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Students and Parents: 

“Developing great commission adults by providing 
students exposure to missions.” 
 

God was, is, and always will be intentional. He has a plan to love, save, and care for 
people (John 3:16). He has a plan to grow and transform people (2 Corinthians 3:18). He has a 
plan to reach out to us and other people – and we are a part of that plan (Matthew 28:18-20). 
 

And so, we look forward to opportunities to Experience God and play a part in 
Expanding His Kingdom. We have found from many trips to several different continents that 
the ‘expanding’ that happens is both personal and ‘others’ oriented. In other words, mission 
trips are ‘two-way’ trips. We go, love people, and we are transformed. People encounter a 
group of students from Pittsburgh and they are transformed. It is with this excitement and 
expectancy of experience and transformation that Student Ministries launches the trip details 
for Summer 2020. 
  

For students currently in 10th through 12th grade. The Envision site in the Dominican 
has the great privilege of partnering with the Dominican Alliance church and helping to create 
healthy, growing churches.  During the next couple of summers, the site will partner with the national 
church to build a national church camp.  Envision DR also has the privilege of working in sports 
ministry, children's ministry, hosting medical teams, as well as many other things that are all run 
through the local church.  The children's ministry includes a great working relationship with 
Compassion International and One Child Matters. This Envision site focuses on: 

Ø Church Partnership 
Ø Social Justice 
Ø Medical Teams 
Ø Teaching English  
Ø Sports Outreach 
Ø Leadership Development 

 
We hope you will journey with us as we experience God and expand His kingdom! 
           
Your Student Ministry staff, 
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Introduction
ABOUT THE SITE
We are looking forward to hosting you and showing you the many exciting things that God 
is doing here in the DR. Envision DR is situated in Santiago. Santiago de los Caballeros 
(English: Saint James of the Gentlemen) is the second largest metropolis in the Dominican 
Republic, located in the north-central region of the Republic known as Cibao Valley. Being 
able to live in the culture, with the people, and ministering to those around you is an 
accurate representation of what international workers do. We want your experience to have 
sustainable impact on the Kingdom as you work with the overseas team. With your help, we 
can come alongside the National Church, giving the Dominicans resources that will help 
them in reaching their communities. We want to give them a sense of ownership, by helping 
rather than doing it all. You can come and fall in love with God’s people in the DR, working 
alongside pastors, and people of the churches. 

MINISTRY PHOTOGRAPHY
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Site Coordinators Brandon and Bethany Nutter have been serving with 
Envision since the spring of 2014. Originally serving as site associates, 
the Nutters moved into the site coordinator role in early 2015. Brandon 
and Bethany both experienced a call to missions during their high school 
years and both were deeply impacted by serving as interns in Peru and 
France respectively during college. Being Alliance missionaries has been a 
dream of theirs almost since their initial call into missions. During 2013, 
the Nutters learned more about Envision and the great impact it is having 
around the world and knew that it was a great fit for them. Before serving 
with Envision, Brandon was an Alliance pastor for 10 years in two different 
churches as a youth/associate pastor, and Bethany was a middle- school 
teacher for 6 of those years. While in the pastorate, the Nutters led multiple 
short-term trips overseas because of the great value they saw in how it 
impacted their church members’ lives. 

The littlest team members are Andrew, Benjamin and Lily Nutter. They 
love having teams and interns come to the site, and jumping in on all the 
activities. They are quickly becoming the experts on the field. 

MEET THE TEAM
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General Information
TEAM COSTS
The cost is $725 per individual on the ground in the country for 7 days. The in-country 
expenses cover meals, lodging, transportation, construction materials and tools for your 
work projects, most ministry and media equipment for your ministries, Spanish translation 
help, and travel insurance. Airfare and tourist visas are not included. 

INTERN COSTS
The general cost is $950 per intern on the ground in the country for one month. The 
in-country expenses cover meals, lodging, laundry, transportation, Spanish tutoring 
(except summer months), and travel insurance. Airfare and visas are not included.  
In addition to the monthly cost, there will be a one-time fee of $455 for international 
travel insurance; if your internship is over 6 months. For internships under 180 days, the 
international travel insurance would be a one-time fee of $53. 

