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Week 30 
 

Gifted to be a Servant 
 

Shayna is a talented musician.  She started playing the piano when she was five-

years-old.  Now, at thirteen she has won many music competitions and has an entire 

display case of trophies and awards.  She not only can play the piano, Shayna can sing as 

well.  After church this week Shayna’s mom talks to her about using her talents at church.  

Shayna has been thinking about this, too.  She thinks she knows just the place where she 

can use her talents.  Her mom tells her that the preschool department needs someone to 

play the piano and help with worship for the four and five year olds.  She thinks that 

serving in the Preschool Department would be the perfect place for Shayna.  What?!  

Shayna was shocked that her mother would even suggest such a thing.  What was she 

thinking?  She expected Shayna to be a servant to four and five year olds?  No one 

important would even see or hear her there.  That is not what Shayna had in mind at all.  

She thought that she should be in the main church service where people could see her and 

hear and appreciate her talents.  What better place could she be than that?  Shayna was 

sure that God would want her to have a prominent place to display her talents.  She 

decided right then and there that is what she would do. 

The music director at the church was thrilled to have Shayna as part of the music 

team.  That is just what she expected.  Of course he would be thrilled to have someone as 

accomplished as her on his team.  Things started out well but quickly went down hill.  

Shayna expected to be the “star” of the church music team.  When she played and sang 

people listened and appreciated her talent, but it wasn’t like the reaction that other team 

members got.  Some of them who were far less talented than her got applause and 

“amens.”  What was going on? 

 

Monday: Have you ever had the experience of reading your Bible and then it happens … 

you see or understand something you never have before?  It’s as if God opens your eyes 

and allows you to see something new.  That is called a revelation. The word revelation 

means an unveiling.  It means to lift up the curtain and allow someone to see what had 

been hidden.  Read Ephesians 3:2-6 again.  We have already learned that God gave Paul 

a revelation.  He showed him a mystery that he was to share with the Gentiles.  For Paul 

to understand this mystery God revealed to him, (that Jews and Gentiles would become 

one new people through Christ) it had to be shown to him by God Himself. This mystery 

is one that no human would ever be able to come up with naturally.  If Paul was going to 

understand the church correctly, God had to teach him about it.   What do you think is the 

difference between natural ability or talent and a gifting from God? 



Tuesday: Read Ephesians 3:7.  The Apostle Paul was chosen by God and then gifted by 

God to be an apostle.  An apostle is someone who is sent out, like a missionary.  God 

gave Paul the job of taking what He had shown Paul and then teaching it to others.  When 

we read about Paul we think of him as a strong leader who was a missionary to the 

Gentiles.  How do you think Paul thought about himself?  Paul actually considered 

himself a servant—a servant of Jesus Christ, a servant of the Gospel, and a servant to 

others.  And he served by the grace God had given him.  Paul’s ability to lead and to 

spread the Gospel was based on God’s grace.  It was not something that Paul would have 

been able to do apart from God.  It was God who gave Paul the ability to do the job He 

had given Paul.  A true leader is a person who recognizes, like Paul did, that his or her 

leadership is a gift from God and then uses this gift to serve others. 

 

Wednesday: Think about the most powerful person you know of in today’s world.  You 

might be thinking of someone you’ve learned about in school who holds a powerful 

position like a Senator.  Now if you applied for a job with this powerful person do you 

think you would be qualified to be in a position of power working for them?  Even with 

lots of education and training not even most adults would be qualified for a job to be 

second in command working for a powerful person.  Now think of God.  He is the most 

powerful Being there is.  Do you think you would qualify for a job working for God?  

Yes!  Even as a child, you can serve God.  Read 2 Timothy 2:24-25.  In these verses 

Timothy tells what a servant of God is like.  Does that sound like something you can 

easily do?  Now read Ephesians 3:7-8.  The beautiful thing about working for God is that 

He gives us the grace to do any job He calls us to do.  He equips us and enables us, He 

has given us a gift or gifts by His Spirit to do jobs that we would not be able to do on our 

own.  So just as God gifted Paul to share His mystery with everyone, God too, will give 

us everything we need to serve Him. 

 

Thursday: We have learned that God chose Paul to do a special job for Him.  But it is 

important to recognize that Paul chose to be a servant.  What is a servant?  A servant is a 

person in the service of another.  Paul could have chosen to be in charge over the 

Gentiles and order them around.  But instead he chose to serve them in love. Read 

Matthew 20:25-28.  What does Jesus say about wanting to be important in these verses?  

Did Jesus come so that others could serve Him?  What did He come to earth for?  Read 

Ephesians 3:8 again.  The final phrase, "but He gave me the grace" gives the idea of 

Paul’s ministry as a spiritual gift.  When we become a servant of God we do not have to 

fear about working in our own strength.  Instead Paul declares that it was a gift of grace 

that brought him to the point of becoming a servant.  The fantastic privilege of being a 

servant of Jesus Christ also means that God will also give us the power to do the job He 

calls us to do. 

 

Friday: If we read through the book of Acts, we see that God was able to use Paul in a 

mighty way for serving and blessing the people in the Roman world.  But Paul did not see 

his ministry as something that he could do in his own power.  Instead he recognized that 

it was God's grace and power that was at work in his life.  What do you think of Paul’s 

choice to be a servant?  How do you feel about being gifted by God so that you can be a 

servant to others?  Write out a prayer to God about the devotions this week. 



Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father thank you that even as a child I can serve you. Thank 

you that I do not need to be afraid that I won’t be able to do the job or jobs you call me to 

because you will equip me and enable me to do them by gifting me in certain areas.  

Thank you too, Heavenly Father, you will help me to have the heart of a servant that I 

may glorify you as I serve you. 

 


