
 

Week 32 
 

A Jealous God? 
 

In her 5th grade Sunday class, Arabelle’s teacher, Mr. Harris told a version of the well 

known story, ‘The Tortoise and the Hare.’  The story went like this: 

 

Once upon a time, in a field not too far from you, there was an energetic and happy hare 

and a sleepy tortoise. 

The happy hare was called Noel and the sleepy tortoise was called Archibald.  Archibald 

the tortoise liked to sit and munch his dinner slowly, while Noel the hare would gobble 

up his dinner and run round and round Archibald until he was dizzy. 

One day, they had an argument. 

‘I am the fastest animal in the whole wide world,’ said Noel.  ‘I’m faster than a cheeky 

cheetah, a kicking kangaroo and a racing rabbit,’ he boasted. 

‘Oh do be quiet,’ sighed Archibald.  ‘You are so full of yourself! If you’re not careful 

you’ll come to a sticky end.’ 

‘Where’s sticky end then?’ asked Noel. ‘Is it far from here?’ 

Archibald rolled his eyes and carried on munching on some tasty lettuce leaves. 

‘Oh, you two do stop arguing,’ said a blackbird as he flew past. 

‘No, this is serious,’ said Noel the hare.  ‘I will prove to you all that I’m the fastest 

animal in the whole wide world!’ 

‘Ok,’ said Archibald the tortoise.  ‘I’ll race you then!’ 

Noel the hare laughed his head off. 

‘Just you wait and see,’ said Archibald.  ‘I’ll get Wallace the wise old owl to organize a 

race for us.’ 

Wallace the wise old owl arranged the race for the next day.  All the animals in the field 

put on their best clothes, groomed their fur, picked up a flag to wave and got ready to 

cheer the tortoise and the hare on. 

‘On your marks! Get set! Go!’ called Wallace.  And the race began! 



Slowly, slowly, Archibald the tortoise set off and quickly, quickly Noel the hare raced off 

and soon he was out of sight. In fact, he was so far ahead that, when he looked back, 

Archibald the tortoise was nowhere to be seen. 

‘Gosh,’ Noel thought. ‘I’ve more or less won already!  I think I’ll just have a little nap 

under this tree, it’s such a hot day.’  Noel the hare was soon fast asleep. 

Meanwhile, Archibald the tortoise ambled along slowly, enjoying the sun on his shell.  

On and on and on and on and on he plodded and taking the odd nibble of grass from time 

to time.  He plodded past the oak tree, he plodded past the bridge, he plodded past the 

cow shed, he even plodded past Noel the hare who was still snoring under the tree.  

Archibald plodded on until he came to the finishing line where Wallace the wise old owl 

and all the other animals in the field were gathered. 

All the animals clustered around Archibald cheering and shouting. 

‘Well done! Well done!  You’re the winner!’ 

All the noise woke Noel the hare up with a start. 

‘Oh my!  Oh my!  What’s going on?  What’s all the noise?  Never mind.  I’d better finish 

the race then I can go and have my dinner,’ he thought. 

Noel the hare raced off down the hill towards the finishing line.  But when he got there, 

to his horror, he saw Archibald the tortoise with a gold winner’s medal around his neck. 

‘This can’t be right!  He must have cheated,’ cried Noel the hare.  ‘Everyone knows I’m 

faster than him!’ 

‘Archibald the tortoise didn’t cheat,’ said Wallace the wise old owl.  ‘He has won fair and 

square.  Slowly and surely, never giving up, Archibald passed the finishing line first.’ 

 

After telling the story, Mr. Harris asked each student to think about whether they were 

more like the hare or more like the tortoise.  No one answered out loud, but Mr. Harris 

wanted them to think about why they were like the character they chose.  Then Mr. Harris 

asked which character the class thought used worldly wisdom and which use godly 

wisdom and they discussed the results achieved by the characters in the story.  Finally, 

Mr. Harris had the class work together to write an ending to the story.  Half the class 

would write an ending where the hare demanded a rematch and used worldly wisdom to 

win at all costs.  The other half of the class would write an ending in which the hare 

would take a godly approach to his loss. 

 

To Think About: Which character are you more like, the tortoise or the hare?  Why did 

you choose the character you chose? 

 
4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God. 
5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the 
spirit he has caused to dwell in us? 
6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the 
proud but shows favor to the humble.” 

 



Monday: Chapter 4 begins with James bringing to the attention of his readers that they 

were traveling on an unspiritual or “worldly” road.  When people follow this road, they 

try to get what they want for themselves, frustrated by anyone who is standing in their 

way.  So, they fight, quarrel, even kill.  Instead of trusting that they have a loving 

heavenly Father to provide in His perfect timing, these worldly-minded people insisted 

on fighting to get what they wanted now.  Read James 4:4 and Exodus 20:14.  In James 

4:4, James calls his readers “adulterous people.”  In the Book of Exodus, one of the laws 

that God gave His people was that they were not to commit adultery.  What is adultery? 

When a man and woman marry, they make a promise to love and honor each other.  If 

one of them breaks that promise, by finding someone else for the kind of love and 

affection they should be getting only from the one they married, then they are 

“committing adultery.”  But James was not talking about their marriages.  Why were his 

readers adulterous?  They were committing spiritual adultery by being unfaithful to God.  

