
 

Week 45 
 

Reach Out and Rescue 
 

Janice and Brianna were best friends.  This year they were starting middle school and 

were so excited to be going to a newly built, beautiful middle school building.  The 

school year started out well.  Going to middle school was a lot different from elementary 

school.  The girls had a different teacher for every class and had to follow the schedule 

given to them by their homeroom teacher.  One other difference was that kids from all the 

different elementary schools were now combined in this one big school.  And that is 

where Brianna’s problem began.  Janice loved making new friends.  She introduced her 

new friends to Brianna and encouraged Brianna to join them for lunch at school and even 

some after school activities.  The problem was that Brianna didn’t really like some of 

these new friends.  It wasn’t long before Brianna understood that these friends lied, liked 

to gossip, and even made fun of everyone who was not like them.  Janice had gotten 

herself into a situation where now these new friends told her what to wear, what to like 

and what not to like, how to think, etc.  If Janice kept going on this path she would end 

up in some big trouble.  So what should Brianna do?  After talking to her parents about 

the situation, Brianna decided that she needed to reach out to Janice and try to turn her 

back to thinking for herself and making good decisions.  One day after school Brianna 

had a chance to talk to Janice.  She explained to Janice that she loved her and was 

concerned that if she followed these friends without thinking for herself she was going to 

get into trouble.  Janice accused Brianna of being jealous of all her new friends.  But 

Brianna didn’t back down.  She explained to her friend what she had observed--and 

pointed out how they were telling Janice how to act, what to wear, and what to think.  

Brianna asked her friend if she was willing to give up being Janice just to fit in with this 

group of new friends.  Janice said she would think about what Brianna said.  About two 

weeks later this group of friends got into some big trouble at school for harassing other 

students.  They were suspended for two weeks.  Was Janice one of them?  No!  Her best 

friend had turned her back from the brink of disaster. 

 
19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and 
someone should bring that person back, 
20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save 
them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 



Monday: Let’s begin this last week of our study of James’s letter by reviewing the plan 

of Salvation. 

1. God loves you and has a great plan for you (Psalm 139:13-16) - God made the 

world, God made people, God made you, God wants to have a relationship with 

people, and God wants to have a relationship with you! 

2. We have all sinned (Romans 3:23) - Everyone must understand that he is 

separated from God.  Sin is choosing to do things our way instead of God's way 

(some examples of sin are: disobedience, lying, fighting, or even stealing). 

3. We deserve to be punished for our sins (Romans 6:23) - A "wage" is what we 

deserve for doing something.  A parent works at a job and earns money or a wage. 

The wages of sin is death.  Death is not just dying it is separation from God 

forever.  We will all die, but we can not be with God in Heaven because of our 

sin. 

4. Even though we chose to sin, God still loves us and offered to forgive us 

(Romans 5:8) - How do you think it makes God feel when you sin?  God 

promised that one day a Savior would come who never sinned, and would die for 

all people.  Do you know who that Savior is?  Did you know that He died for 

you? 

5. Jesus died for us (John 3:16) - Because sin separates people from God, everyone 

needs a Savior.  Do you know why Jesus died?  Jesus loved us so much.  He 

willingly died for us, so we could be with God forever.  Jesus rose from the dead, 

so we could have eternal life. 

6. You can become a Christian by confessing that Jesus is your Savior and Lord 

(Romans 10:9) – To become a Christian and part of God’s family you must: 

• Admit you have sinned  

• Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross and rose from the 

grave.  

• Commit your life to living for Jesus Christ 

 

Tuesday: Read Matthew 18:12-14.  Jesus was speaking to a group of tax collectors, 

sinners, Pharisees, and teachers of the law.  He asked them to imagine having a hundred 

sheep and one of them wandered away from the sheepfold.  A shepherd would leave his 

ninety-nine sheep and search for the lost one until he found it.  Then, with joy in his 

heart, he would put it on his shoulders, take it home, and tell his friends and neighbors to 

rejoice with him, because he had found his lost sheep.  Jesus finished by telling them 

there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous people who do not need to repent. 

