
 

Week 37 
 

Good: To Do or Not To Do 
 

One month ago Trent had a birthday.  He had a big party and received lots of 

great gifts.  All month long Trent has been enjoying the gifts especially the new bicycle 

that his grandparents gave him.  Trent liked to show off his new bike because it was 

newer and nicer than any of the bikes his friends had.  He even bragged about taking a 

bike trip as soon as school was out.  He and his Uncle Tom were making plans to bike 

through the mountains, camping and fishing along the way.  Tonight as Trent sits down at 

his desk to do his homework he notices the package of thank-you cards that his mom 

gave him.  He was supposed to write one to each person that gave him a gift for his 

birthday and make sure they were mailed within a week after the party.  His mom always 

said that a handwritten card shows appreciation and honors those we need to thank.  Trent 

is sure that his mom has forgotten about the thank-you cards by now.  He is also thinking 

that those who gave him gifts have probably forgotten, or maybe they didn’t even expect 

a thank-you card.  After all he made sure to thank each guest as they were leaving his 

party.  Trent is tempted to just toss the package of cards in the trash.  No one will ever 

notice, or will they? 

 
16 As it is, you brag.  You brag about the evil plans your pride produces.  This 
kind of bragging is evil. 
17 So suppose someone knows the good deeds they should do.  But suppose they 
don’t do them.  By not doing these good deeds, they sin. 
 



Monday: As we begin a new week we find ourselves at the end of chapter 4 already!  

Last week we talked about making plans.  James began this section with what sounds like 

a pretty innocent statement.  In verse 13, he pictured a businessman saying, "Today or 

tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and 

make a profit."  What could be wrong with that?  James was actually referring all the way 

to back to chapter 3 when he wrote about worldly wisdom.  James was writing against the 

attitude which ignores God and focuses on our own selfish ambition.  What is wrong with 

this kind of attitude?  (We don’t know what will happen tomorrow.  Even our best 

planning is still subject to God's will.)  Read James 4:16.  As James continues his 

thoughts from verse 13, what were these believers doing?   (They were bragging or 

boasting about what they had planned.)  The plans themselves were not evil.  They 

became evil because they were made by human pride.  A believer might have proudly 

said, “I have decided to do this and nothing is going to stop me.  I’m a man of strong 

will!  I will succeed!”  He might even have puffed out his chest at his own resolve and 

strength of character.  What did James say about this kind of bragging?  (It was evil!)  

What can we learn from this section of James’ letter?  Everything we have comes from 

God by His grace.  We fall into pride when we do not keep that in mind--and then both 

our plans and our bragging about them are evil. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 4:17.  In the Bible we read a lot about sin.  What does James say 

is sinning in verse 17?  (By not doing these good deeds, they sin.)  So, what exactly is 

sin?  Read 1 John 5:17.  This verse tells us that every wrong thing we do is sin.  Who 

decides what is right and what is wrong?  Yes, God does!  Sin is what happens when we 

do things our way instead of God’s way.  So, sin is something that we do.  But did you 

know that sin can also be something we don’t do?  James says that when we know the 

good deeds we should do but choose not to do them, we have sinned.  Read Luke 10:30-

37.  In these verses we read of Jesus telling a story of a Good Samaritan.  In this story a 

man had been badly beaten and robbed and left in need of help.  The first two men who 

came upon the beaten man chose to pass by him without helping.  These men were a 

priest and a Levite.  Both men were Jews who knew God’s ways but they chose not to 

help.  A third man, a Samaritan (Samaritans were hated by the Jews), stopped to show 

compassion to the man in need.  He bandaged him up and took him to a safe place to get 

better.  He even paid for the man to stay there and be taken care of!  Jesus used this 

example to teach that we are to help those in need.  Jesus clearly communicated that it is 

sinful to chose not to do good, just as it is sinful to chose to do what is evil. 

 



Wednesday: Read James 4:17.  In this verse, James makes a challenging statement. This 

is a statement that was meant to stop us and make us think.  James has been teaching 

from the very beginning of his letter that Christians need to live out their faith in God.  

He has been clear that many of the "normal" ways we're used to thinking about our lives 

are proud, selfish, and faithless.  And now James is teaching that as believers we need to 

actively work for the good of others.  We need to be putting feet to our faith.  To continue 

down a path of worldliness, and trusting in ourselves, instead of trusting God, in our 

everyday choices is sin.  So what are deeds?  Deeds are the outward actions that show 

what we truly believe about God.  Let’s take a look at the story of Joseph from the Bible:  

One of twelve sons, Joseph was the favorite of his father Jacob.  And because of that, his 

brothers were more than jealous of him.  In their bitterness and rage, Joseph was sold by 

them to slave traders.  Joseph ended up as a slave in Egypt.  By the time Joseph saw his 

brothers again, he was second in command of Egypt and they didn’t recognize him.  Now 

Joseph had a choice.  This would have been the perfect opportunity for revenge right?  

Joseph did no such thing.  He did test them to be sure they had changed, but forgiveness 

was already his choice. (Genesis 42-45)  Even though they had sold their younger 

brother into slavery (a crime most of us would have a hard time forgiving), Joseph chose 

forgiveness.  He chose to actively work for the good of his brothers.  He would welcome 

his entire family back into his life with open arms, and they would move to Egypt to be 

with him.  Could Joseph have chosen to take revenge on his brothers?  (Yes!)  What did 

Joseph choose instead?  (To do things God’s way.)  Joseph is a great example of knowing 

the good one should do and then doing it. 

 

Thursday: Read 2 Samuel 6:5-7.  In this passage from the Old Testament, the people of 

Israel were returning the Ark of God to its rightful place.  It was a moment to celebrate.  

The Ark of God was being transported on a cart when the oxen stumbled.  Concerned that 

the ark might fall, Uzzah (one of the men steering the ark) reacted instantly, only 

concerned with steadying the ark.  But, after touching the ark, he was struck down and 

died.  Many in Israel, including King David, did not understand why this happened.  

(Unfortunately, they had tried to move the Ark of God their way, not according to God’s 

instructions.)  But they were learning an important lesson about God.  They were learning 

that He is serious about His Word.  That His Word is true in every situation.  His Word is 

the key to success and pleasing Him.  In His Word we learn His expectations--how we 

should live and what we should avoid.  The Bible shows that God rewards those who 

obey Him and take His Word seriously.  Read James 4:16-17.  This is where we need to 

be careful.  We may think that it’s ok to make our plans and even brag about them in our 

pride.  But James has shown his readers that when we know we should not live according 

to worldly wisdom but do it anyway, that is sin.  It is sin because we know what we 

should do but we choose not to do it. 

 



Friday: As we finish up another week, let’s take another look at the good we should do.  

James was not just writing about making plans, making good choices, and doing good 

deeds.  The good we should do that James wrote about involves all of our thinking and 

conduct before God.  Read James 1:22.  If all we do is think about what we are learning 

and never become "doers of the word," we sin.  Read James 4:17.  This verse adds a layer 

of duty and action to our knowledge.  We are not merely meant to avoid evil—believers 

are obligated to do what we know is good.  And we can always count on God to help us 

when we need it! 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 4:16-17 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer:  Heavenly Father, good deeds are not just things we do here and there.  

Doing good by Your standard is living in a way that pleases You, choosing to do things 

Your way instead of my way.  Help me to do the good I know I should do that I may 

glorify You!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