HOUSING & FOOD
Teams 
We provide a clean and secure stay while you visit us in the Dominican Republic.  We 
house all teams in a dorm-style building within the city which allows for us and you to 
build community with your team. Bottom sheets and pillows are provided, but please 
bring your own towel, top sheet and pillow case.  There is no air conditioning, but there 
are fans in the rooms.  There is also no laundry facility, so please pack enough for your 
7-days here.  Interns live in the dorm with you to help you with any needs or questions you 
might have, and there is also 24-hour security for the property. We also offer great food no 
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matter how large your team is. For breakfast, the dorm staff serves a variety of American 
and Dominican items for breakfast such as french toast, eggs, sausage, mangu, fresh 
natural juices, coffee and more. Lunch is our most basic meal, as we eat on the job site. 
We pack lunches in igloo coolers before we leave in the morning with sandwiches, cookies, 
chips & veggies. Dinner is our favorite meal as the local staff prepares some of our favorite 
Dominican meals.  We can accommodate many allergies, but we must know specifics 
ahead of time and always suggest that those team members come with their own snacks to 
fill in any gaps.

Interns  
If you’re coming while we have teams, housing and food will be the same as for teams.  
When we don’t have teams, interns will live with the Envision staff in our homes.  You will 
need to bring your own twin sheets and towels for your internship.  You can do laundry at 
our homes, including once a week when we have teams.  You will be given a weekly food 
stipend, which you can use to buy groceries and cook or order food locally.  We eat many 
of our meals together each week, but you should come knowing how to cook your own 
basic meals.

AIRPORT & ARRIVAL INFORMATION
You’ll need to book your flight on your own. Prices for tickets will vary. Your final destination 
will be Cibao International Airport (STI). Make sure that you select the correct airport, as 
there will be a transportation fee if you fly into one of the other DR airports, as well as the 
potential of a lost day. Also, if at all possible, please avoid arrivals and departures between 
1 and 6 a.m. 

When you arrive, there will be an Envision team member to pick you up. If it is not Brandon, 
we will send you a photo of the person coming. When you get off the plane, come down the 
stairs and buy your $10 tourist visas before going through customs. You will then get your 
luggage and come outside to find the person picking you up. Do not allow anyone outside of 
your group to handle your luggage, and do not stray far from the exit of the airport. 
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VISAS
You do not need to do anything ahead of time for a 7-day missions trip. Upon arrival at the 
airport, you will purchase tourist visas at $10/person. It is also very important for you to 
let the Embassy know you and/or your group will be traveling through the DR. Before you 
depart, take time to register at https://travelregistration.state.gov/. 

For interns staying longer than four weeks: Check the expiration date on your passport. If it 
expires within six months of returning home, the DR may not issue you a visa. To apply for a 
Dominican visa, you can go to the Travel Document Systems website (www.traveldocs.com).  

MONEY
Groups may want to bring spending money for souvenirs and snacks. The dorms are 
located next door to a Baskin Robbins and there are corner stores all over. The currency 
is Dominican pesos. You can exchange dollars at the airport or the market if time allows.  
Interns, consider bringing money for optional excursions, meals out, souvenirs, snacks. 

COMMUNICATIONS
There is wifi for team leaders only. We limit access due to slow speeds and so teams will 
be fully present and engaged. Our cells have the ability to call the US, and can be used in 
emergencies. 
For interns, cell phones will work in the DR. If you have an unlocked SIM card operated 
phone, you can buy a prepaid Dominican SIM card and use your phone while here. You 
can also add an international plan to your phone. Talk to your provider about this.

HEALTH & VACCINATIONS
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has health recommendations and requirements for 
travel. For more details check out their website (www.cdc.gov) or contact your local health 
department. See your doctor at least 4-6 weeks before your trip. 

Recommended Vaccines: 

1. Hepatitis A  
2. Hepatitis B  
3. Typhoid  
4. Booster doses for Tetanus-Diphtheria and Measles 

COLLAGE 1 COLLAGE 2
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Packing List
• Clothes (see below)

• Jacket or warm sweatshirt for evenings

• Comfortable walking shoes 

• Flip flops (shower shoes)

• Swimsuit (1-piece or covering tankini)

• Beach towel

• Toiletries

• Sunscreen

• Bugspray

• Top sheet (twin size)

• Pillowcase

• Hand sanitizer

• Prescription meds

• Pain, allergy, digestion, nausea meds

• Work gloves, shoes, hat

• Flashlight, extra batteries

• Nonperishable snacks

• Alarm clock

• Camera

• Water bottle

• Bible, journal, pen

• Spending money in USD

SUGGESTED DRESS CODE
People in the DR are much more conservative than the US. To be effective in ministry, 
we must respect our Dominican brothers and sisters. We set aside our dress and customs 
and adopt those of the country we serve. We will make team members change if need be. 
Understand we aren’t trying to be legalistic or restrict individuality, it’s just that particular 
appearances here don’t say the same thing as they do in the US.  

