
 

Week 41 
 

When Good People Suffer 
 

Once there was a shepherd boy, who had to look after a flock of sheep. One day, he felt 

bored and decided to play a trick on the villagers.  He shouted, “Help! Wolf! Wolf!” 

The villagers heard his cries and rushed out of the village to help the shepherd boy.  

When they reached him, they asked, “Where is the wolf?”  

The shepherd boy laughed loudly, “Ha, Ha, Ha! I fooled you all.  I was only playing a 

trick on you.”  A few days later, the shepherd boy played the trick again. 

He cried, “Help! Help! Wolf! Wolf!”  Again, the villagers rushed up the hill to help him 

and again they found that the boy had tricked them.  They were very angry with him for 

lying.  Then, sometime later, a wolf really went into the field.  The wolf attacked one 

sheep, and then another and another.  The shepherd boy ran towards the village shouting, 

“Help! Help!  Wolf!  Help!  Somebody!” 

The villagers heard his cries but they ignored because they thought it was just another 

trick.  The boy ran to the nearest villager and said, “A wolf is attacking the sheep.  I lied 

before, but this time I swear it is true!” 

Finally, the villagers went to look.  It was true.  They could see the wolf running away 

and many injured sheep lying on the grass. 

 

To Think About: If this happened in real life do you think the shepherd boy would have 

gotten into trouble because of all the sheep that were hurt due his lying?  Do you think he 

would have suffered through a punishment?  Near the end of the story, why do you think 

the boy needed to swear he was telling the truth?  Is it alright for Christians to do 

something like this?  Why or why not? 

 



10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered.  You have 
heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about.  
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 
12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth 
or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you 
will be condemned. 
 

Monday: Read James 5:10-11. Suffering is part of life that everyone experiences 

whether they have chosen to follow Jesus or not.  Last week we looked at some of the 

prophets from the Old Testament of the Bible who suffered greatly.  James wrote that 

they were an example of patience in the face of suffering.  And through all their suffering 

they persevered and were counted as blessed.  In verse 11 we see that James also 

mentioned Job.  Job is known today by Christians and non-Christians alike for his 

patience in suffering.  This week let’s look at some of the lessons we can learn from Job. 

• Read Job 1:8. Lesson 1: Bad things happen to good people.  The book of Job tells 

right in verse 1 that Job was a blameless, upright man who feared God and turned 

away from evil.  But things quickly turned from good to bad.  Job’s suffering did not 

come because he was bad but rather because of his unwavering faith in God. 

• Read Job 13:15.  Lesson 2: As we suffer we should not lose our hope in God.  One 

of the greatest statements of faith in all of the Bible is found in Job chapter 13.  Job 

says: “Though he slay me, I will hope in him.”  No one and nothing can steal our joy 

unless we let it.  When our hope is in God, He will be our peace and strength as we go 

through times of suffering. 

 

Tuesday: In James chapter 1, James wrote that trials have a purpose.  They are the 

process by which the genuineness of our faith is tested.  Throughout testing, trials, and 

suffering, God is developing our character!  It is hard enough to have a good attitude 

when we are going through troubles that we know we brought upon ourselves.  But what 

about things that are completely unfair?  Job trials and suffering were those that were 

completely unfair from our human viewpoint. 

• Read Job 16:2-4.  Lesson 3: Friends may fail us but God never will.  Job was in 

despair.  His whole life had been turned upside down.  He had lost his wealth and his 

loved ones in a series of sudden calamities.  Now his health was gone too.  And his 

friends were no help or comfort in his time of distress.  Job knew that it was God that 

would be his help. 

• Read Luke 12:6-7.  Lesson 4: God Knows!  Jesus reminded His disciples that God, 

who even takes detailed notice of the sparrows, is much more deeply interested in 

what is happening with His own children.  Our Heavenly Father is aware of 

everything about us down to the smallest detail.  Even the hairs of our head are 

numbered!  When we are struck with tragedy or are persecuted for obedience, we can 

be sure that God knows. This is especially important to keep in mind when we 

experience the aloneness that we may feel at such times. “No one understands what 

I’m going through,” we think.  But God does!  He will never leave us or forsake us! 

