 
Partner	with	the	Christian	and	Missionary	Alliance	National	Office	and	Envision.	This	is	an	entry	level	trip	designed	
to	give	students	exposure	to	missions.	Throughout	the	week	we	will	be	engaging	in	various	service	projects.	
Projects	include	vacation	Bible	school,	light	construction	and	home	repair,	school	cleaning	and	organizing,	and	
helping	local	meal	services.		
	

	

WHO? 
	

MIDDLE	SCHOOL:	Current	6th	-	7th	grade	students.	An	application	and	interview	process	is	required.	Applying	does	
not	guarantee	that	student	can	participate	in	this	trip.	
	
	

COST? 
	
$250.00	
	
Each	person	must	commit	to	raising	the	full	amount.	Fund-raising	opportunities	will	be	provided,	but	each	person	
will	need	to	secure	funds	independent	of	SM-sponsored	fundraisers.	Limited	needs-based	scholarships	are	
available,	but	must	be	requested	during	the	application	and	interview	process	only. 

 
SM FUNDRAISERS? 
	
	
Hoagie	Sale	
April	3rd-	Hoagie	Sale	Launch	
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RAISING FUNDS 
Student	Ministries	may	provide	fund	raising	opportunities	for	you	to	earn	money	to	apply	to	your	trip.	However,	
you	should	NOT	expect	to	raise	all	the	funds	necessary	through	SM	fund-raising	events.	You	will	need	to	work	
independently	to	raise	additional	funds.	
	
Fund	raising	ideas:	
• Neighborhood	bake	sale	
• Garage	sale	
• Mowing	lawns	and	landscaping	
• Babysitting	

	
	
TIP:	Don’t	forget	about	email	and	social	media	channels	to	easily	connect	with	people	and	ask	them	to	help	with	
your	trip.	
	
Important	Fund	Raising	Notes	
• Each	person	must	commit	to	raising	the	full	amount.	Limited	needs-based	scholarships	are	available,	but	must	be	
requested	during	the	application	and	interview	process	only.	

• Several	fund	raising	deadlines	are	noted	on	the	calendar.	Pay	attentions	to	these	deadlines,	so	you	don’t	fall	
behind.	

• Funds	are	not	refundable.	If	you’re	unable	to	go	on	the	trip,	any	funds	that	you	raise	will	be	used	by	the	summer	
mission’s	opportunity.	

	
Sending	a	Prayer/Financial	Support	Letter	
One	of	the	primary	ways	to	raise	funds	for	this	trip	is	to	write	a	letter	and	send	to	family,	friends,	neighbors,	church	
members,	teachers,	etc…	You	should	not	feel	weird	about	asking	people	to	contribute	to	your	trip.	Many	will	
consider	it	a	blessing	to	help	you.	And,	a	fund-raising	letter	isn’t	only	about	raising	money.	It’s	also	a	chance	to	ask	
others	to	pray	for	you	throughout	this	experience.	
	
Tips	for	writing	a	Prayer/Financial	Support	Letter	
1.	See	YouthWorks	tips	for	writing	a	good	letter	on	the	following	pages.	
2.	Your	letter	must	contain	the	following	instructions.	
	

If you would like to contribute financially, there are two ways to give. 
1. Donate online 
Go to www.acac.net and click on the GIVE link at the top.  
On the GIVE page, click the “New/One-Time Giving” button. 
Enter the amount of your contribution and select fund: “3 SMOs: Columbus, Ohio” 
Very important: Enter “Jane Smith” in the memo field. 
 
2. Donate by check 
Please make check payable to Allegheny Center Alliance Church.  
Very important: Write “SMO 2022 for Jane Smith” in the memo line. 

Mail to:  
Allegheny Center Alliance Church 
250 East Ohio Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15212	

	
	
	
	

	 	

• Help	around	the	house	
• Car	wash	
• Plant/Flower	sale	
• Candy	sale	
	

• Rake	leaves	
• Shovel	snow	
• Ask	for	money	for		
Christmas	or	birthdays	

• Save	your	allowance	money	
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Mission trip support letters are easy to write if you know what to include. The following are some quick tips 
on what to put in, what to avoid and how to share your mission trip support letter. 
  
But first, let’s make sure you know why you’re writing a support letter. When you write a support letter, 
you’re doing way more than just asking for money and prayer – you’re inviting someone to participate in your 
trip. While they won’t be hopping in the van with you, they will be filling the vital role of providing support in 
your mission trip experience. Keep this in mind as you write and send your support letters. 
 

