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Week 33 
 

Big Prayers 
 

Archer’s family loved everything big.  They lived in a big house, owned big 

vehicles, watched big TVs, had big dogs, slept in big beds, had big parties, and even sang 

in big booming voices.  They also served a big God.  They were used to big everything. 

Today in his Sunday church class Archer was surprised to find that his family was 

missing out on something big.  Because Archer’s family lived in such a big way they 

never really needed to pray for big things.  They each believed in a big God but never 

asked for anything big for themselves or for others.  As Archer listened to the teacher in 

class read through Paul’s prayers in the New Testament they sounded big and important.  

Archer listened to Paul’s words – “I pray that he will use his glorious riches to make you 

strong.  May his Holy Spirit give you his power deep down inside you.  Then Christ will 

live in your hearts because you believe in him.  And I pray that your love will have deep 

roots.  I pray that it will have a strong foundation.  May you have power together with all 

the Lord’s holy people to understand Christ’s love.  May you know how wide and long 

and high and deep it is.  And may you know his love, even though it can’t be known 

completely.  Then you will be filled with everything God has for you.”  Wow!  Now that 

was a big prayer! 

After church Archer shared with his family what he had learned in his class.  He 

read Paul’s prayer to his family.  They decided together that they would like to learn to 

pray in a big way for themselves, their family, and other Christians like Paul did.  So 

every night right after dinner they prayed together, learning to pray meaningful and 

thoughtful prayers together.  And now Archer and his family are no longer missing out.  

They pray big prayers. 

 

Monday: Do you ever pray for others?  What kind of things do you pray for them?  Read 

Ephesians 3:14-19.  Here we read Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians believers.  What does 

Paul pray for them?  (He prays that God would make them strong, that the Holy Spirit 

would give them His power, that their love would have deep roots and a strong 

foundation, that they would understand Christ’s love, all so that they would be filled with 

everything that God has for them.)  How do you think your life would change if other 

believers prayed for you like Paul prayed?  How do you think other believer’s lives might 

change if you prayed for them like Paul prayed? 

 



Tuesday: Read Ephesians 3:14-19.  Paul’s marvelous prayer teaches us how we are to 

pray for each other.  Not just for simple things, but having big, far reaching prayers for 

other believers.  Paul’s prayers are glorious in their detail.  They are actually a bit 

overwhelming for us because we have not learned how to pray like this yet.  But with the 

help of God’s Spirit, we too, can pray like Paul did for individual believers and for the 

entire Church.  Let’s look again at what Paul prays for.  Notice that Paul doesn't just pray 

general prayers but instead he prays for specific things for the Ephesians.  He prays for 

inner strength, that the Holy Spirit would give them power, that their love would have 

deep roots and a strong foundation, that they would understand and know God’s great 

love for them that they would be filled with everything God has for them.  Why do you 

think Paul prayed for these things? 

 

Wednesday: Read Ephesians 3:16-17. Paul prays in these verses for the Spirit's 

strengthening of the inner man.  Paul was praying for the Ephesian believers to be 

powerfully strengthened.  That is for God to give them abundant strength to bear trials, to 

walk in His ways, and to glorify His name.  The “inner man” is the heart, the mind, and 

the soul of a person.  Why do you think Paul thought it was important to pray for 

strengthening for his readers?  Just like our bodies need to be strengthened every day by 

eating healthy food and getting exercise, our “inner man” needs a constant supply of the 

grace that only God can give.  On our own we cannot live in a way that is fully pleasing 

to God.  We need God’s help!  So God has given us His Spirit to help us.  When we 

allow God’s Spirit to work in our hearts He gives us the power to live with hearts that are 

full of Jesus for His glory. 

 

Thursday: Read Ephesians 3:17.  As Paul continued his prayer, he prayed for the next 

step, which is built upon Jesus living in our hearts through faith.  The next step was that 

they would be rooted and grounded in love.  Rooted and grounded-what do those two 

words make you think of?  Being rooted is like a tree whose roots have grown deep into 

the ground.  And being grounded is like a building built on a strong foundation.  So we 

can get the picture that Paul was praying for the Ephesian believers to be as firm in the 

love of Christ, as a tree with deep roots and as a building built on a strong foundation. 

Why do you think Paul prayed this for his readers?  To understand God’s love we need 

help because it is not something we can understand on our own.  Paul knew his readers 

would need God’s help to understand His great love.  How can knowing God’s love, how 

wide and long and high and deep it is, help us in our walk with God?  How do you think 

it can help us to love and pray for other believers? 

 

Friday: Read Ephesians 3:19.  The final result of what Paul was praying for would be 

that the Ephesians would be filled up with all the fullness of God or filled with everything 

that God had for them.  As we look at Paul’s prayer and how he prayed for the Ephesian 

believers we see that his prayer was appropriate, thoughtful, and meaningful.  He prayed 

for big and important things for the Ephesians so they would be able to live lives that 

glorified God.  Write out a prayer to God about the devotions this week. 

 



Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, I pray that I would be strengthened in my inner person 

and that I would be rooted and ground in Jesus’ love.  Help me to understand your great 

love for me.  And help me to learn to pray thoughtful, meaningful, big prayers for others.  

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


