
 

Week 38 
 

The Danger of Wealth 
 

School is out for the summer and Harris has decided that instead of playing sports 

all summer, he is going to work to make some money.  Since Harris is good with animals, 

he decided to start a pet care service for people in his neighborhood who are away or just 

need help with their pets.  So, he made up a flyer on his computer and made enough 

copies to pass out to all his neighbors. 

Harris started getting responses right away.  One neighbor broke her leg and 

couldn’t walk her dog so she wants to hire Harris to walk it.  Another neighbor has pet 

rabbits that need to be cared for while he is away for a week.  Harris is off to a good start 

with two jobs already!  By the end of first week Harris has gotten five more jobs helping 

other neighbors with their pets.  Now he is really busy! 

The next week six more neighbors call to hire Harris to help care for their pets.  

Now things are getting a bit out of hand.  Harris is too busy!  His best friend that lives 

next door offers to help him with his pet service.  Harris could really use the help but this 

was his idea and he doesn’t want to share the money he is making. 

 

To Think About: What are some solutions that Harris could consider for his problem?  

What do you think you would do in this situation? 

 



1 You rich people, listen to me. Cry and sob, because you will soon be suffering. 
2 Your riches have rotted.  Moths have eaten your clothes. 
3 Your gold and silver have lost their brightness. Their dullness will give 
witness against you. Your wanting more and more will eat your body like fire. 
You have stored up riches in these last days. 
4 You have even failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields.  Their pay is 
crying out against you.  The cries of those who gathered the harvest have 
reached the ears of the Lord who rules over all. 
5 You have lived an easy life on earth.  You have given yourselves everything 
you wanted. You have made yourselves fat like cattle that will soon be butchered.  
6 You have judged and murdered people who aren't guilty.  And they weren't 
even opposing you. 
 

Monday: Read James 5:1-6.  As we begin chapter 5 and a new section, James begins 

with the rebuke, “You rich people, listen to me. Cry and sob, because you will soon be 

suffering.”  This raises two reasonable questions: Is every wealthy person unrighteous 

and evil?  No!  Was James condemning every person who was wealthy?  No!  That is not 

the teaching of this passage, nor the rest of the Bible.  James’ strong words here are not 

about wealth itself, but for those whose wealth had caused them to fall into doing evil.  

(As a note: Most Bible scholars agree that the wealthy James was writing about here 

were not Christians—they were not believers following Jesus.)  These wealthy people 

were unbelievers who used their wealth to harm others.  Importantly, it also included 

those who did not use their wealth to help others (James 4:17).  James’ warning here is 

that the temptation to trust wealth instead of God is a trap, and most of us can fall into 

that trap.  Make a list in your notebook of all the things these wealthy people had done, or 

did not do, that were evil.  (They wanted more and more, they kept their wealth for 

themselves, they did not pay the workers who mowed their fields, they had lived an easy 

life giving themselves everything they wanted, they had made themselves fat, they had 

judged and murdered people who were not even guilty.) 

 

Tuesday: Read James 5:1-6.  James tells the wealthy that they better get ready to weep 

and wail, not because they were wealthy but because they kept their wealth for 

themselves and took advantage of others who had less.  The wealth was not the problem; 

how they misused it was.  When we come to passages like this as we study the Bible, it’s 

easy to think that they don’t apply to most of us because we’re not rich.  But in reality, 

compared to most of the rest of the world, we are rich!  James is also dealing with our 

attitudes toward money and wealth, not just the amount we might have.  Did you know 

that many of the people we read about in the Bible were very rich?  Job was very rich.  

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were rich.  David was rich.  Solomon was extremely rich.  

Jehoshaphat was rich.  Joseph of Arimathaea was a rich man.  Being rich is not evil, but it 

brings with it many dangers.  Take time to really think about this: If you had more money 

than you needed, what would you do with it?  What dangers might you face because your 

wealth?  Write your answers in your notebook. 

 



Wednesday: Read 1 Timothy 6:10.  “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evil….”  Today let’s take a look at some accounts in the Bible of those that fell into the 

traps that wanting or having wealth can cause. 

 

1. Achan thought that riches would make him happy and he stole from the spoils of 

Jericho against God’s direction.  This led to the death of several soldiers and 

eventually to his own death. 

2. When Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, thought that riches would make him happy, he lied to 

get riches from Naaman.  As a result, he got leprosy. 

3. After listing all the riches that he had accumulated, Solomon said, (Ecclesiastes 2:11) 

“Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, 

everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the 

sun.” 

