
 

Week 31 
 

Walking With Heavenly Wisdom 
 

Candace is one of Charmaine’s very best friends.  For her birthday Candace 

received a beautiful gemstone necklace from her grandparents.  The necklace was really 

pretty and Charmaine was happy for her friend.  When Candace wore the necklace to 

school, their other friends loved it as well. 

As Candace wore the necklace to school every day, their other friends continued 

to make a big deal about it.  They commented on the way it reflected the sunlight and 

sparkled.  They talked about how it was a perfect match for Candace’s eyes.  Some of the 

girls wanted to start saving money so they could buy one like it.  And Candace just loved 

all the attention. 

Now Charmaine finds herself very annoyed that everyone is so enamoured with 

this necklace and Candace is getting so much attention.  Not to mention she wishes she 

had one, too.  She feels frustrated and even jealous.  She doesn’t think she can listen to 

even one more comment about that necklace! 

 
1 What causes fights and quarrels among you?  Don’t they come from your 
desires that battle within you? 
2 You desire but do not have, so you kill.  You covet but you cannot get what you 
want, so you quarrel and fight.  You do not have because you do not ask God. 
3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that 
you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
 

Monday: Read James 4:1-3.  Chapter and verse markings were not part of the Bible 

when it was first written.  These breaks were added hundreds of years later to help make 

it easier for readers to find specific verses and stories.  So, even though we begin a new 

chapter, James is continuing his thoughts from chapter 3, where he just compared the 

results of living by the wisdom of heaven, and the results of living by the world's 

wisdom.  As we begin chapter 4, James begins talking about how selfish desires are 

dangerous things.  They lead to wrong actions and wrong praying. 



As we have already learned, the world's wisdom tells people to decide what they want out 

of life and to make a plan to get it at all costs.  So, what is the problem with that?  The 

problem with this attitude is that it keeps our focus on ourselves and what we want, 

instead of on God and what He wants.  Success, according to the world, is defined by 

how much power and money we have.  Worldliness is driven by envy—"I want that"—

and selfish ambition—"I will do whatever it takes to get that."  How do you think that 

worldly and heavenly wisdom relate to these first three verses of chapter 4? 

 

Tuesday: Read James 4:1.  It seems that the believers that James was writing to were in 

conflict.  James asks what was causing their fights and quarrels.  Just like us today, they 

probably put the blame on the others around them.  James doesn’t let them get away with 

that though.  Instead, he asks another question.  What is the second question that James 

asks his readers?  (Don’t your fights and quarrels come from your own desires that fight 

within you?)  What did James mean?  He meant that because of bitter envy to get what 

they wanted, and a deep ambition to serve themselves, that his readers were fighting and 

quarreling with each other.  James’ point was, don’t look at other people as the source of 

your conflicts.  Look within!  The source is selfishness!  Can you think of a time you 

have seen this happen in your own life?  If so, write it down in your notebook.  What do 

you think happens when people don’t deal with their envy, ambition, and selfishness?  

Write your thoughts down in your notebook. 

 

Wednesday: Read James 4:1-2.  As James continues, he writes, “You desire but do not 

have, so you kill.  You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight.”  

Let’s look a story from the Bible to help us understand what James was saying.  The first 

children in the Bible were Cain and Abel his brother.  When Cain grew up he became a 

farmer.  When Abel grew up he became a shepherd.  Both of these men brought an 

offering to the Lord.  Let’s read what happened from Genesis chapter 4. 

 

2b Abel took care of sheep.  Cain farmed the land.  3 After some time, Cain gathered 

some things he had grown.  He brought them as an offering to the Lord.  4 And Abel also 

brought an offering.  He brought the fattest parts of some animals from his flock.  They 

were the first animals born to their mothers.  The Lord was pleased with Abel and his 

offering.  5 But He wasn’t pleased with Cain and his offering.  So Cain became very 

angry, and his face was sad.  6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry?  Why 

are you looking so sad?  7 Do what is right and then you will be accepted.  If you don’t 

do what is right, sin is waiting at your door to grab you.  It desires to control you.  But 

you must rule over it.” 

 

God accepted Abel’s offering but not Cain’s.  What was Cain’s reaction?  (Cain became 

very angry, and his face was sad.)  What did God say to Cain? (“Do what is right and 

then you will be accepted.  If you don’t do what is right, sin is waiting at your door to 

grab you.  It desires to control you.  But you must rule over it.”)  Cain did not listen to 

God however.  He let his bitter envy and selfish ambition cause him to do something very 

evil.  What did Cain do?  8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.”  So 

they went out.  There Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 



What happens when people don’t deal with their envy, ambition, and selfishness?  They 

fight, quarrel, and sometimes even kill because of these sins.  Just like unbelievers, the 

Jesus followers in James’ day had decided they were not willing to give up getting what 

they wanted.  Driven by envy and selfish ambition, they wanted to win no matter what it 

cost them. 

 

Thursday: Read James 4:2b-3.  (b means the last part of the verse.)  James writes to his 

readers that they did not have because they did not ask God.  Why do you think these 

believers did not ask God for what they wanted?  These believers may have believed in 

God, but they didn't trust Him to give them what they wanted when they wanted it.  As 

we read in verse 3, when they did ask God for what they wanted, they were simply trying 

to get Him to give them what they thought was best.  Their prayers were not really 

requests; they were asking God to answer their prayers for their own selfish desires.  

They were using their worldly wisdom to get what they wanted.  The God who loves us 

does not answer prayer that is used to serve our own sinful desires.  Make a list in your 

notebook of any people you have read about in the Bible that prayed.  What did they pray 

about?  In almost every book of the Bible we read how God’s people came before Him in 

prayer.  Sometimes they prayed for small things and many times for big things.  We can 

read examples of God’s people praising Him, delighting in Him, asking for God to 

provide, keep them safe, or deliver them from their enemies.  What kind of prayer does 

God answer? 

 

Friday: We are all guilty of wanting things and trying to get what we want our own way 

instead of relying on God.  But the good news is we have a Heavenly Father who 

understands our weakness.  We all face tough choices in life, and sometimes it’s hard to 

know the right thing to do.  Thankfully, we can go to God and receive the wisdom we 

need to make the right choices. 

 

Take a moment to think about this week’s story.  Have you ever been in a situation like 

Charmaine’s?  If yes, how did you handle it?  Read I Corinthians 13:4.  Candace is one of 

Charmaine’s very best friends.  How might this verse help her to handle her situation?  

How could this verse help you when you feel envious? 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 4:1-3 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for Your Word, the Bible.  Thank You for all 

I am learning from the Book of James.  Please keep me from any fighting and quarreling.  

Teach me to bring my tough choices to You, and give me the wisdom I need to make the 

right choices.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