 



Wednesday: Though Job could not begin to understand why all of these things were 

happening to him, he knew God was aware of it.  He did not react, as Satan had 

predicted, by cursing God.  Rather, Job told his wife, “Shall we accept good from God, 

and not trouble?” 

• Read Job 2:10.  Lesson 5: Wisdom comes from fearing God and turning away 

from evil.  In all that happened to him, Job did not sin in what he said.  Humility is 

key.  Pride can interfere with us following the wise ways of the Lord.  And when 

pride interferes it dulls our vision, and before we know it – we are on the wrong path 

towards evil. 

• Read Psalm 23:1-4.  Lesson 6: God is with us.  The Lord is our good shepherd and 

He never leaves our side.  He walks with us through the valleys.  He restores our soul 

when we are weary.  He leads us to the path of righteousness when we have lost our 

way.  He gives us courage when we are scared and he comforts us when we are 

hurting. 

 

Thursday: During Job’s hardships, he wanted answers from God about why all this had 

happened.  Finally, the LORD talked to Job.  Job answered some of God's questions and 

Job listened to God.  Job humbled himself before God and recognized the fact that the 

LORD could do anything!  God was powerful and had--and has--control over all things 

on the earth and in heaven.  

• Read James 1:5. Lesson 7: Trials are times to grow spiritually.  Job was so certain 

of his innocence and of the injustice of his suffering that for a long time he was 

unable to see beyond that.  He tried to defend himself from the false accusations of 

his friends instead of being able to see areas of his life where he could grow.  Again, 

God has reasons for allowing whatever happens—though we often have no idea what 

they are.  In our trials and tests, James encourages us to ask God for wisdom.  If we 

do so in faith, He will surely give it.  Whatever the trial or test, there is always growth 

that can be achieved. 

• Read 1 Peter 5:10.  Lesson 8: God is in control and He limits our trials. What we 

as Christians experience is not just chance or bad luck.  The devil does not “sneak up” 

while God’s back is turned.  God is involved in every test that we undergo and He has 

established the limits beyond which Satan cannot go.  Neither the length nor the 

severity of any trial is unlimited.  We can take heart knowing that God is in charge! 

 

In the end, God restored Job's health, his riches, his servants, and Job even had more sons 

and daughters.  What was different from the beginning of his story?  Job had learned a 

lot!  And God blessed him with twice as much as he had before! 

 



Friday: Read James 5:12.  At the end of this section on being patient through suffering 

James sticks in a thought that seems totally unrelated to that subject.  But it is important 

none the less.  What does James say we should not do?  (Do not swear—not by heaven or 

by earth or by anything else.)  Maybe you have heard someone say something like, “I 

swear on the Bible,” or “I swear on my Grandpa’s grave that I’m telling the truth.”  This 

is what James was writing about.  This may not seem like a big deal, but James begins by 

saying "Above all," indicating that this is a big deal.  In Matthew 5:34-37 Jesus taught his 

listeners that this was wrong, and James repeats that teaching.  Why?  The issue appears 

to be about honesty. Truthfulness is an absolute for those who trust in Christ. 

Our simple yes or no should be complete truth since lying or half-truths are never an 

option for us.  If swearing an oath is needed to convince someone of our honesty or intent 

to be faithful, it suggests we may not be known for telling the truth.  In Bible days the 

taking of oaths had become a way of tricking people or allowing wiggle room to get out 

of some kinds of agreements.  James is clear: For those in Christ, dishonesty is never an 

option! 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 5:10-12 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, We can learn many lessons from the life of Job.  Help 

me to remember these lessons when I am in a difficult time.  Help me to remember that 

You are in control and that You will never leave me.  Also, Father, help me to be honest.  

Let my “yes” mean yes, and my “no” mean no.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


