
 

Week 9 
 

Get Rid of It! 
 

During his devotion time Jimmy had been reading the first chapter of the Book of James.  

He read the words, “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent.”  

Jimmy really did not understand what James meant by that until a few days later.  

Jimmy’s dog, Rascal, was an adventurer.  He loved to rummage around in the woods 

exploring every nook and cranny.  Unfortunately for Rascal this day was his day to have 

a run-in with a skunk.  Early in the morning Rascal was awake and running off to the 

woods behind Jimmy’s house.  Rascal was unusually energetic and happened to disturb a 

skunk before it settled in for the day.  Being a nocturnal creature, the skunk was ready to 

sleep and when Rascal came bounding toward it, it did what skunks do when they feel 

threatened, it sprayed.  Poor Rascal didn’t know what hit him.  He dragged back to 

Jimmy’s house stunned and whimpering.  When Jimmy heard him, he opened the back 

door to investigate.  As soon as the back door was open Jimmy knew just what had 

happened and went to get his dad for help.  As they worked together to clean Rascal up 

their eyes watered and they had to take several breaks to breathe in clean air.  Getting rid 

of the skunk smell was a long process.  Jimmy knew that Rascal was a smart dog.  He 

would be much more cautious while in the woods next time since the pleasure of romping 

around in the woods was not worth getting sprayed again.  While Jimmy was thinking 

about this, all of a sudden he understood the words of James.  Even just a few moments 

of following the world’s ways of pleasure can come at a high price.  Allowing sin in our 

lives may seem like a good idea at the time but there are always consequences.  Just like 

Jimmy and his dad worked to get rid of the strong skunk smell that covered Rascal, God 

wants us to get rid of anything that keeps us from becoming more like Jesus. 

 



19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 
21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. 
 

Monday: We were created by God for far more than simply getting the superficial things 

out of life.  Part of our purpose as believers is to be used by God to help contribute to His 

Kingdom and to help accomplish His purposes in this world.  We have a glorious and 

eternal purpose to live out each day!  Read Ephesians 4:1.  As Christians, we have been 

chosen or called by God.  If you completed the Ephesians Adventure you may remember 

this verse.  Paul is asking his readers to live a life that is worthy of their calling.  “I urge 

you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”  But what does it mean "to live 

a life worthy of the calling you have received?”  We have examples all around us of what 

it means to “live in a manner worthy of a calling.”  A firefighter needs to live and work in 

a way that is worthy of his calling.  A fireman protects.  He works to protect lives, 

property and the environment.  To be his best when there is an emergency he must spend 

time repairing and maintaining equipment, learning new things and improving his skills, 

and keeping himself strong, healthy, and fit.  When a firefighter does these things he will 

be prepared to be his best when there is an emergency.  This is one example of someone 

walking worthy of his calling.  As followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we are quick 

to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry we live in a way that is worthy of our 

calling and that brings honor to our God. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 1:19-20.  Last week we talked about being quick to listen, slow to 

speak and slow to become angry.  In verse 20 James finishes his thought on being slow to 

become angry.  What does James tell his readers in verse 20?  Being angry does not 

produce the righteousness of God.  What is the righteousness of God?  Righteousness is 

one of the attributes of God’s character.  It has to do with God’s actions--they are always 

right and fair.  When we say that God is righteous, we are saying that He always does 

what is right for every person and in every situation, and that He always does it without 

ever showing favoritism or prejudice.  So we can be sure that God’s actions toward us are 

in perfect agreement with His holy nature.  Did you know that God wants to produce His 

righteousness in each of us?  As God our Father works in us to make us more like His 

Son, Jesus, He works to produce righteousness in us.  Can you think of any examples in 

your own life when God helped you to do what was right even though it was difficult?  If 

so, write them down in your notebook. 

