
 

Week 30 
 

A Crop of Righteousness 
 

Do you know anyone who needs to have things done their way?  It is either their way or 

no way at all?  Phil was that kind of boy.  He liked to do things his own way and he had 

his own ideas about how things should be done.  That is how Phil got into trouble on this 

particular day.  His mom had gone out to run some errands and left Phil with a list of 

chores to do while she was gone.  One of the chores was to walk their dog, Fluffy.  

However, Phil did not want to walk Fluffy, so instead he let her out into the back yard to 

play while he did the other chores.  An hour later when Phil had finished the chores he 

opened the back door and called for Fluffy.  Usually Fluffy would come running but not 

today.  So Phil went out in the back yard to look for her.  Still no Fluffy.  Phil checked 

the gates, they were closed.  He started to feel a little panicked since he couldn’t find her 

anywhere.  Then he noticed a hole dug in the corner of the yard right under the fence.  

Fluffy had gotten out!  As Phil headed to the gate to go and search for Fluffy he heard 

voices.  It was his mom’s voice and that of his neighbor, Mrs. Jensen.  Mrs. Jensen 

sounded angry and Phil soon found out why.  Fluffy had gotten out and dug up most the 

vegetable plants in Mrs. Jensen’s garden.  Phil realized that if he had taken Fluffy for a 

walk instead of letting her out into the back yard this never would have happened. 

 

Read Proverbs 3:7.  “Don’t be wise in your own eyes.  Have respect for the Lord and 

avoid evil.”  How do you think this verse could help Phil in the future? 

 
17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is pure. That’s the most important 
thing about it.  And that’s not all.  It also loves peace.  It thinks about others.  It 
obeys.  It is full of mercy and good fruit.  It is fair.  It doesn’t pretend to be what 
it is not. 
18Those who make peace plant it like a seed. They will harvest a crop of right 
living. 
 



Monday: Have you ever heard the saying, “what you sow you will reap?”  Did you know 

that actually comes from a verse in the Bible?  Read Galatians 6:7.  Do not be deceived: 

God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  When it comes to 

wisdom this verse is especially true.  What are sowing and reaping?  Sowing is the 

planting and reaping is the result or the harvest.  Let’s look at the first people God 

created, Adam and Eve, as an example.  God has given people laws or rules that help 

them live happy, successful lives.  In the book of Genesis, we read about God giving just 

one rule to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  God gave the first man and woman a 

command: "You may eat of every tree in the garden, but do not eat of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil. The day that you eat of that tree, you shall surely die." 

(Genesis 2:16, 17).  Did Adam and Eve obey God's one rule?  Sadly no, they did not.  

They listened to the serpent and believed its lie, and then sinned in the Garden.  Did that 

make God happy?  No.  God always wants us to obey Him.  God blesses those who obey, 

but there are consequences that follow disobedience.  What were the consequences for 

Adam and Eve?  They were sent out of the beautiful Garden of Eden, and now had to 

work to grow their food and would eventually die a physical death.  When one sows 

worldly wisdom, one will harvest a worldly result.  Do you remember the result of 

worldly wisdom from last week’s lesson?  It leads to disorder and every kind of evil. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 3:17.  Verse 17 tells us what heavenly wisdom is.  First it is pure, 

that’s the most important thing about it.  What else does this verse tell us about heavenly 

wisdom?  (It loves peace, it thinks about others, it obeys, it is full of mercy and good fruit, 

it is fair, and it does not pretend to be what it isn’t.)  Let’s look at two more people from 

the Bible that are an example of this kind of wisdom.  In the Book of Numbers, in the Old 

Testament, we can read about Moses who sent out 12 spies to spy out the land God had 

promised to give His people Israel.  When these twelve spies returned from scouting the 

land of Canaan they gave a report to Moses and the people of Israel.  God Himself had 

led them up from Egypt, and finally it was time for them to enter this promised land.  So 

what was the report the spies gave?  They returned carrying a bunch of grapes so large 

that two men had to carry it between them!  They said, “We went to the land where you 

sent us.  It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.”  Excitedly the people 

gathered around to see for themselves.  Everyone wanted to try the fruit.  The spies 

continued, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its 

inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.  We were like 

grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”  Ten spies gave this bad 

report.  But two of these spies Joshua and Caleb spoke up.  They said, “If the Lord 

delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us.  Only do not rebel 

against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection 

has departed from them, and the Lord is with us.”  They gave the people this good report.  