10 WRITING TIPS 
 

1. Keep it short. One page is plenty. Two pages 
should be your maximum. Quality trumps quantity. 
  
2. Make it look good. First impressions matter. If 
designing documents isn’t your cup of tea, find a 
friend who can help. Including a picture of you or 
your team is an easy win. 
  
3. Proofread it. Errers are fairly noticeabl… and 
often avoidable. Have someone help you by reading 
your letter for any errors before you hit PRINT. 
   
4. Don’t forget the details. Where is the trip? 
What are the dates? What will you be doing? Is 
there a send-off service beforehand? How much 
money are you trying to raise? If they want to 
donate money, where do they send it and who are 
checks made out to? A great way to ask for money 
is to suggest a couple options for dollar amounts 
(e.g. “I recommend a gift of $50, $100 or $150, but 
of course, any amount is more than welcome.”) 
 

You should also include whether or not donations are tax 
deductible. Ask your church if gifts qualify. Also, many 
qualifying organizations recommend that checks have 
nothing written on the Memo line as it can jeopardize the 
gift’s tax deductible status. If the gift qualifies as tax 
deductible you might write something like this: “Gifts are tax 
deductible. You can make checks out to ABC Church, but 
please do not write anything on the Memo line as this could 
jeopardize your gift’s tax deductible status.” 
 
5. Be interesting. Share about what you are 
doing, the place you are going and the people you 
will be with, but don’t drag out your letter with 
tons of minute details. (YouthWorks provides a 
Community Info Sheet for each of our 
communities; you might include some of those 

details about the community you’re headed to in 
your support letter.) 
  
6. Make it personal. People want to support you! 
Don’t send a generic letter from the team when 
you can send a personal letter from you. While 
you might share some details about your team, also 
include what your hopes, fears and needs are. 
 
7. Don’t just write a “fundraising 
letter.” Support is so much more than people’s 
money. At the same time, there is nothing to be 
ashamed about when offering people the 
opportunity to be generous. If asking for money 
is part of the support you need, make it secondary 
to asking for prayer. Even if people can’t contribute 
financially, they can certainly still support you. 
  
8. Ask for prayer. And be specific when you do. 
Give them 4 or 5 things they can pray for, for 
example: the community and ministries you are 
visiting, your team, your travels, etc. (If you wrote 
a team covenant, there is probably some great 
things to pray for in there!) 
  
9. Be humble and respectful. Don’t make the 
place you’re headed seem destitute in an effort to 
make your trip sound more significant. Remember 
that Jesus is the hero, not your team. Use language 
that honors what God is already up to in the place 
you are headed. Use phrases like, “serve 
alongside,” “partner with” and “learn from.” 
  
10. Say thank you. A great way to end your 
letter is with gratefulness for the people you are 
asking to partner with you in this mission trip. 
Thank them in advance for whatever way they 
choose to support you.  

HOW TO CREATE A GREAT 

SUPPORT LETTER 
youthworks.com 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR  
SENDING YOUR LETTER 
 

Think about when to send. A good timeframe for many mission trip teams is about 3 or 4 months before 
your trip. Consider that you don’t want to send it so early people forget about the trip by the time you go, but 
you also want prayer for your team’s preparation process, not just the actual trip. Also, consider when you 
need financial support to arrive and plan accordingly. 
  
Intentionally pick your people. Don’t forward your support letter to all your Facebook friends. Instead, 
take 10 or 20 minutes to think through whom you should send your support letter to. A few groups of people 
to consider include family, friends (even if they don’t have money to give you), people you know from church, 
people you know from school, people you want to invite to know you better, etc. 
  
Don’t overload someone. When requesting financial support, coordinate with your team to make sure the 
same family in your church doesn’t receive 20 letters from 20 different mission trippers. 
  
Use snail mail. It’s easy to forget the attachment to a Facebook message, but there’s something meaningful 
about getting a support letter in the mail. When you put it in an envelope you could even include a separate 
picture asking for prayer during your trip. Who knows – you might wind up on someone’s fridge. J 
  
Consider print quality. If you’re printing your letter or picture, make sure you use a printer that doesn’t 
make your letter look like it’s from the 1980s. Maybe your church or a friend can help, and if not them, invest 
a little money at a local print shop. It’s worth the extra trouble. 
   
