
 

Week 35 
 

Only One Judge 
 

Hillary’s assignment for Language Arts was to read a short story and write a short essay 

about it.  The story she chose was called, ‘The Pear Tree and Four Seasons.’  This is the 

story: 

There was a man who had four sons.  He wanted his sons to learn to not judge 

things too quickly.  So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree 

that was a great distance away.  The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, 

the third in summer, and the youngest son in the fall. 

When they had all gone and come back, he called them together to describe what 

they had seen.  The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted.  The second 

son said no--it was covered with green buds and full of promise.  The third son disagreed, 

he said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was 

the most graceful thing he had ever seen.  The last son disagreed with all of them; he said 

it was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment. 

The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because they had each 

seen only one season in the tree's life.  He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a 

person, by only one season, and that the essence of who they are--and the pleasure, joy, 

and love that come from that life--can only be measured at the end, when all the seasons 

are up.  If you give up when it's winter, you will miss the promise of your spring, the 

beauty of your summer, fulfillment of your fall.  Don't let the pain of one season destroy 

the joy of all the rest. 

 

To Think About: What lesson does this short story teach?  What would you write in your 

essay if you were Hillary? 

 
11 My brothers and sisters, don’t speak against one another. Anyone who speaks 
against a brother or sister speaks against the law. And anyone who judges 
another believer judges the law.  When you judge the law, you are not keeping it. 
Instead, you are acting as if you were its judge. 
12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge.  He is the God who is able to save life 
or destroy it.  But who are you to judge your neighbor? 



Monday: Read the following verses: 

• James 1:19--My dear brothers and sisters, pay attention to what I say.  Everyone 

should be quick to listen.  But they should be slow to speak.  They should be slow to 

get angry. 

• James 1:26--Suppose people think their beliefs and how they live are both right.  But 

they don’t control what they say.  Then they are fooling themselves.  Their beliefs and 

way of life are not worth anything at all. 

• James 2:1--My brothers and sisters, you are believers in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ. So treat everyone the same. 

• James 2:8--The royal law is found in Scripture.  It says, “Love your neighbor as you 

love yourself.”  If you really keep this law, you are doing what is right. 

• James 2:13--Those who have not shown mercy will not receive mercy when they are 

judged.  To show mercy is better than to judge. 

• James 3:2--All of us get tripped up in many ways.  Suppose someone is never wrong 

in what they say. Then they are perfect. They are able to keep their whole body under 

control. 

• James 3:10--Praise and cursing come out of the same mouth.  My brothers and 

sisters, it shouldn’t be this way. 

 

Read James 4:11-12.  How do all these verses tie together?  What do they have in 

common?  Write your thoughts in your notebook. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 4:11-12. More than any other book in the New Testament, James 

places the spotlight on the necessity for believers to act in faith according to what we 

believe.  What do the all the verses from yesterday’s devotion have in common?  They all 

relate to the way that we speak and treat others.  This was a big issue for believers in 

James’ day and it still is in today’s world.  Why do you think that this area of speaking 

and relating to others is such a struggle for Christians?  Let’s think about the whole body 

of believers—the Church.  God doesn’t just call and work through individuals.  He has 

called us to be in community; the Church; the people of God.  Being in a community 

together has many advantages– 

• we can accomplish more together  

• we can support one another 

• we complement each other with our different gifts as the body of Christ 

But being in community with one another can be challenging. Misunderstandings, 

different personalities and points of view can lead to conflict and pain.  But God uses 

this.  This is a part of God’s purpose for having us be together, and not just off all by 

ourselves serving God independently.  As Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, 

so one person sharpens another.”  Our interactions with each other are meant to make us 

better. 



