
 

Week 36 
 

God’s Will or My Agenda? 
 

Jerry had his whole summer planned out.  He had a calendar and wrote what he wanted to 

do on each date.  He planned where he would go, how long he would stay, and what he 

would do there.  All he needed now was to inform his parents and other relatives he 

planned to stay with, and get the money needed from his parents to pay for all of his 

plans.  Sounds great, huh?  But unfortunately Jerry was in for a letdown.  He had not 

considered that his parents and other relatives might have their own plans—not only for 

themselves, but for him!  His parents had very different plans for the summer.  Not only 

that, they were not willing to give him the money to spend to make his plans happen.  As 

Jerry was planning, he did not even consider that things would not work out as he had 

planned.  Now he was stuck at home for the summer doing what someone had planned 

for him.  Where did he go wrong? 

 
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city.  
We will spend a year there. We will buy and sell and make money.” 
14 You don’t even know what will happen tomorrow.  What is your life? It is a 
mist that appears for a little while.  Then it disappears. 
15 Instead, you should say, “If it pleases the Lord, we will live and do this or 
that.” 
 

Monday: Read James 4:13-15.  It was the custom in Bible days to travel from city to 

city, carrying things to sell on the backs of camels, selling and buying in each city a 

merchant traveled to.  These words of James seem to be specifically for those people, 

who plan ahead--which city they are going to go to, what goods they are going to 

buy/sell, and how much money they will make.  When we think about these words of 

James, they apply to each of us today as well.  How many times do we plan ahead?  We 

schedule what we are going to do tomorrow, where we will be, and what we will do 

there.  But what does James say about our planning?  (We don’t even know what will 

happen tomorrow, or if we’ll still be on this earth.)  What does James say we should say 

instead?  (“If it pleases the Lord, we will live and do this or that.”)  What do you think 

James was trying to tell his readers here?  Write your answer in your notebook. 



Tuesday: Read James 4:13.  We all make plans.  So is planning ahead wrong?  (No.) 

What was James telling his readers here?  As the people made their plans, who did they 

leave out?  (God!)  They were making their plans to travel around, buying and selling, 

without any regard for God and what His plan might be.  What do you think James’ 

readers were missing?  They were imagining that they had total control over the events of 

their lives.  They completely missed the fact that even their best planning was still 

subject to God's will.  Many times when we say we want to know God’s will, what we 

are really saying to God is this: “OK, God, here’s what I’m planning to do.  I need you to 

approve it.”  What happened with Jerry in this week’s story?  Where did he go wrong? 

 

Wednesday: A man named Robert Burns once said something that has been repeated 

often.  He said, “The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.”  What do you think 

he meant?  Read James 4:14.  Planning is not wrong.  God wants us to be organized and 

use the time He has given us wisely.  To do that we need to make plans.  But we need to 

remember to include God in our planning.  Why?  Because we don’t know what will 

happen later in the day, tomorrow, a week from now, or a year from now.  Think for a 

moment about plans that you have made recently.  Maybe they were for a family outing 

or spending time with a friend.  Did you think for a moment that those plans, although 

good, might not work out?  Our lives are filled with interruptions, inconveniences, 

frustrations, and unexpected events.  People get sick.  Things break. Unexpected things 

happen.  Though these interruptions are unexpected and catch us off guard, they do not 

catch God off guard.  They are not random, meaningless events.  In fact, sometimes these 

interruptions are divinely placed in our paths for a reason.  God uses these interruptions 

to change us to be more like Jesus.  When our plans don’t go as expected it reminds us 

that we don’t have life figured out and that we can’t do it on our own.  They are like the 

Shepherd’s rod, pulling us back from our wandering ways, back to our Great Shepherd. 

We need these interruptions.  Why?  They bring our focus back onto our God and His 

plan for us.  Can you think of a time when your plans didn’t work out?  How did you 

react?  Looking back do you think it might have been God working in your life to bring 

your attention back to Him?  Write your answers in your notebook. 

 

Thursday: What is an agenda?  It is a schedule or list of items to be done now or in the 

future.  So an agenda can be the plans we make.  But there is another meaning of this 

word.  Agenda can also mean an underlying motive.  Sometimes people make plans 

according to their own motives.  Make a list in your notebook of things that might 

motivate people in making their plans.  (You might have thought of things like, “then I 

can get out of helping my dad,” or “I can make the money I need to buy what I want,” or 

“then I can do what I want when I want,” or “if I cheat I don’t need to take the time to 

study.”)  Read James 4:15.  What does James say we should say when we make our 

plans?  “If it pleases the Lord, we will live and do this or that.”  The point James is 

making is: not to include God in our plan-making is foolish.  It is foolish because we 

don’t know what is going to happen one minute from now, much less further into the 

future.  “If it pleases the Lord,” means that we consider whether our plans will be 

pleasing to God.  It means that we should plan according to God’s agenda and not our 

own.  How do we know what God wants us to do?  Write your thoughts in your 

notebook. 



Friday: Being a child you may not have a lot of say in what you can do at any given 

moment.  But something you can do is begin to plan for your future.  Read Jeremiah 

29:11.  ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’  Whether you are aware of it 

or not, God has a special plan for your life and He will point you in the direction He 

wants you to go.  Even now, as a child, God wants you to discover and begin to prepare 

for the special work He has for you to do.  How can you do that? 

 

Tool Box 
 

 

Discover Your Talents: Discovering your talents is a process that may require time and 

effort, but knowing them is necessary for preparing you for the plan God has for you.  

The Bible says, “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use 

them . . .” (Romans 12:6).  When we discover our natural talents and God-given gifts, we 

are one step closer to understanding our part in the body of Christ and fulfilling our 

purpose for God’s kingdom. 

Take Your Spiritual Walk Seriously: It is extremely important that you take your 

spiritual walk seriously.  The Bible says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 

Corinthians 5:7)  Begin to focus your attention on God and how you can grow more like 

Jesus and glorify Him each day. 

Set Goals For Yourself: God wants each of us to set goals for ourselves and actively 

work towards them.  The Bible says, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, 

but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty.” (Proverbs 21:5)  Think about your 

goals and dreams for the future.  If you don’t have any yet, ask God to help you make 

them! 

Pray: The Bible says, “Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.” (1 

Chronicles 16:11)  Prayer is important, not only because it strengthens our relationship 

with God, but also because it connects us spiritually with Him and the world around us. 

Prayer helps us to keep our focus on God and not on ourselves. 

Listen and Obey When God Speaks to You: The boy Samuel heard God’s voice.  Even 

as a young boy he listened and obeyed.  God wants to lead you to all the good things He 

has planned for you.  As you read His Word, pray, attend a church class, and worship, 

learn to recognize the voice of God speaking to you.  Remember God will never ask us to 

do anything that goes against what He tells us in the Bible. 

 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 4:13-15 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank You that You have plans for me and that those plans are 

good!  Help me to remember to include You in the plans I am making that I might glorify 

You in all I do.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