 

What can we learn from what the Bible tells us about these people?  First of all, people 

with a strong desire for riches may do sinful things to get them, as in the cases of Achan 

and Gehazi.  What did they do that was sinful?  (Stole and lied.)  Secondly, riches do not 

make a person happy.  The truth is that riches often bring misery.  That was clear in the 

lives of Achan and Gehazi.  In Solomon’s case, as one of the richest men who ever lived, 

his wealth did not satisfy but led to a feeling of emptiness.  Take time to answer the 

questions after this week’s story.  What are some solutions that Harris could consider for 

his problem?  What do you think you would do in this situation?  How might 1 Timothy 

6:10 help Harris in this situation?  Write your answers in your notebook. 

 

Thursday: Read Luke 12:15. What is greed? Greed is a strong and selfish desire to have 

more of something, most often money or power.  What was the warning Jesus gave in 

Luke 12:15?  (Guard against every kind of greed.  Life is not measured by how much you 

own.)  As you work through the devotions this week you might be thinking that you don’t 

have any money, much less a lot of wealth, so this doesn’t apply to you.  But think about 

what you own and what you’d love to own.  It is amazing how the need for “stuff” 

controls our lives.  Do you know anyone like Harris is this week’s story?  Or maybe you 

know someone who wanted something desperately, received it, quickly found out the 

item didn’t make them happy, and began longing for something else.  Material things are 

not bad.  Neither is money.  But the Bible teaches us that they are deceitful.  They seem 

to promise divine joy, but instead offer enslavement to them – both in the desire to own 

them, and in having to take care of them, which keeps us bound to them long after any 

joy is gone.  It’s like the possessions own the owner, instead of the other way around!  

Read James 5:1-6 again.  Make a list of what James say happened to the riches of the 

wealthy people.  (They had rotted, moths had eaten their clothes, and their gold and 

silver had lost their brightness.)  What did James write would happen to these people?  

(They would soon be suffering.)  As you continue to grow up and grow in your faith, it is 

important to understand how money and “stuff” can trap us, cause us to fall into evil, and 

even keep us bound to them.  What might be one habit you can begin developing now in 

this area that will help you in the future? 

 



Friday: Read the following story, ‘The Rich Man and the Mathematician.’ 

 

Once upon a time, a greedy, rich man hired a great mathematician.  The rich man wanted 

the mathematician to find the best way for him to make the greatest profit in everything 

he did.  The rich man was building a huge safe, and his greatest dream was to fill it with 

gold and jewels.  The mathematician was shut away for months in his study, before 

finally believing he had found the solution.  But he soon found there were some errors in 

his calculations, and he started all over again. 

 

One night he appeared at the rich man's house, with a big smile on his face: "I found it!" 

he said, "My calculations are perfect."  The rich man was going on a long journey the 

next day, and didn't have time to listen.  He promised the mathematician he would pay 

him double his wages if he would take charge of the business while he was away, and put 

the new formulas into practice. Excited by his new discovery, the mathematician was 

delighted to accept. 

 

When the rich man returned, months later, he found that all of his possessions were gone.  

Furious, he went to ask for an explanation from the mathematician.  The mathematician 

calmly told him what he had done.  He had given everything away to people.  The rich 

man couldn't believe it, but the mathematician explained it further.  "For months I 

analyzed how a rich man could gain the maximum benefit, but what I could do was 

always limited.  There's a limit to how much one man can do by himself.  Then I 

understood the key was that many people could help us to achieve the goal.  So the 

conclusion was that helping others was the best way to get more and more people to help 

us." 

 

Disappointed and furious, the greedy man stormed off, desperate at having lost 

everything to the hare-brained schemes of a madman.  However, while he was walking 

away, several neighbors ran over, worried about him.  All of them had been helped when 

the mathematician shared the rich man's fortune.  They felt so grateful to him that they 

offered him the hospitality of their houses, and anything such a special man might need.  

The neighbors even argued over who would get to help him. 

 

Over the next few days, the rich man saw the full results of what the mathematician had 

calculated.  Wherever he went he was received with great honor, and everyone was 

willing to help him in whatever way they could.  He realized that his not having anything 

had given him much, much more.  The rich man was able to set up a new business, but 

this time he followed the brilliant mathematician's advice.  No longer did he keep his 

riches in a safe.  Instead, he shared out his fortune with others and found that the blessing 

of sharing was what truly made one rich. 

 



Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 5:1-6 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to understand how wanting more and more 

will never bring me happiness.  Help me to love You first, and use any money I have to 

honor You.  Help me to learn to share and be generous with what I own, because when I 

do I will bless others, and I will truly be rich.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


