
 

Week 14 
 

Chosen to Bring Praise to His Glory 

 

Bart was a braggart.  He made it a point to let others know how great he was.  

When he got the best grade in class on a test he talked loudly about it so others would 

know.  When he scored the most goals in a soccer game he hooted and hollered drawing 

attention to himself.  He stayed after school and tutored other students so people would 

know how smart he was.  He even bragged about rescuing a trapped kitten and having his 

picture in the town newspaper.  The thing was that Bart was really good at a lot of things, 

and he had a family that supported him and helped him to get better at those things.  Bart 

was one lucky kid, but he became proud.  The worst part of Bart being a braggart was 

that he never gave God the glory for his accomplishments even though he was a 

Christian.  He took credit for the talents that God had given him and used those talents to 

build himself up instead of using his talents for God’s glory and giving all the glory to 

Him. 

 

Monday: Read Ephesians 1:12.  As we read through Ephesians we like Bart in this 

week’s story, may be tempted to believe that God chose us because of our own goodness.  

But the truth is that God chose us because of His own love and mercy.  Our Salvation and 

all that we have because of it, is not about us, it’s about God.  Humankind is so man--

centered that we make the mistake of thinking that salvation is all about us.  But, we need 

to understand that it is really ALL ABOUT GOD and His glory.  Think about this: God 

saved us by His sovereign grace so that we would be to the praise of His glory.  Instead 

of judgment for our sin, He gave us unfailing love and mercy.  Does knowing this begin 

to change your thoughts on Salvation and God’s purposes? 

 

Tuesday: What does “sovereign” mean?  In reference to God it means that there is 

absolutely nothing that happens in the universe that is not under God’s influence and 

authority.  God has no limitations.  So why connect God’s sovereignty with our 

salvation?  Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.  Because it humbles us and gives all the glory to 

God.  We should not think that we have helped God out by having faith, choosing to 

believe, or in any other way.  If we did, then we would get part of the credit and God 

would have to share HIs glory with us.  We were chosen by God to bring praise to his 

glory.  And so, if we brag, “the one who boasts should boast about what the Lord has 

done!” 

 



Wednesday: Read Ezekiel 36:22-23.  Here God is speaking through His prophet to His 

chosen people, Israel.  They, like us, had sinned and did not honor God.  So God in His 

sovereignty tells them that He will act, but it will not be for their benefit.  Instead He 

would use them to prove to the nations how holy He is.  God said, “Then they will know 

that I am the Lord.”  We see here that God’s purpose is for His glory, His holy name.  

Instead of destroying His people because of their sin, God actually uses them to glorify 

His name!  This is the glorious grace of our God!  God chose Israel, and God chose you.  

God loved Israel and loves you more deeply that you will ever be able to comprehend.  

As Christians we need to understand that God did not choose us and love us because of 

anything that is in us.  Instead He did because of who He is and that it pleased Him to do 

so. 

 

Thursday: It may be difficult for us to accept that Salvation is not about us but about 

God.  In our limited thinking, we are the center of the universe and it may even seem 

selfish on God’s part to be so concerned with His own glory.  That doesn’t mean that we 

are not special to God or that He doesn't love us.  He does love us even more than we 

know.  He chose each of us before the beginning of the world to be part of His family 

who will one day live in heaven with Him.  Read Isaiah 43:7.  God formed each of us 

and made us.  He created us to bring glory to Himself.  Think about how special that 

makes us!  God took the time to form us into beings that could and would bring glory to 

Him!  As you begin to understand this, what is your response to God? 

 

Friday: Think about what you have read and what you have learned this week.  Was 

there anything that really stood out to you?  Write out a prayer to God about the 

devotions this week. 

 

Sample Prayer: Father God, as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are your ways 

higher than my ways and your thoughts than my thoughts.  Help me to change anything I 

believe that is not true.  As I study your Word, give me understanding that I may know 

You better.  Help me to give you your rightful place in my life and live according to Your 

purpose for me that I may bring glory to You as Your child. 