For both genders, we have a “shoulders to knees” policy. This means no tank tops, sleeveless 
or cut-off shirts, and shorts must actually come down to the knee (fingertip length not 
acceptable). This applies universally. The only exceptions are beach day and dorm bedrooms. 

No body piercing (all piercings for guys and all except earrings for girls must be removed).

No tight-fitting clothes (including yoga pants or leggings).  

Prayer walks and church: Girls, a dress or a nice shirt with pants/skirt and sandals or clean 
shoes. Guys, pants with a short sleeve button-up/polo and clean shoes (no sandals).   

Construction: Jeans/shorts with t-shirts and work shoes. Expect to get dirty.

VBS or English classes: Pants/shorts with a t-shirt and clean shoes/sandals. Girls can wear 
a dress or skirt. If your construction clothes are clean, you can wear those in the afternoon.  
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Ministry
With Santiago as our ministry location, we are able to reach about 40 different Alliance 
churches within a one-hour radius. Our desire is to continue to partner with those churches by 
providing much needed resources, evangelizing in their communities and coming alongside 
them to disciple the believers. We do this by providing English classes, prayer ministries, 
improving physical buildings, children ministries, helping develop long-term partnerships 
between U.S. churches and Dominican churches, supporting church plants, and bringing 
gifted short-term teams who can provide a number of different skill sets. 

In the Santiago region, we also have the great privilege of partnering with the national 
church by helping develop and build a national camp. Having a church camp has been a 
dream of the Alliance for over 30 years. Some of the founders of the Alliance who are now 
with the Lord, prayed from the beginning, that God would give them a camp. The summer of 
2015, we were able to break ground. As the camp takes form, we want to assist the national 
church not only with the physical building, but the development of the camp as a whole.
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Schedule
TEAMS
We provide a unique schedule with multifaceted ministries and cultural proximity, where 
teams work alongside national workers. Here is an example of what your time may look like:

Saturday Team arrives. If time, a trip to the Monument and Market. 
Pizza dinner and orientation.

Sunday Breakfast, and church all day including lunch with the pastor, 
prayer and community time. 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday

Morning devotions and breakfast before work at the 
construction site. Lunch eaten on site. Afternoon spent doing 
various ministries (VBS, sports, prayer walks, medical...). 
Dinner back at the dorms, follow by debrief. 

Thursday Extended devotions and prayer time, followed by breakfast 
and an all day beach trip. Free night for team, including 
dinner plans. Envision staff have an evening meeting.

Friday Morning devotions and breakfast before work at the 
construction site. Lunch eaten on site. Dinner and a 
community event at the church in the evening.

Saturday Breakfast, devotions, and final team debrief before departure.

INTERNSact Info
Your schedule will be determined by the ministries you are asked to be involved with and 
will sometimes involve working alongside teams that visit throughout your internship. 
During the summer, our interns’ primary responsibilities are with the short-term teams. 
This includes investing in the teams, leading work sites, leading ministry sites, keeping 
track of the facility and supplies, and other responsibilities. Our mid-term interns will be 
invested in ministries that fit their gifting and time frame in and alongside local churches. 
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Cultural Sensitivity
The Alliance has had an active presence in the Dominican Republic since the mid-1960s 
when Dominicans living in New York, along with other Hispanic immigrants, sacrificially 
gave of their time and resources to take the Christ-centered message of the C&MA to their 
homeland. The church took root and grew, even with the absence of trained pastors or 
international workers. 

In the 1980s, The Alliance sent full-time international workers to the country to work 
alongside Dominican believers to provide much-needed leadership and theological training 
and to expand the church into people groups with little evangelical presence. 

Today, Alliance workers are involved in a variety of ministries, in many cases working 
alongside Dominican believers to build Christian communities throughout the country. 

From the very roots of the Dominican Alliance Church, the US Alliance has had a deep 
bond with our brothers and sisters. Envision has the unique privilege of deepening and 
strengthening those bonds by bringing short-term teams to partner with and assist the local 
church, as well as take the gospel to every part of the island that has yet to be reached. 

