
 

Week 3 
 

Need Wisdom? 
 

Seth grew up “on the water” so to speak.  He came from a family who loved 

boating.  They loved canoes, rowboats, motor boats, and even sailboats.  They used them 

all.  And as Seth grew up his Grandpa and his dad taught him everything they knew about 

boating.  They not only taught him but they trained him in all aspects of boating use and 

safety.  And as he got even older they let him be completely in charge of some of their 

outings on different boats.  Now this summer, Seth was being allowed to cross the lake 

where they were camping in a motorboat all alone.  The lake was quite large but in the 

distance one could see the other side.  This would be a great test of Seth’s boating skills 

and he was so excited! 

Seth set off on a clear morning on calm water.  It took him about 45 minutes to 

cross the lake and pull into shore on the other side.  After securing the boat, Seth found a 

place to walk about a bit and get ready for the return trip.  As Seth was getting ready to 

boat back to the other side of the lake he noticed some dark clouds in the distance.  

‘That’s funny, it wasn’t supposed to rain today,’ thought Seth.  He climbed back into the 

boat and started off hoping he’d be able to get back before it began to rain.  About half 

way back, to Seth’s dismay, it not only began to rain but it began to storm.  They sky was 

dark, the wind picked up rocking the boat, and the rain pelted down.  Luckily there was 

rain gear aboard and within reach and Seth was able to at least put on a raincoat.  He 

hoped the storm would pass quickly.  Unfortunately, the storm grew even worse.  It got 

darker, windier, and rained harder.  Even though Seth was an experienced boater he was 

actually afraid.  He couldn’t see anything and he couldn’t think in all the turmoil.  What 

should he do?  He just didn’t know.  What would his grandpa or his dad do in this 

situation?  Of course, they would pray.  So Seth prayed asking God for wisdom in the 

storm.  And God who gives generously without finding fault gave Seth the wisdom he 

needed to safely navigate through the storm and reach the shore unharmed.  What a ride!  

As Seth secured the boat to the dock on his knees, he thanked God for the wisdom He 

had provided.  Seth would never forget that in times of trouble God is place to go for the 

wisdom we need! 



5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 
7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 
8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 
 

Monday: In last week’s devotions we looked at James chapter 1 verses 2 through 4, 

where James revealed that our Christian walk is about developing a deeper trust in God 

as we experience a variety of trials.  And those trials are exactly what we need in order to 

learn to trust God more!  In the next verses James begins to describe what it looks like to 

trust God as we walk through these trials.  Read James 1:5.  When we need wisdom what 

does James say we should do?  (Ask God.)  Why do you think James begins talking about 

wisdom here?  God’s wisdom is a further ingredient that we need to be able to endure 

trials joyfully.  When James says, “If any of you lack wisdom,” he is not saying that there 

are some people who do not need wisdom.  James implies that we all lack wisdom when 

we face difficult trials, but we don’t always see our need for God’s wisdom.  So what 

exactly is wisdom?  Wisdom isn’t simply intelligence or knowledge or even 

understanding.  It is the ability to use these things to think and act in such a way that our 

choices honor God and are beneficial for ourselves and others.  Can you think of a time 

when you used your knowledge and understanding to make a wise choice?  If so, write it 

down in your notebook. 
 

Tuesday: Have you ever felt like you are being tossed about by a storm?  You didn’t 

know what to do, where to turn, or who to believe?  You didn’t even know if you would 

survive the storm?  Where can we turn when we feel this way?  Yes, to God of course!  

Read James 1:5 again.  Not only will God give us wisdom, but James says He gives it 

generously.  He not only gives it generously, but gives it without finding fault!  When 

Solomon became King of Israel, he could have asked God for many things but what did 

he ask for?  Solomon asked for wisdom and God answered that prayer.  The Bible tells us 

that his wisdom grew so greatly that almost all that heard of him came to seek his 

wisdom and “came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon.”  Take 

time to think about something difficult you have experienced.  Did you think about 

asking God for wisdom?  If you did, how did God help you?  If not, do you think asking 

God for wisdom would have helped you?  Why or why not? 

 

Wednesday: Read James 1:6.  When we come to God asking for wisdom we must 

believe and not doubt.  In other words, God wants us to come to Him being sure that He 

will give us wisdom, that He is the one true source of wisdom, and that the wisdom He 

gives is trustworthy.  He wants us to be ready to act on the wisdom He gives us.  He 

wants us to hear and obey!  The person who doubts Gods' wisdom or willingness to give 

it is unlikely to accept the wisdom God gives.  He or she may instead look for answers in 

other places, looking for a second opinion to know what to do.  In James' day, those 

places may have included false idols.  Today our world has its own share of worthless 

places to find wisdom like false teachers, pop culture, celebrities, and horoscopes.  Can 

you think of any other worthless places to seek wisdom in today’s world? 



Thursday: Read James 1:6-8.  As we finish up our devotions on this section of scripture 

we come to James’ description of one who doubts when asking God for wisdom.  Write 

down in your notebook the things from verses 6-8 that describe one who doubts.  (They 

are like a sea wave being blown and tossed about; they are double minded and unstable 

in all they do.)  The one who doubts is “a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” 

In the original language of the Bible this actually means, is a “double-souled” man.  It is 

talking about a person whose heart is divided between allegiance to God and allegiance to 

what the world has to offer.  In other words, he’s not sure that he wants to know God’s 

wisdom, because he may not want to follow it.  He might think that it would be nice to 

know God’s wisdom for his situation, but before he commits to obeying it, he needs to 

find out if he likes it.  It’s like he’s shopping for answers that fit what he wants to do.  If 

God’s wisdom sounds good, he’ll follow it.  But if worldly wisdom sounds better, he’ll 

follow that.  James says that such a person should not expect to receive anything from the 

Lord. 

 

Friday: Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 1:5-8 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You that you offer us wisdom when we need it to 

help us in times of trouble.  Thank You that you give generously and that you do not find 

fault with us.  Help me to remember to look to You when I need to make wise choices and 

help me not to doubt.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