Because of the bad report of the ten spies the people refused to enter the promised land.  

What was the consequence of disobeying God?  They would spend the next 40 years 

wandering in the desert until they died (except for Joshua, and Caleb). 



What was the blessing for Joshua and Caleb?  God said, “My servant Caleb, because he 

has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he 

went, and his descendants shall inherit it.  Except for Caleb and Joshua, you shall by no 

means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in.”  Joshua and Caleb, 

because of their Godly wisdom, would enter the promised land, help conquer it, and live 

long blessed lives. 

 

Wednesday: Read James 3:17-18. James has been describing the difference between 

worldly wisdom and godly wisdom.  Worldly wisdom encourages us to be selfish and 

greedy, and to put our own interests before the needs of others.  Godly wisdom, on the 

other hand, leads to peace, mercy, and sincerity.  We saw yesterday that Joshua and 

Caleb showed godly wisdom because they understood what God wanted and had great 

respect for God.  They spoke and said, “Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the 

people of the land.”  They knew God was with them.  Joshua and Caleb would lead 

God’s people with that same wisdom 40 years later into the land that God had promised 

His people.  In verse 18 James finishes his thought from verse 17 with a beautiful word 

picture.  Imagine fields full and ready to harvest.  The crop of this field is righteousness, 

goodness, and everything those who belong to God would hope to see in the world.  How 

did it get there?  The crop was planted by those who make peace.  Peacemakers are those 

committed to living peacefully in full confidence that God is providing for them.  These 

are believers who know God is meeting every need and giving many good gifts.  Such 

people don't feel the need to fight against others for what they need.  Their peace-loving 

beliefs lead to fields of righteous choices.  

 

Thursday: Read James 3:18. So what is being a peacemaker?  A peacemaker is someone 

who actively pursues peace.  Peacemaking is not trying to give everyone what they want 

to make them happy.  Instead, it is working to produce right relationships in every part of 

life.  Right relationships between people and God, and right relations between people and 

others at home, school, work, church, in your neighborhood, and around the world.  Let’s 

look at some of the qualities of Christian peacemakers: 

 

• Peacemakers have received Jesus as their Savior 

• Peacemakers pray 

• Peacemakers have God’s peace and know that God is the source of all peace 

• Peacemakers love others 

• Peacemakers help build trust between people 

• Peacemakers want to understand the real reason there is conflict 

• Peacemakers speak God’s truth with love 

• Peacemakers do not give in to fear 

• A peacemaker forgives 

• A peacemaker’s motive is to glorify God by helping people 

 

How do these qualities relate to the godly wisdom we read about in verse 17?  Using 

verse 17 can you think of any other qualities that peacemakers have? 



Friday: When facing decisions and choices in our lives we can look to God’s Word to 

find what wisdom looks like for that situation.  When we follow Jesus, He leads us 

towards wisdom.  We may not find exactly what to do in every circumstance directly in 

the Bible but God’s Word does show us the characteristics of wisdom.  We can ask these 

questions when faced with a decision or choice – Is this pure?  Do I have peace?  How 

will this affect others?  Will I be obeying God?  Is it fair?  Will this bring good fruit (or 

can good come out of this)?  These questions can help us think before we make any 

decision and lead us in making wise choices. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 3:17-18 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, help me to love Your Word for from it comes Your wisdom.  

When I have choices to make bring the questions that can help me to my mind.  May I 

plant peace like a seed that I might harvest a crop of righteous living that will glorify 

You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 


