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Week 29 
 

A Mystery Revealed 
 

Randy’s family is really into recycling.  A couple of months ago his parents took 

him to visit a landfill and a recycling center.  At the landfill Randy was able to see that 

when things go into the trash they don’t just disappear.  The enormous piles of trash 

really helped him understand why recycling is so important.  The recycling center was 

totally different.  Randy was able to see what happens to recycled materials-how they are 

sorted and melted down and then made into new products.  That got Randy thinking. 

At his school Randy has noticed that much of the trash that could be recycled gets 

thrown in with the regular trash that will go to a landfill.  Randy realized that many 

students don’t know what happens to their trash.  It was like it was a mystery to them.  

They threw their trash away and didn’t think about it again.  Randy knew that he could 

share what he had learned with others so they would understand the importance of 

recycling, too.  So Randy met with the principal to share his ideas of starting a recycling 

campaign to get students onboard, placing large green recycle bins where they are easy to 

access, and maybe even planning field trips to a landfill and a recycle center.  The 

campaign would be called, “The Mystery of Recycling.”  Now as the mystery of 

recycling was revealed to the other students they would be able to see what had been 

hidden from them and how they could be more responsible in taking care of God’s world. 

 

Monday: Read Ephesians 3:2-6.  Paul is again writing to the Ephesians about a mystery 

that has been revealed to him.  A mystery is anything that is kept secret or remains 

unexplained or unknown.  You may have read a mystery book or watched a movie that 

was a mystery.  In these things the mystery is something that needs to be solved by 

people.  The word “mystery” that Paul uses means something that was hidden, but now 

has been revealed.  It is not a mystery that we need to solve.  Instead it is what God has 

now shown to man that had not been known by man before this time.  What is the 

mystery that God revealed to Paul that he is sharing with his readers?  (Verse 6) 

 



Tuesday: Have you ever shared something with others that was new to them?  

Something they didn’t already know?  What was it that you were able to share?  What 

was your reason for sharing what you knew?  In our story this week Randy wants to share 

his knowledge of recycling with others who don’t really know anything about it so they 

can be more responsible in caring for the earth.  Read Ephesians 3:2-6 again.  In these 

verses Paul explains to his readers that God has made known to him a mystery.  

Something that was hidden from men until the time when the church began.  Why did 

Paul share what he had learned from God with the Ephesians?  Yes, so that they would be 

able to understand what Paul knew.  Why do you think that this mystery that had been 

revealed to Paul by the Holy Spirit was important for Paul’s readers to understand?  Up 

until the resurrection of Jesus, if someone wanted to belong to God’s people, they would 

have to become a Jew.  There was no other way.  If you wanted to worship the holy God, 

then you had to become one of God’s chosen people.  Because of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection Jews and Gentiles have now been combined into one people.  They are no 

longer two separate peoples, but one.  Even though this does not seem to be a big 

problem today, it was a great problem in the early church.  And so it was extremely 

important for the church to know and understand this mystery. 

 

Wednesday: Read Ephesians 3:6.  Let’s take a closer look at this mystery “Because of 

the good news, God’s promises are for Gentiles as well as for Jews.”  The Church has 

become Joint-heirs with God’s chosen people the Jews.  An heir is “someone who has 

been appointed to receive an inheritance.”  An heir is a person who receives something 

of value from a father.  God’s promises to the Jews through Abraham include eternal life, 

inheritance of the earth (Matthew 5:5), and being born into the Family of God.  Before 

Jesus came to earth and died on the cross, these promises were only for God’s chosen 

people, the Jews.  If someone wanted to be a part of these promises, they would have to 

become a Jew.  But since Jesus’ death and resurrection everyone has the opportunity 

through Salvation to become part of God’s family and an heir to the promises.  We are 

joint-heirs with the Jews.  God’s promises are for both Gentiles and Jews. 

 

Thursday: Read Ephesians 3:6.  Let’s continue taking a closer look at this mystery. 

“Both groups are parts of one body.”  What do you think Paul means here by “one 

body?”  The early church was strong.  They endured persecution and spread the Gospel to 

the world known to them at that time.  But it was also a very confusing time for the 

church.  Although they had received Jesus as their Savior, as the family of God they were 

still figuring out what it meant to be “the church.”  The biggest challenge they faced was 

how to handle the tension between Jews and Gentiles.  Since the days of Abraham, the 

Jews alone were God’s people.  There were some Gentiles who chose the God of Israel as 

their God, but they were seen as second-class.  In other words, the Jews did not see them 

as equals or as important as the Jews were to God.  Jesus changed the game.  He offered 

salvation to all people--equally.  And so Gentiles were given the privilege of joining 

God’s Old Testament people, the Jews, in becoming members of the same body, the 

spiritual body of Jesus the Messiah. 

 



Friday: Read Ephesians 3:6.  “They share in the promise. It belongs to them because 

they belong to Christ Jesus.”  Finally, we see that the Gentiles have also been granted the 

privilege of receiving “the promise.”  In other words we Gentile believers now also are 

part of the awesome promise God made to Abraham: “I will be your God, and you shall 

be My people.”  It is through the gospel that the Gentiles come to share in the benefits 

and blessings God has bestowed upon the Jewish people.  Both Jew and Gentile receive 

these blessings “in Christ Jesus.”  God’s Old Testament people hoped for the promised 

Messiah, and when He was revealed to them they placed their faith in Him.  Just the 

same, when Gentiles through the preaching of the gospel, received Jesus by faith they 

entered into God’s covenant community and now share all God’s blessings as well.  

Write out a prayer to God about the devotions this week. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for revealing this mystery to Paul who 

shared it in a letter.  We can read this letter today, and know that we share in your 

promises to the Jews.  Thank you that we are one in Jesus, your Son.  Thank you that you 

are our God, and we are your people! 

 