Read Matthew 22:37.  Instead of loving God with all of their hearts, James’ readers were 

unfaithful to Him by having an improper love for the things of the world.  Christians who 

commit spiritual adultery may think they love God most, but the truth is that they love all 

that this world offers more than they love God. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 4:4b.  James wrote that, “anyone who chooses to be a friend of the 

world becomes an enemy of God.”  What did James mean?  It's important to understand 

what James is not saying here.  James is not saying Christians should never be friends 

with non-Christians.  He is not saying that Christians should never build relationships 

with the people they meet.  James’ message is clear.  Christians who choose to continue 

to live according to the wisdom of the world, motivated by envy and ambition, seeking to 

get what they want above all else, are not living as friends of God.  They are being 

unfaithful to God and living as His enemies.  One of the wonderful things about the Bible 

is that it gives us examples to learn from.  Let’s take a quick look at Gideon.  (You can 

read about Gideon in Judges chapters 6-8.)  God called Gideon to help save His people 

from their enemy, the Midianites.  The Israelites were so oppressed that they hid in caves 

and mountainous dens in order to protect themselves and some of their belongings from 

this enemy (Judges 6:2).  The people’s suffering was so great that they "cried to the 

LORD," and God heard them.  Gideon would miraculously end up defeating the 

Midianites with just 300 men with God’s help.  But after this great victory, Gideon did 

something wicked.  Judges 8:27 tells us, “Gideon made an object out of all of the gold 

taken from the battle.  It looked like the linen apron the high priest of Israel wore.  He 

placed it in Ophrah.  That was his hometown.  All of the people of Israel worshiped it 

there.  They weren't faithful to the Lord.  So the gold object became a trap to Gideon and 

his family.”  How did Gideon choose to be a friend of the world?  (He made an idol and 

the people worshipped it instead of the Lord God.)  It is important for each of us to 

examine our lives.  What do we love most?  What do we spend the most time doing?  

How much time do we devote to reading and studying the Bible?  How much time do we 

spend talking to God in prayer?  Are we choosing the things of the world over God?  

Write your answers in your notebook. 

 



Wednesday: Read James 4:5 and Exodus 34:14.  In Exodus 34:14 God says, “for the 

Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”  What did God mean when He said He is 

a jealous God?  God did not mean that He is envious.  The word ‘zealous’ could also be 

used here.  These words are very similar and show God’s character in watchfully 

guarding that which is His.  Let’s look at an example from the Bible.  Read John 2:13-16.  

It was time for the yearly Passover celebration, so Jesus traveled to Jerusalem.  When He 

arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus went to the temple.  He couldn't believe what He saw.  Right 

there in the temple area He saw people who were selling cattle, sheep, and doves to be 

used as sacrifices in the temple.  There were even tables set up where men were changing 

money so that people could pay their temple taxes.  It looked more like a flea market than 

a house of worship.  Jesus did not like what He saw.  He was so angry that picked up a 

piece of rope, made a whip, and drove the cattle, sheep, and those who were selling them 

out of the temple.  Next, He went to the money changers and turned their tables over, 

scattering coins all over the temple floor.  To the ones who were selling the doves He 

said, "Get out of here!  How dare you turn my Father's house into a market."  This is an 

example of Jesus being zealous or jealous for the things of God.  The Bible tells us that 

we are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in us.  If we continue to live 

according to the world's wisdom, God takes that choice not to trust Him very personally.  

He is jealous for us.  He won't easily allow us to continue to lead selfish lives when He 

has placed His Spirit in us. 

 

As we think about Jesus cleansing the temple, we need to look at our own lives to see if 

there is any cleaning that needs to be done.  Are there any areas of your life where you 

need to do some house cleaning? 

 

Thursday: Read James 4:4-6.  So far in chapter 4, James has given a dire warning to his 

Christians readers.  He has scolded them for living according to the wisdom of the world. 

They have been driven by envy, and the ambition to succeed to the point of fighting with 

each other to get what they want.  When we look around us at the world today this 

actually seems normal to live this way.  This is the world system that we live in everyday.  

But James warned believers that they are committing adultery against God by living this 

way!  God takes this unfaithfulness personally.  That is the bad news.  But in verse 6 we 

read some good news!  What is the good news?  (God gives us more grace and shows 

favor to the humble!)  Even if we have been living in a worldly way, we have not outrun 

the grace of God.  He calls us to humble ourselves and receive more grace from Him.  He 

calls us to repent of the sin of depending on ourselves and demanding what we want, and 

humble ourselves before Him, receiving with thankfulness all the good He chooses to 

give us.  The grace that God gives is given to all who trust in Jesus Christ.  Our sin is 

serious and wicked, but God gives more grace.  He forgives our sinfulness through our 

Lord, Jesus Christ and continues to give us the good things we have not earned and don’t 

deserve. 

 



Friday: This week we have learned that following the ways of the world and walking in 

worldly wisdom is being unfaithful to God.  We have also learned that when we examine 

our lives, repent of sin, and humble ourselves before God, we will receive the grace that 

God gives.  You might remember from the Ephesians Adventure that grace means, 

“unmerited favor.”  It is kindness from God that we don't deserve.  When we are humble 

before God, He gives us more grace and shows us His favor. 

 

Write out an ending to the story of the tortoise and the hare using what you learned from 

the devotions this week. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 4:4-6 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, show me any area of my life that does not please You.  

Work in me and help me to walk in Your ways and not in the ways of the world.  Help me 

to always be humble before you.  Thank You that I can come to You for help and thank 

You for the grace and favor You give.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 