MINISTRY PHOTOGRAPHY



* Tentative flight cost.  
** Portion to help support leaders costs associated with taking students. This allows the students to assume some 
ownership in helping their volunteer leaders lead them in this experience. 

      
Envision Dominican Republic * $730 

Devotionals $10 

Flights* – $900 

 $150 

 $50 

Trip Costs $60 

  

Total $1,900 

 

      
July 25  Travel Day; Arrival in Dominican 

Republic 

July 26 Church service, meet the Pastors, 

and time in the community 

July 27-29 
Morning devotions. Construction 

work in the morning. VBS, sports, 

and prayer in the afternoon. 

July 30 Extended Morning Devos, Beach 

Day, Debrief Night over dinner 

July 31 
Morning devotions. Construction 

work in the morning. VBS, sports, 

and prayer in the afternoon. 

Aug 1 Breakfast, Devotions and Return to 

Pittsburgh 

 

 
 
 
 

How to register 
The entire SMO Application should be completed, signed, and returned with a “non-refundable” 

deposit of $150.  All forms and deposit should be turned into Student Ministries by December 
1, 2019. Every student applicant will be interviewed after application submission. The 

interview is to review their application, understanding of the requirements and commitment to 

the trip and team.  

Please fill out and return all the forms listed below: 

ü Student Ministries Mission Trip Application Form 

ü Student & Parent Financial Memo 

ü Mission Trip Covenant 

ü Student Ministries Medical Release Form  

 

 

Cost Breakdown:         Trip Schedule: 
      
   
   

 
 

 

 
 
  

Leader Support** 

 Envision – Dominican Republic 
Dates: July 25th – August 1st, 2020 

Current 10th – 12th grades 
 Cost: $1900 

Travel Food 



	
 

2020	Summer	Mission	Opportunities	–	Parent	Calendar	
	 	 Envision	Dominican	Republic	Timeline	and	Key	Dates	

The bolded dates are considered necessary and mandatory in order for students to best prepare 
for this experience. Missing any of these scheduled dates must be pre-approved by the trip 
leader.    

October 

□ 10/20/19 –Launch Summer Mission Opportunities 

December 

□ 12/1/19  – Deadline to submit applications with deposit 

February 

□ 2/2/2020 –SMO Missions Journey #1 | 2nd Floor Whiteside (12:45pm-2:45pm) 

□ 2/2/2020 – Launch Pancake Breakfast Ticket Sales 

March 

□ 3/13-3/14 – Famine 

□ 3/22/20 –Return all Pancake Breakfast tickets 

□ 3/29/20 - Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser (@ACAC) 

April 

□ 4/5/2020 – Launch: Hoagie Sale Fundraiser 

□ 4/24-4/26 - HS Breakaway Retreat (Beulah Beach, OH) 

May 

□ 5/9/2020 –Community Care Day & Hoagie #2 Pick Up 

June 

□ 6/3/2020 – SMO Concert of Prayer & Ice Cream Social (All trips) 

□ 6/14/2020 - Missions Journey #2 

July 

□ 7/1/2020 – 100% of trip finances due 

□ 7/12/2020 – Missions Journey #3 

□ 7/25-8/1 - Envision Dominican Republic  

Please communicate any potential schedule conflicts as soon as possible to  
Pastor Joe  Joe.Oliver@acac.net or Jane Eichenlaub @ Jane.Eichenlaub@acac.net  

 



     Mission Trip Application  

 
Personal Information 

Full Name:           

Address:               Home Phone:      

City:        Cell Phone:                   

State:    Zip:      Date of Birth:      / /  

      MALE          FEMALE Age:     Grade:          School :     

T-Shirt Size (Adult): S   M   L   XL   XXL  Email:       

       Social Media:  which are you using -  

       ___Facebook  __ Snapchat ___ Instagram   

Family Information 

Mom’s Name:     _ Dad’s Name:       

Cell Phone:        Cell Phone:       

Email:      ______  Email:       

 

 Mission Trip Experience  
Please list any previous summer trips you have attended with ACAC:      
              

              

Are you considering full time ministry or missionary service?       Yes (   )        No (   ) 

Ministry Involvement 

Would you be willing to give a devotional or speak on the trip?   Yes (   )        No (   ) 

Do you sing? Yes (   )  No (   )     Would you do special music on the trip? Yes (   )        No (   ) 

Please list any special skills, abilities, or interests you think would be helpful on this mission trip:  

(e.g., puppets, drama, guitar, dance, sports, musical, children’s ministry, media, carpentry, etc.)  
             

