
 

Week 33 
 

Victory Every Time! 
 

Billy was a smart kid.  In fact, he was one of the smartest kids in his school 

according to the PSSA’s (Pennsylvania System of School Assessment) tests.  He always 

did great on these tests and tested among the highest in his grade.  Awww, here comes the 

but.  But, Billy tended to be a bit lazy and did not always exhibit good common sense.  

And that is how Billy found himself in trouble on this particular day. 

In Billy’s Sunday class they had been working on memory verses to help in 

submitting to God and resisting the devil.  His teacher said that when temptation came or 

the devil was trying to trick them, they would know these verses and be able to use them 

to make the devil flee instead of getting tricked into trouble.  But Billy had a different 

strategy in mind.  He figured that if he carried a small bible around with him, he could 

just pull it out and find a verse when he needed it.  Simple, and no memorization 

required; problem solved. 

 This Saturday morning, however, Billy forgot his Bible as he rushed out the door 

to make it to his soccer game on time.  His team was just one game from the 

Championship game.  They were playing a particularly good team and Billy’s team really 

wanted to win.  They wanted to win so much that the boys had come up with a scheme to 

cheat.  When Billy arrived they had just enough time to fill Billy in on the plan.  Yup, 

that bell went off in Billy’s head.  This was the devil tempting him to cheat with his 

teammates.  Even if Billy had remembered to bring his Bible with him, he would not 

have had time to find a bible verse to use because it was time for the game to begin.  His 

teammates were counting on him to go along with their plan and so Billy did.  It wasn’t 

long before they were caught cheating and disqualified.  Billy and his teammates were 

booed off the field.  Billy looked up into the stands and saw the disappointed faces of 

their parents.  Not only were they disqualified, but they would not be allowed to play on 

any soccer team next season.  If only Billy had memorized those verses . . . 

 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 



Monday: Read James 4:7a (a means the first part of the verse).  In James 4:7a, James 

says, “submit yourselves to God.”  What does it mean to submit to God?  The word, 

submit, is translated from the language that the Bible was originally written in.  This 

word in the original language was used as a military term meaning, "to arrange troops 

under the command of a leader."  This is a picture of what it means to "submit" to God.  

It means to put oneself under the command of God rather than to live according to the 

worldly way of life.  When Jesus lived on the earth He said things like: “I have come 

down from heaven not to do My will but to do the will of Him who sent me… Whatever I 

say is just what the Father has told Me to say.”  (John 6:38, 12:50)  “I tell you the truth, 

the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what he sees his Father doing, 

because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”  (John 5:19)  Jesus is a great 

example of submitting to God.  He did and said just what His Father, God instructed Him 

to do and to say.  Can you think of any other word that would help us to understand 

submitting to God? 

 

Tuesday: Read James 4:7b (b means the second part of the verse).  Here James is telling 

his readers to resist the devil.  Who is this devil that James is writing about?  The devil or 

Satan, is a fallen angel.  He rebelled against God in heaven and was cast out of heaven.  

He is the enemy of God and of Christians.  Many people think of God and the devil as 

equals, but on opposing sides in the battle of good and evil.  But the Bible explains that 

they are in no way even close to being equal.  The truth is that God is the all-powerful 

everlasting creator; the devil is the defeated creature who will one day, be destroyed for 

ever.  And the great news is that just as Jesus was able to stand up and resist the devil so 

can we, because Jesus has passed on to Christians his power and authority.  So how do 

we stand up to or resist the devil?  To resist means to withstand, strive against, or oppose 

in some manner.  Resistance can be a defensive maneuver on our part, such as resisting 

the temptation to sin.  Or it can be an action we take using the Sword of the Spirit, which 

is the Word of God.  Using Bible verses to expose Satan’s lies and temptations is the 

most effective way to resist and defeat them. 

 

Wednesday: Read James 4:7.  This is a verse of victory for Christians!  When we do 

these two things--submit ourselves to God and resist the devil--we will have victory over 

the enemy every time!  Were you able to think of another word that would help us to 

understand submitting to God?  Maybe you thought of the word, obedience.  In order to 

make the devil flee from you, the first thing you must do is to be obedient to God our 

Father.  A disobedient believer or a believer who will not submit to God will not 

experience victory.  How do we know what God wants us to do?  The best place to find 

the answer to that question is in God’s Word, the Bible.  This is why it is so important to 

read and study the Bible and to memorize bible verses.  Maybe you are thinking that 

when the enemy attacks, you can pull out your Bible and find a verse to use against him.  

Why might this not be the best strategy to use?  What happened to Billy in this week’s 

story when he used this strategy? 

 



Thursday: Read James 4:7.  Another strategy one might try is to obey God the best they 

can and ignore the devil or pretend he doesn’t exist.  Why do you think that this might 

not be the best strategy to use?  Unfortunately, pretending that the devil does not exist 

will not keep him from attacking us.  Just as Satan attempted to destroy Jesus by His 

crucifixion on the cross, he will also attempt to destroy every Christian.  So, if we realize 

that we've been on the world's path living in worldly wisdom it is time to “Submit 

yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  That means giving 

up getting what we want, and willingly receiving all the good our Heavenly Father 

provides.  We must give up the battle to get what we want and turn to live in obedience to 

God.  Finally, we must resist the devil.  In chapter 3, James revealed that worldly wisdom 

is, in part, from the devil, God's enemy and our enemy.  Satan has been busy constructing 

this system of envy and ambition from the beginning of the world in the Garden of Eden. 

James's promise is clear: If we stop following the path of the world, submit to God, and 

resist the devil, he will run away from us.  We must resist, though.  Resistance requires 

us to actively turn away.  We must continually counter the devil’s lies by using God’s 

Word and telling ourselves the truth about our God's goodness, love, and power.  When 

we do this, the devil will not hang around.  He will flee and we will have victory. 

 

Friday: Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 4:7 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, I love to win!  Thank you that when I obey You and use 

your Word when I am tempted, the devil will flee and I will win through my Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Help me to love Your Word and to memorize bible verses so I can be 

ready when temptation comes.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


