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Week 26 
 

The Church, the Family of God 
 

Janie just finished watching the movie, Cinderella.  It might be pretty cool to have 

a fairy godmother like Cinderella did.  Janie thought about her own family and how 

different it was from Cinderella’s family.  In Janie’s family each person has certain tasks 

they need to do.  Each person does jobs based on what they are capable of doing.  Dad 

works and pays the bills.  He also takes care of the yard and cars, keeping them in order.  

Mom buys the food and everything the family needs.  She is in charge of cooking, 

cleaning, laundry, and making sure everyone has what they need.  Each of the children 

have jobs they do to assist dad and mom in taking care of their family.  As a family they 

love and care for each other.  They don’t always get along perfectly, but they always love 

and support each other.  Janie realized, as she was thinking, how fortunate she was to be 

part of a family that cared for each other.  Poor Cinderella, didn’t have anyone that cared 

about her, that’s why she needed a fairy godmother.  But Janie didn’t need a fairy 

godmother because she had a loving, caring family. 

 

Monday: Read Ephesians 2:19.  Who are the members of your family?  Each member of 

a family has a role.  (Father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister.)  Each member of a 

family is responsible for different things.  What are some of the things each member of 

your family is responsible for?  When we receive Jesus as our Savior, we are “born 

again.”  We are born into the family of God.  We do not begin in God’s family fully 

grown like a parent.  We begin as babies who need help being fed, learning and growing.  

As a baby grows he learns who he is.  He gets to know his mother and father and a bond 

of love forms between them.  It is the same in the family of God.  We get to know our 

heavenly Father and a bond of love forms between Him and us.  As a child grows he 

takes a place in the family according to his abilities.  Small children can do simple 

chores.  Bigger children can be given more responsibility.  Just like a child in a family 

grows and begins to be given responsibility, like cleaning his room or taking out trash, it 

is the same in God’s family, the church.  As we grow in our faith we can then begin to 

make a contribution as part of the family of God. 

 



Tuesday: As part of the family of God our spiritual growth is very important.  Have you 

ever wished you were all grown up?  Children want to grow and learn new things.  They 

look forward to doing things that older family members can do.  Is there anything you are 

looking forward to doing when you are older?  Just like a child has a desire to grow up, 

when we become part of God’s family we need to have that same desire to grow and 

mature spiritually.  What do you think happens to a Christian that never grows up?  Read 

Hebrews 5:11-14.  They should be grown up but are still like babies and need to be 

taught the simple truths of God all over again.  Think about your own family for a 

moment.  What would it be like if all the children in your family stayed babies?  What do 

you think it would be like if all the members of God’s family, the Church, stayed babies? 

 

Wednesday: So the question is, how do we grow up as part of God’s family, and a 

member of the Church?  Read 1Peter2:2-3.  The first thing we can do is read God’s word 

every day.  God’s word, the Bible provides the spiritual food that we need for our growth.  

It also helps us to get to know our heavenly Father and begin to form a relationship of 

love.  Next, we need to gather together with other believers regularly.  Gathering together 

helps us to get to know our brothers and sisters in God’s family.  It helps us to learn more 

about our heavenly Father as we worship and receive teaching from His word.  A church 

class on Sunday is a great way to do this.  Lastly, prayer-learning to talk to God-will help 

us grow spiritually.  As we talk and listen to God our relationship with Him grows 

stronger.  As we grow up in God’s family, we can then learn to do chores or work in the 

family of God.  In your family, chores help you to learn how to become responsible and 

function as a grown-up.  They train you and as you grow you can do more important jobs.  

It is the same in God’s family.  As you grow you can begin to do chores to be trained up 

to one day do the important work God has planned for you in His Kingdom! 

 

Thursday: As we are seeing this week, the family of God is like our own families in 

many ways.  Can you think of any ways the family of God is similar to your family?  

Read Acts 2:42.  The members of the church, the family of God, help to care for each 

other.  The most powerful way we can care for others is to pray for them.  As part of 

God’s family, the church, we are also called to show honor, compassion, encouragement, 

and above all else, love.  We can also help to meet each others' needs for everyday living.  

The church is the Christian’s spiritual family.  God takes people with different 

personalities and gifts, unites them together as a single body, helps them to care for each 

other, and then to reach the world for Him. 

 

Friday: Write out a prayer to God about the devotions this week. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank you that I am part of your family, the church.  Help me 

to grow and to help others grow, too.  May you train me as part of your family so that I 

will be able to work in your kingdom to bring you glory. 

 