             

              

              

Can we text 
you?  Y   N 

□ Envision:	
Dominican	
Republic 

 
□ Charleston,	WV	
□ LIFE	201						Kansas	
City,	MO	

 
 



    Personal Testimony 

Please write when and how you became a follower of Christ. This would include what some of 
the important things were that helped you make the decision.  
             
             
             
             
             
              
 

Each of us has different habits when it comes to devotions or “quiet times” with God.  Please 
share your current habits of spending time with God through prayer and time in His Word.  

             
             
              

 
Please write a little about some of the things you are learning about yourself and your 
relationship to Jesus – either during devotions, at youth group, growth group, church, or 
wherever you encounter God on a regular basis. 

              
             
             
             
              

 
There are many great reasons to go on a summer missions experience – please list your top 2: 

1.                                                        

2.   .                                                     
 

 Please list 3 hopes or expectations you have for this mission experience. 

1.          
2.          
3.           



Student & Parent Financial Memo  

 
For the Student: 

 
By signing this application, I understand that I (and my parents) am responsible for my deposit 
and inevitably the full cost of my trip. The money I raise covers, travel cost, food, lodging, 
ministry expenses and designated activities. I am responsible for my passport and the 
immunizations necessary for my particular mission opportunity. Any souvenirs purchased are at 
my cost. I understand that the amount of my participation in fundraising will affect my overall 
portion of the proceeds raised. At the end of fundraising, if the money raised is not enough to 
cover the trip, I will be responsible for paying the difference.  
 
If, for some reason, I do not ultimately participate on the mission trip to which I have been 
accepted, I am responsible for any fees incurred as a result of my cancellation.  
 
If I do not raise enough money to pay for my trip, I may not be able to go. Any money raised will 
be applied to the current trip or materials needed.  
 

Student Signature:       Date:     
 
For the Parents: 
 
By signing this application I (the parent) understand that my family is responsible to support my 
child monetarily, physically, spiritually, and emotionally. I promise to help my son/daughter in 
raising the funds and trip preparations. I understand that we are responsible to cover the cost of 
the trip if the funds are not fully raised by fundraisers.  
 
I promise to help keep track of times and dates to insure that my child is on time to meetings and 
events. I will do everything in my power to keep the leadership of the trip appraised of any 
conflicts or issues. I understand that my child may be asked to give up their spot on the trip if we 
fail to meet the minimum requirements.  
 
Finally, I understand that my participation and encouragement is vital to the overall group 
mentality. I agree to support my child and the mission group in this mission trip in every way 
that I can.  
 

Parent Signature(s):       Date:     

          Date:    

        



Mission Trip Covenant 

 
I recognize and accept the following conditions for our short-term 

mission experience. If accepted as a member of this ACAC Mission team, I understand and 
agree to: 
 
□ I promise to fully participate in all meetings, scheduled trainings, community building dates, 

and other special gatherings as listed on the trip details page. Missing any scheduled dates 
must be pre-approved by my trip leader. If I fail to meet these requirements, I understand 
that I may be asked to give my spot to another participant who can cover the requirements. 

 

□ I will make every effort to be an example of Christ before others with my attitude, actions, 
speech and social media interactions. I will maintain a positive attitude during all meetings 
and events leading up to and during the trip. 

 

□ I agree to participate regularly in weekend worship services with Student Ministries, ACAC 
adult church, or my home church. If my home church is other than ACAC, then I must 
regularly participate in other SM ministries (BLAST, IGNITE, Journey Groups, etc) 

 

□ I agree to participate in and complete any devotionals to be distributed at a later date. 
 

□ I will respect, obey and follow the direction of the trip leaders and other authorities at all 
times – leading up to and during the trip. 

 

□ I will adhere to any dress codes established for activities and during the trip. I understand 
that dress codes vary depending on the local culture and what is considered appropriate. 
 

□ I will lay aside expectations of American standards regarding personal conveniences, food, 
sleeping accommodations, dress, travel, media, etc. Serving Christ in a foreign environment 
will require living outside of our cultural norms. 