 

While this parable is about the salvation of someone who is not yet saved, the lessons in 

this story can also be applied to those of us who already belong to the family of God.  In 

the story a sheep wanders away from its herd.  There are times when Christians, like that 

one sheep, wander away from God. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-sin-700703
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But why would believers wander away from the God who loves them?  If a sheep takes 

its eyes off the shepherd, it can easily wander toward a patch of grass that looks better 

and end up separated from the flock.  In the same way, we might see a path that seems to 

lead to something better.  We may wander off as we follow that path, but as we follow it, 

we grow further away from God.  We may not even notice the distance between us and 

God until we find ourselves in trouble.  Other Christians may make the choice to follow 

their own path.  They know their choice is wrong, but they choose to do it anyway.  What 

do you think happens to Christians that wander away from God?  If you wandered away 

would you want a Christian to reach out to you and turn you back into fellowship with 

God?  Write your thoughts in your notebook. 

 

Wednesday: If your brother or sister, or a friend that you love, wandered into a 

dangerous situation, what would you do?  Hopefully, you would get a grownup and help 

bring them back to safety.  What if you knew that your loved one was in danger but you 

told no one or did nothing to help them?  If that person was harmed, do you think you 

might be held responsible for not telling anyone?  Read James 5:19-20.  In these last two 

verses of James’ letter, James talks about this very situation.  If a brother or sister in 

Christ has wandered away from the family of God, what does James say should happen?  

(Someone should bring that person back.)  It might seem like James is making a 

suggestion, but these words are more than a suggestion.  James is saying that if we know 

of someone who has wandered away we need to make an attempt to reach out and rescue 

them from the danger of separating themselves from God.  James means that if we don’t 

at the very least alert someone else of the problem we will be held accountable by God.  

This is one of those good deeds that we know we should do.  (James 4:17)  And if we do 

not do it, we have sinned. 

 

Thursday: Read James 5:19-20.  As believers, we have a tough but important 

responsibility.  If another believer wanders away from the family of God we are 

responsible to help turn them back.  We don’t have to know why they wandered, we just 

need to take some action.  So what action do we take to bring a wanderer back?  James 

doesn't tell us how we might accomplish this rescue, only that we should try.  Even 

reaching out to someone who has wandered from God's truth, with grace and compassion, 

is sometimes enough to bring them back to God’s family.  James has encouraged prayer 

for each other.  And we can ask other Christians for help if we need it.  In any case, the 

attempt to reach out and rescue these sinful wanderers should be made with great love 

and concern for their souls.  James is not speaking here out of judgment.  He's speaking 

of a sincere interest—a loving effort—to help someone else.  Why is this so important? 

People who wander from God's truth, have walked away from truth and into sin.  Instead 

of trusting God, they are trusting a lie that is leading them away from the path of faith in 

God.  If they can be turned back, they—or their soul—will be saved from death and their 

many sins will be covered over.  What a great privilege to be called by God to help turn 

anyone who has wandered away back to Him! 

 



Friday: Today we finish our study of the Letter of James.  God spoke through James to 

give Christians practical instructions.  Do you and I want to know how to live on earth 

while we wait for the return of Jesus Christ?  This letter written by James tells us how to 

handle trials, how to deal with temptations and evil, how to communicate, encourages us 

to love our neighbor, explains about faith and wisdom, deals with conflicts in the Church, 

truly grasps God’s amazing love, teaches us to have patience, deals with money, and 

having the power of prayer!  Wow!  James’ letter is packed with just what we need as 

Christians.  Does anyone need encouragement and direction in life?  We all do, don’t we?  

The Bible books of James and Ephesians give us the understanding, help, encouragement, 

and direction we need to trust and obey God.  They are our guidebooks on how to 

successfully live the Christian life and glorify God as we do! 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 5:19-20 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for this letter that James wrote to his fellow 

believers in Jesus.  Help me to remember all that I have learned, and to come back to 

James’ letter when I need help.  Help me to help anyone who has wandered away from 

You if I can.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


