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Week 27 
 

Built Together 
 

Oliver was a builder.  Some of his best memories were of him and his brothers 

building things with whatever materials they could find.  They built robots out of 

cardboard boxes and oatmeal containers, a fort in the backyard out of wood scraps, and 

Oliver’s favorite--boxcars to race with the neighborhood boys.  For Christmas Oliver 

received a construction building set with thousands of pieces.  To some people thousands 

of pieces might seem impossible, but not to Oliver.  First, Oliver would look over the 

directions.  Then he would organize all the pieces and make sure nothing was missing.  

Then he would find the perfect place to begin building where his project wouldn’t be 

disturbed.  Finally, when everything was ready, Oliver would begin building.  He would 

start with the cornerstone, or most important piece.  Then he would lay the foundation 

that all the other pieces would be built upon.  Oliver knew that for this project to come 

together he would need patience.  He would need to fit every piece in just the right place.  

Every piece was important!  And when he was finally finished, Oliver would have every 

piece in the right place built together to create a construction masterpiece. 

 

Monday: Jesus is busy building His church.  He is not building a physical temple or 

church building.  Paul is comparing the work of God in the spiritual life of every 

Christian to a building.  Read Ephesians 2:19-22.  As chapter 2 ends, Paul describes both 

Jews and Gentiles being built up into a holy temple in which God Himself dwells (lives 

or resides) through His Spirit.  Gentiles are not strangers any longer, instead they are 

members of God’s household along with the Jews.  So as we think about being built up 

together we know that there are not two different buildings, one Jewish and the other 

Gentile.  There will be one building made up of Jewish and Gentile believers who are 

made one people in Christ Jesus.  As Christians we are being fitted into the place God has 

chosen for us in this building by the work of the Holy Spirit.  As part of God’s family we 

have the wonderful privilege and responsibility of helping to build the church.  Think 

about the talents and gifts that God has given you.  If you can’t think of any, ask your 

parents for help.  Write them down in your notebook.  How can you develop these talents 

or gifts that God might call on you to use in the building process? 



Tuesday: The first step in any building is the foundation.  In bible times, a stone called a 

cornerstone was used as the foundation upon which a building was constructed.  The 

cornerstone was usually one of the largest, the most solid, and the most carefully 

constructed of any in the building.  Once in place, the rest of the building would be built 

following the angles and size of the cornerstone.  If the cornerstone was removed, the 

entire building could collapse.  Read 1 Peter 2:4-9.  Peter used construction terms for his 

hearers knowing his audience would be familiar with them.  Today, as we read these 

words we see that Jesus is called the cornerstone because He is the foundation of the 

Church as well as the foundation for each Christian's individual life.  If Jesus were 

removed from the building of the church and our own lives, what would happen?  Is there 

anyone else who could take the place of Jesus as the cornerstone?  No.  Everything that 

God is building depends on Jesus: who Jesus is, what He had done for us, and what He is 

doing in us and will do through us. 

 

Wednesday: In the building process, all the parts and pieces are fit together to create the 

finished product.  If any of the parts are missing the building can not be completed.  

Today if a part were missing the builder would get a replacement piece that was like the 

missing piece.  But that isn’t how it works in the family of God.  Each and every member 

is needed as we are being built together by God.  No one can be replaced by someone 

else.  Every member of the family of God is needed to complete the holy temple where 

God’s Spirit will dwell.  We know that Jesus is the most important part of the building.  

Then, each of us is fitted into the proper place.  This building is being constructed of 

solid pieces - no rotted or bowed wood, no rusted metal, no inferior materials of any type 

- but every piece is of the best material shaped by God himself and built on the solid 

foundation of Jesus Christ.  Read Ephesians 2:19-22.  In these verses Paul is stressing the 

closeness of the members of God’s family—to one another and to God Himself.  While it 

is possible for the members of a family to be scattered far and wide, in a building no 

separation of parts that make up the walls is possible.  If the parts were separated, the 

building would crumble.  We are being built closely together.  God desires us to be part 

of a holy temple -- His holy temple -- for His purposes. 

 

Thursday: Where do you live?  That is a pretty common question we ask when we meet 

a new person.  Because the place we live is an important part of who we are.  So when we 

meet a new person, we are interested in knowing where they live.  Have you ever thought 

about where God lives?  Does he live in a place called Heaven?  Does he live in a 

temple?  Does he live in a church building?  Where does God live?  Where does he 

dwell?  Where does God call home?  Read Ephesians 2:22 again.  The Church that we 

read about in Ephesians is not a building.  The Church that Jesus is building is made up 

of people—each and every person that receives Jesus as Savior and grows in grace 

through Jesus Christ.  And this church is the very dwelling place of God on this earth.  

When the church is working together as one filled with God’s Spirit, as other people 

come into our midst, they will find themselves entering into the very presence of God, 

because we, as the Church, are the very dwelling place of God.  How does it make you 

feel to be part of God’s family, the Church, and to be part of the very place that God has 

chosen to dwell?  God is building himself a home, and that home is not a building made 

with human hands, it is a building made up of human beings by the hand of God himself. 



Friday: Read Ephesians 2:19-22 again.  In these verses first we are citizens, then we are 

part of God’s family, and lastly we are part of a holy temple where God Himself dwells.  

The citizens of a kingdom live together in peace but may not be close to each other.  The 

members of a family live closely together and have a special bond.  And as part of a holy 

temple all the members are built very closely together and live in love and holiness.  As 

Jesus builds His church He is bringing Christians closer together to form the bonds of 

love and holiness that we need as we are built up together into a holy temple where God 

Himself dwells.  How does it make you feel to know that you are a citizen of God’s 

kingdom?  How does it make you feel to be part of God’s family?  What do you think 

about being built up with other believers into a holy temple?  Write out your thoughts in a 

prayer to God. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for the privilege of being part of your family.  

Thank you that as Jesus builds His Church into a holy temple that I am part of it.  Thank 

you that you have just the right place for me that no one else can fill.  And thank you that 

when the Church is filled with your Spirit all working together as one, others will see and 

know that you alone are God. 