 

□ I will abstain from making derogatory comments or arguments regarding people, politics, 
sports, religion, race, or traditions while on the mission trip.  

 

□ I understand that housing may be cramped and uncomfortable; the environment may be 
difficult, food may be different and limited, and the schedule tiring.  

 

□ I understand that if I do not follow the above commitments that Student Ministry Leadership 
may choose to disqualify me from participation thereby forfeiting my deposit. 

 

Print Name:        

Signature:        Date:     



  
Student Permission / Medical Release Form 

 
Student Name _________________________  Grade _____  

Street  __________________________________   City _______________________        Zip ________ 
Birth Date: __________   Home Phone _______________ Cell Phone ________________ 
 

 

Please read and initial each item listed below: 
____  My initials certify that the student named on this form has my permission to participate in Summer Missions 
Opportunities (SMO) 2020 with ACAC Student Ministries. 
 

____  My initials certify that the student named on this form is in good health and fully able to participate in Summer 
Missions Opportunities (SMO) 2020 with ACAC Student Ministries. 
 

____  My initials indicate that we will update the ACAC Student Ministries office if there are any changes in emergency 
contact(s) or medical conditions from one event to another. 

 

ACAC Student Ministries will make every effort to provide safe conditions with adequate adult supervision.  We are 
always interested in providing a safe event in every way and in the spiritual, physical, and mental development of 
your student(s).  To help us do so, please complete the following information. 
 

Please list any special food limitations that will require a special diet. ______________________________________ 
Please list any medical allergies or conditions that may be relevant to a physician in the event of an emergency 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please list medication(s) being taken by your student?  Please include anti-depression or other behavioral medications. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please list any medical concerns or limitations that our staff should be aware of?    
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Medical Insurance Company: _________________________________         Group / Policy #:  ______________________ 

Medical Prescription Policy#: _________________________________          check if you do not have health insurance 
Date of student’s last tetanus shot:  ___________________________ 

 

In the event of an emergency, please give the name of an Authorized/Designated Individual to make emergency decisions 
 

Name      ___________________________________ Home Phone _________________Cell Phone _________________ 

Address   ____________________________________________ Relationship: __________________ 
 

My signature indicates that, in the event of an emergency and in the event that (1) a parent/legal guardian or the Authorized/Designated Individual 
identified above cannot be reached; or (2) immediate medical attention is necessary, I consent to have the Allegheny Center Alliance Church 
staff/leaders act in my behalf and I hereby grant my permission for emergency treatment to be administered until a parent/legal guardian or 
Authorized/Designated Individual identified above can be reached.  I agree not to hold Allegheny Center Alliance Church, or any staff/leaders, liable 
for decisions or any emergency medical treatment made under this authorization, for any accident or loss to the student however caused. 

 
My signature indicates that I have read, and do agree to the conditions listed above, and that I have included any necessary 
information regarding my student(s).     
  
__________________________ __________________________ ____________  ___________________  ________ 
Printed name of    Signature of   Relationship Work Phone#  Cell Phone#        
Parent/Legal Guardian  Parent/Legal Guardian 

 
Date: ___________________ 

 



 

 
 
 

 
Photo/Video Release Form  
By signing below, I grant Allegheny Center Alliance Church permission to use, distribute, and/or publish my name 
and/or likeness in a photograph, video, and/or audio reproduction without payment or any other consideration for the 
following project:  
_________________________________________________________  
This grant shall extend to any and all remakes and reissues of this video production, and to any and all phases of the 
utilization of this video, including publicity, promotion, advertising, distribution, marketing, and for-sale products.  
 
I am at least 18 years of age and am competent to contract in my own name. I have read this release before signing 
below and I fully understand the contents, meaning, and impact of this release.  
 
_____________________________________  
Printed Name  
 
________________________________________ _________________  
Signature       Date  
If the person signing is under age 18, there must be consent by a parent or guardian, as follows:  
By signing below I certify that I am the parent or guardian of the person named above and do give my consent 
without reservation to the foregoing on behalf of this person.  
 
________________________________________  
Printed Name of Parent/Guardian  
 
 
________________________________________ _________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature    Date 
 



Why on earth should I write a support letter?    
 
Many people go on short term mission trips each year – maybe thousands or a hundred thousand.  Many worry if 
they have done what they need to in order to go – the first question they ask –  
 
 Did I raise all the money support necessary?  
 
