
 

Week 7 
 

Do Not Be Deceived 

 

Every Sunday Donnie and his family visited his grandparents who lived about an hour 

away.  Donnie enjoyed spending time with his family on Sundays but he really looked 

forward to the ride home.  Every Sunday evening there was a radio program called 

“Deception.”  He, his brothers and sister, and parents all listened to the program in the car 

on the way home.  The program was based on true deceptions that took place in history.  

The object of the program was to listen carefully to see if one could discover what the 

deception was.  Each program was interesting, exciting, and even educational.  This 

week’s episode was called “Prestor John.”  This is the story: In the 1130s, the Turkish 

Empire began to invade the Crusader Kingdoms of the Holy Land.  Most Crusaders had 

already returned to Europe, leaving the Pilgrim road from Jaffa to Jerusalem under the 

guard of the Knights Templar.  However, The Knights Templar were not able to hold off 

an entire invasion.  So in 1145, Hugh, Bishop of Jabala, was sent to meet the new Pope 

Eugene III to ask for help.  Pope Eugene, however was not interested in the cost of 

another crusade.  Hugh told the Pope that a new crusade to preserve Christian dominion 

over the Holy Lands would be easy and cheap, because somewhere far to the east of the 

Holy Lands was the Kingdom of Prester John.  So who was this, Prester John?  The story 

continues: Prester John was a Christian King; a direct descendant of one of the Magi 

who had visited the infant Jesus, and reportedly whose kingdom was powerful, wealthy, 

and peaceful.  According to Hugh, Prester John was committed to preserving Christian 

rule over the Holy Lands, and awaited only a sign of equal commitment from the armies 

of Europe.  This news bolstered the courage of the Christians of the Crusader Kingdoms 

and of Europe, and based in part on the promise of Prester John as an ally, Pope Eugene 

launched the Second Holy Crusade.  But Prester John did not show up as promised.  The 

Second Crusade ended in the defeat of the Crusader armies at Damascus, and the 

Christians found themselves holding less of the Holy Lands.  This happened again and 

again with Prester John never showing up and the European armies being defeated.  So 

what was the deception? 



Prester John was the invention of the church; a propaganda device to trick Europeans to 

join a war in which they were clearly outnumbered by the opposing force.  As Marco 

Polo and other travelers brought tales of the Orient back to Europe in the 13th century, 

church leaders grew alarmed as Christians learned of powerful and advanced civilizations 

to the east that existed without any awareness of Christianity.  The church then revived 

the legends of Prester John to prove that Christianity did rule in the far east.  Highly 

fanciful maps were produced of just where Prester John's kingdom would be found.  The 

realm of Prester John eventually became one of the fabled "Lost Kingdoms of Africa" 

that lured explorers, often to their deaths. 

 
16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 
17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 
 

Monday: Read James 1:16-17.  What temptations do Christians face when troubles and 

difficult times come into our lives?  James has shown us one temptation in verses 13-14 

that we looked at last week.  What is that temptation?  To blame God!  We want to 

accuse Him of tempting us, of making us want to sin, as though He is using our trial to 

tempt us to move away from Himself.  But that is not who God is.  God doesn't work that 

way.  It would be completely against His nature to do so.  In these next verses James 

continues to show God's good character for his readers.  First, James begins by warning 

his readers, his beloved brothers and sisters, not to be deceived.  What is being deceived?  

It is believing what is not true, or being misled.  Why do you suppose that James writes 

this warning right here in his letter?  Unfortunately, when we are in the middle of 

troubles, it is easier to believe what is not true.  Why?  When we are distressed we might 

not see the truth of God's character and purposes clearly.  We may be tempted to think 

that God does not love us or that He is not good.  Has this ever happened to you? 

 

Tuesday: Read James 1:16-17.  In verse 16, James urges his readers not to be deceived. 

Our emotions are powerful.  Emotions and sinful thinking can trick us into turning away 

from God.  When we are in the middle of a difficult trial, we may be tempted to change 

our opinion of the trustworthiness of our God.  We might start thinking of all the things 

we think we are missing in our lives.  If God were good, wouldn't we have those things? 

When we begin to think like this it leads to even more temptation.  We might begin to 

look elsewhere for the good things we think we are missing.  We might even attempt to 

take control and try to work things out our own way.  In verse 17 James flips this 

common human failing.  How can we resist falling into this trap?  By telling ourselves 

the truth: God gave each of us every single good thing in our lives.  He is the source of 

all the good we have and all the good we so desperately want.  It is important to 

remember that who God is does not change when troubles come.  He doesn't go from 

being a good God to a bad God when our trials begin.  He is the source of all the good in 

our lives; He never changes.  When we are distressed it is important to cling to the truth, 

which is that every good thing in our lives is a gift from our Heavenly Father. 

 



Wednesday: Read 1 John 1:5 and James 1:17.  What do you think of when you think of 

darkness?  (Maybe things like not being able to see, being deceived, shadows, spooky 

things, night, monsters, being all alone, being separated from God, etc.)  What do you 

think of when you think of light?  (Maybe things like daytime, sunshine, outside fun, 

being able to see clearly, knowing the truth, being close to God, etc.)  1 John 1:5 tells us, 

“God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”  In James 1 verse 17, James uses the 

phrase, “the Father of the heavenly lights.”  What do you think both John and James are 

showing us about the character of God in these verses?  First, He is the source of the light 

and He is light.  The sun can never be in a shadow.  At times, shadows may fall on us, but 

God is ever and always light.  If we turn away from Him, we go only deeper into shadow 

and into darkness.  Turning from God in order to avoid or escape hardship is like hiding 

from the sun while trying to escape from darkness.  The second truth is that God never 

changes.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  No matter what happens in our 

lives we can count on our Heavenly Father to remain constant and unchanging, a light 

shining in our lives always. 

 

Thursday: Read Psalm 84:11 and James 1:17.  “For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 

the LORD bestows favor and honor.  No good thing does He withhold from those who 

walk uprightly.” Psalm 84:11  The nation of Israel knew how important a shield was as 

they had to rid the Promised Land of the unbelieving nations there.  In Psalm 84:11, God 

is referred to as a shield but also as a sun.  Think about it, without a sun there would be 

no sunshine, and with out God there would be no Promised Land for the Israelites, in fact 

no life at all.  That is just how important God is to us.  We need Him for our physical life, 

but God is so good that He “bestows favor and honor,” and promises that “no good thing” 

will He “withhold from those who walk uprightly.”  By living in obedience, God 

promises that He won’t keep any good thing from us, and in His goodness, that means 

life (sun) and protection (shield).  How does Psalm 84:11 relate to what James is saying 

in James 1:17?  James wants to make it clear that God is good all the time.  Every good 

thing comes from Him.  And not just every good thing, but every good and perfect gift!  

Make a list of the good gifts God has given you in your notebook.  You can come back to 

that list and keep adding to it when you think of something later on.  When you are 

tempted to turn away from God you can come back to that list and be reminded of His 

goodness to you! 

 

Friday: Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 1:16-17 and 

Psalm 84:11 using the S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank You that You are a light shining in the darkness.  Thank 

You that You are always with me and that You are good!  Thank You for all the good 

things You have given me and that You will help me to turn away from temptation when I 

need help.  Help me to remember that every good thing in my life is a gift from You, 

Heavenly Father.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/what-is-the-promised-land-a-bible-study/