 

Wednesday: Read Genesis 18:17-19.  In the book of Genesis we read that God called 

Abram and made a covenant with him.  (Abram’s name was changed from Abram to 

Abraham.)  God’s purpose for calling Abraham and making a covenant with him was for 

Abraham to walk in God’s ways by acting righteously and justly and then to teach his 

children to do the same.  Righteousness was God’s divine goal for Abraham and his 

children.  Why do you think it was so important to God that Abraham live righteously 

and justly and to teach his children to do so?  Read Genesis 17:5. God promised 

Abraham that he would be the father of many nations. 



Through Abraham and his children, God would raise up the nation of Israel who would 

be a people known for righteousness and justice.  They would show God to the rest of the 

world.  How does the story of Abraham relate to us today?  God has called each of us just 

like He called Abraham.  Read John 6:44.  God the Father draws or calls us to follow 

Jesus through salvation.  Only those who have been drawn or called by the Father 

through the power of the Holy Spirit and the grace of God will have the understanding 

they need and the desire to come to Salvation in Jesus Christ.  If God has called you to 

salvation, did you accept His call and receive Jesus as your Savior?  If you did, God 

wants to use you to show Him to the world around you.  As God produces righteousness 

in you, you will be able to do just that! 

 

Thursday: Read James 1:21a (a means the first part of verse 21).  Now we come to the 

really hard part.  James writes to his readers that they were to get rid of all moral filth and 

evil.  As we read through the book of James it may seem that he is a bit harsh and bossy.  

But it is most likely that James is providing guidance to his readers as a father would 

guide his children in love.  Just as Solomon warned his son through the proverbs, James, 

as he gives instruction, is writing with the intention of helping to keep the early Jewish 

believers on the path of righteousness.  So what is “moral filth and evil that is so 

prevalent” and how do we get rid of it?  Moral is the ability to know or sense right and 

wrong.  Filth is something dirty, foul, disgusting, and unclean.  So what is moral filth?  

It is something that may be ok in the world's eyes but is very wrong in God's eyes.  Can 

you think of one example of something the world thinks is ok but God does not?  Maybe 

you thought of anger.  Sometimes it is ok to be angry—especially when God's honor has 

been insulted or a person has been treated unjustly—but even then we cannot let anger 

control our actions.  Instead, we need to stop and think being careful to avoid sinning in 

our anger.  But far too often, anger is not justified.  Instead it is a prideful desire to 

control a situation, or possibly having an unmerciful, impatient, and judgmental attitude. 

We might use anger as a tool for getting our own way.  The world shows us that anger 

can manipulate or intimidate those around us.  Anger gives us the feeling that we are in 

control of the people in our lives, even making ourselves feel better for a few moments.  

But a few moments of feeling better comes at a high price.  We lose our integrity, the 

trust of others, and our self-control when we live by anger.  This is one example of moral 

filth.  Can you think of any other examples?  Write one down in your notebook. 

 

Friday: Read James 1:21.  Lastly, James says, “humbly accept the word planted in you, 

which can save you.”  What does he mean?  Humbly means “with meekness or 

gentleness." Accept means "to take hold of," "to receive," or "to learn."  Planted is the 

planting in us by the instruction of others, like the word of God being a seed planted in 

the soil of our hearts.  It may seem like, “humbly accept the word planted in you, which 

can save you” would be a passive acceptance of God's word.  Like we read and accept 

that this is what God wants, so we allow it to happen.  Rather, James is talking about 

making an effort to actively understand and apply the word in our lives.  It is not 

something passive but instead something that spurs us to action knowing that as we 

choose to do what is right, God is producing righteousness in us for His purposes. 

 



Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 1:19-21 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You that You want to produce righteousness in 

me.  Help me to see the areas of my life that do not please You.  Help me to get rid of any 

moral filth and evil--like taking off dirty clothes and putting on beautiful new clothes as I 

humbly accept Your word planted in me.  Thank You for the Salvation that comes from 

You and for working in me to make me more like Jesus.  Amen. 

 