Wednesday: God puts us together, as different as we are, to stretch us and to teach us 

how to love Him and how to love others.  Why do you think that this area of speaking 

and relating to others is such a struggle for Christians?  Read James 4:11-12.  The 

problem is that when we experience relationship difficulties we too often respond in 

inappropriate ways, which makes the situation worse.  We do what comes naturally to us 

– in our human weakness and self-centeredness.  Things like gossip, speaking against 

another believer, always thinking we are right, always wanting our way, holding on to 

hurts and negative attitudes, being mean, being cliquish, being impatient, being hard-

hearted, and judging.  These are the things that come naturally to us.  We have all seen or 

experienced or even practiced these kinds of things.  We are all guilty.  When these 

things happen God’s purpose is defeated.  James is reminding his readers that believers 

walking in faith and living out that faith need to care for each other and walk in humility 

in our relationships with one another. 

 

Thursday: As we live out our faith we need to care for each other.  As a Church family, 

how do we do that? 

 

1. We are to love one another: Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that 

you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” – 

John 13:34.  Love means acting for the well-being of another.  And in this verse Jesus 

gives us Himself as an example.  We are to love one another just as Jesus loved us.  

Do we love one another?  It’s not about just words or feelings, but about how we treat 

one another. 
 

2. We are to welcome one another: “Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 

you.” – Romans 15:7.  Although we may come from very different backgrounds we 

are to accept each other as fellow believers.  We are to be to be warm and friendly, to 

make room for someone, to include that person, even if they are different.  Do we 

welcome one another?  Are we warm and friendly to others? 

 

3. We are to be at peace with one another: Jesus said, “Be at peace with one 

another.” – Mark 9:50.  When Jesus said this, His disciples were arguing with each 

other about who was the greatest.  Not only does He tell them that to be great you 

must be the servant of all, He tells them to be at peace with one another.  Are we 

living in peace with one another?  Do we work through any disagreements and 

conflicts?  Being at peace doesn’t mean pretending that we get along.  It means 

working through things with love and respect for one another, so that our 

relationships are healthy and fulfilling. 

 

4. We are to serve one another: “Through love serve one another.” – Galatians 5:13 

How are we serving God by serving others? 

 

5. We are to be kind with one another: “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted.” – 

Ephesians 4:32.  That is, don’t be hard hearted, but rather kind, generous and 

considerate.  Are we tenderhearted, forgiving, and considerate with others? 

 

 



6. We are to forgive one another: “. . . forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 

you.” – Ephesians 4:32.  When someone has wronged you, choose to love them, and 

seek to work through it, and when they make things right, restore the relationship. 

 

7. We are to pray for one another: James says, “Pray for one another.” – James 5:16. 

We are to care for each other by lifting lift up each other’s concerns before the Lord 

that he might give grace and help in their time of need.  Do we pray for others during 

the week? 

 

8. We are to encourage one another: Paul says, “Encourage one another and build 

one another up.” –1 Thessalonians 5:11.  To encourage means to cheer up, to comfort 

someone, to cheer them on.  Encourage is close in meaning to the words “build up,” 

which means to strengthen or to make more able. 

 

As you consider each of these ways to strengthen our relationships with others, how are 

you doing?  Are there any changes you may need to make?  Write your thoughts in your 

notebook. 

 

Friday: Read James 4:11-12.  One of the reasons that we might be quick to judge others 

is that we are struggling to do right ourselves.  In verse 11 James points out that to speak 

against and judge our neighbors is to make ourselves judges of God's Law itself.  That’s 

not our job.  This is especially true because, as James wrote in verse 6, God gives us 

more grace in response to our sin.  Here, James makes it clear that God is the only 

Lawgiver and the only Judge.  He is the only one able to save or destroy.  As people 

dependent on God's grace, we should not make, or speak any verdict against others based 

on our own judgment. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 4:11-12 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, You are the only righteous judge.  Help me not to judge others 

and help me not to speak against anyone, especially other believers.  Instead, Lord God, 

help me to be kind, compassion, and tender hearted.  Help me to live in peace, forgive, 

serve and encourage others just as Jesus did.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

 

 