Sending support letters is an important part of your mission trip process. They begin a story that you get to 
continue telling after the trip! Include others in your story by writing a really great support letter. 
  
 
On the next page, you can find an example support letter that demonstrates many of the ideas listed in this resource, 
please feel free to copy and adapt content as needed.  
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SAMPLE LETTER 
 

 

	

	

Dear	Family	and	Friends:	
I	have	the	fantastic	opportunity	this	summer	to	go	to	Milwaukee	on	a	short-term	missions	trip	with	
my	youth	group	from	Allegheny	Center	Alliance	Church.	
	
From	July	8	to	July	14,	we	will	in	Milwaukee,	Wisconsin	to	work	with	an	organization	called	
YouthWorks	to	service	communities	in	the	area.	I	will	have	the	opportunity	to	plan	and	lead	kids	
programming	for	children,	including	Bible	lessons,	games,	crafts	and	reading.	We	may	even	facilitate	
sports-based	programming	for	community	youth	groups.	I	am	excited	to	see	how	God	will	challenge	
me	through	this	trip.	
	
Please	pray	for	my	youth	group	and	me.	Here	are	several	ways	you	can	pray:	

1. Pray	for	safety	and	good	health	as	we	travel	from	Pittsburgh	to	Wisconsin	and	around	the	
Milwaukee	area.		

2. Pray	that	I	grow	in	my	relationship	with	God.	I	want	to	trust	Him	more	with	the	big	and	
small	things	in	my	life.	

3. Pray	that	I	can	serve	other	people	humbly—especially	those	that	might	be	different	from	me.	
4. Pray	that	God	will	expand	my	understanding	of	how	I	can	be	a	part	of	God’s	work.	
5. Pray	that	I	can	raise	the	necessary	funds	to	participate	on	the	trip.	

	
In	addition	to	prayer	support,	financial	support	is	essential	to	my	ability	to	take	this	trip.	I	am	
mowing	lawns	and	saving	all	my	allowance.	I	will	be	participating	in	several	fund-raising	events	at	
my	church.		Will	you	please	consider	sharing	in	this	opportunity	with	me	as	the	Lord	leads	you	to	
pray	and	give?	
	
The	cost	of	the	trip	is	$450.	This	includes	travel,	lodging,	and	food.	Note:	All	contributions	are	tax-
deductible.	
	
If	you	would	like	to	contribute	financially,	there	are	two	ways	to	give.	

1. Donate	online	
Go	to	www.acac.net	and	click	on	the	GIVE	link	at	the	top.		
On	the	GIVE	page,	click	the	“New/One-Time	Giving”	button.	
Enter	the	amount	of	your	contribution	and	select	fund:	“3	SMOs:SummerYouthMissions”	
Very	important:	Enter	“Jane	Smith”	in	the	memo	field.	
	
2. Donate	by	check	
Please	make	check	payable	to	Allegheny	Center	Alliance	Church.		
Very	important:	Write	“SMO	2018	for	Jane	Smith”	in	the	memo	line.	

Mail	to:		
Allegheny	Center	Alliance	Church	
250	East	Ohio	Street		
Pittsburgh,	PA	15212	

	
Thank	you	so	much	for	your	consideration.	I	look	forward	to	sharing	about	my	trip	with	you		
when	I	return.	
	
In	Christ,	
	
Jane	Smith	

	



 

Page 7 

NEXT STEPS 
1. Prayerfully	consider	participating	on	this	summer	mission	opportunity.	

	
2. Review	the	SMO	2022	Application—including	the	Financial	Agreement	and	Mission	Trip	Covenant.	

	
3. Complete	and	sign	the	Application,	Agreement,	and	Covenant	and	turn	in	to	Pastor	Joe	or	Pastor	Joel,		

Application	deadline	is	Sunday,	April	3rd,	2022	
	

4. Write	a	fund-raising	letter	and	begin	sending	to	family	and	friends.	
	

5. Start	praying:	
-	Pray	that	God	will	expand	your	heart	for	missions	throughout	this	journey,	that	you’ll	encounter	God	in	
unexpected	ways,	and	that	you’ll	love	people	better. 
-	Pray	that	people	will	enthusiastically	support	your	trip	with	prayer	and	funds.	
-	Pray	for	trip	planning	and	preparations.	
	

As	we	get	closer	to	the	trip,	we	will	provide	more	details	about	schedules	and	packing.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