While this is a good question – even a necessary question, it is not the only question.  Over the past many years in 
trips that I have seen students take or that I have taken personally for a mission trip, I believe that writing a 
support letter has been a critical starting point in preparing anyone for a trip.  
 
With this in mind I believe there are at least 6 reasons to connect with people (ie: create a support team):  
 

1. Prayer support - you may go, but without this (prayer) it might be better to run as fast as you can into 
a wall or your best friend.  

 
2. Learn to communicate what God is doing in your life – we hurry through life and often don’t pause to 

see what God is doing and don’t take the time to tell someone about it either.  Letter writing is a great 
chance to learn to share.   

 
3. Accountability – if you tell someone what you are doing and why – they often follow up with 

questions like – how did it go? What did you learn? What happened? Did you experience God? … 
 
4. Building a team who supports you demonstrates your faith in and dependence on God. 
 
5. This letter gives you an opportunity to articulate why you are on the trip.  
 
6. Financial support – an opportunity for those who love and care for you to take part in the trip. 

Seriously, building a support team is what this is all about.  
 

Life is a journey that has lots of bends and rolls – writing these letters can be difficult for some and easy for 
others, but the opportunity to learn and grow is great.  This trip might only take a week or so of your life.  This 
connecting with people allows the trip to stretch into everyday life – before and after.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Letter Writing Checklist –  
 

o Introduce yourself – say something about you 
o Explain why you are going on this trip. Give the details: who, when, where 
o Explain that this trip is part of ACAC student ministries 
o Explain what you will be doing on the trip (in packet) 
o Ask for prayer support – if the person/family are believers, you might give a specific request or 

two 
o Invite the supporter to the Concert of Prayer on (Date TBD) and the ice cream social after 
o Give the details of the cost for the trip – and what it covers: 

§ Transportation, housing, food, registration, supplies for ministry…  
o Life – ask for financial support 

 
o Trip logos are available, web links are available for each site we are attending 

 
o Say thank you for considering prayer and financial support 
o Include your contact information 

 
 

**** INCLUDE **** 
o Checks should be made to Allegheny Center Alliance Church (ACAC), and have your name and 

trip in the memo line.  
o Ask the sponsor to return the check to you so you can deposit it correctly, but they can send them 

to the church also.  
o Mention that donations are tax deductible  

 
Remember to pray for each person you send a letter to.  
 
Remember to follow up with all the letters you send – 7 days later 
 IE: ‘I wanted to follow up to see if you received my letter and if you had any questions.’  
 
Remember to send thank you notes to anyone who supports you. 
 
Remember to send a letter after the trip about your experience.  
 

Timeline and accountability  
 

1. Complete the first draft of your letter with the help of a parent or guardian 
2. Email the draft to the trip leader if you want suggestions 
3. Make any necessary changes and mail out the letters right away 
4. REMEMEBR to send the final letter to the trip leader when you send out the others 
5. Follow up with the letters  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

[Sample Support letter #1] 
 
 
Dear Friends and Family:  

How are you doing? I hope that God is doing as many wonderful things in your life as He is in mine. I am 
having a wonderful year at Central High School, and feeling God's will to do more for the world around 
me. 

I want to share with you a challenging ministry opportunity that God has presented to me. From June 10 
through June 20 God has offered me the chance to go to Indonesia with a youth group from First Calvary 
Church. This 10-day missions trip will be reaching out and spreading gospel to the Indonesian people 
while also learning more about the people there and their culture. 

While God has opened up a door for me to develop a greater heart of compassion for His people around 
the world, the exciting part is that you will be able to share in this compassion in several ways. First, you 
can help pray for me and my fellow students. We will need prayers that God will prepare us for our visit 
and bless our efforts as we minister to the people of Indonesia. We will also need prayers that our 
financial needs will be met. At this time we need to raise $3,000 each to attend this trip, and that is 
quite a challenge! 

Another way you can be involved is to help provide that financial support. Would you consider 
supporting me with a small donation? I have included an insert that explains how you can support if you 
feel led to contribute. I will need to raise all my funds by May 1 in order to pay for airline tickets and 
other items. Whether you feel led to contribute financially, through prayer, or both, all of your support 
is appreciated. 

I look forward to doing God's work in Indonesia and letting you know all about how God has worked 
through this team when I return in June. 

God Bless, 

Jane Student  
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Contact Info
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