
 

Week 29 
 

Two Kinds of Wisdom 
 

Chelsa had been waiting for spring for months.  Dad had promised her a patch in 

the back yard for her very own garden.  This would be her first garden ever and she 

wanted it to be spectacular.  She had been helping her dad plant a garden every spring for 

years and now it was her turn to be in charge.  Her dad loved gardening magazines and 

always talked about something called, “a gardener’s wisdom.”  But Chelsa was pretty 

sure that she didn’t need either of those things.  She had all the gardening knowledge she 

needed.  She was determined to do things her own way.  Dad had helped Chelsa gather 

everything she needed and helped her clear a patch of land.  The rest was up to Chelsa.  

She worked hard for days hoeing the dirt, planting seeds, and making sure everything was 

well watered.  She had used some of her own new techniques that would put her garden 

over the top.  As she waited for the plants to grow Chelsa was busy boasting to anyone 

who would listen about how great her garden would be.  She had in the past envied 

beautiful gardens.  Her garden would surpass all those gardens put together.  She couldn’t 

wait. 

 Several weeks later Chelsa was able to enjoy the results of all her effort.  Or was 

she?  Her garden was actually pretty nice for a beginner.  Some of the techniques she 

used really worked well and dad even said he wanted to try them next spring.  But overall 

her garden fell way short of spectacular.  It wasn’t something that anyone would even 

stop to admire.  It was actually kind of a haphazard mess.  All of her envy and boasting 

had not done her any good at all.  She had to admit to herself and others that her garden 

was not all she expected or wanted it to be.  It was a hard lesson, but one Chelsa would 

remember the rest of her life. 

 

14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast 
about it or deny the truth. 
15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic. 
16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and 
every evil practice. 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 
 



Monday: Read James 3:14-17.  Last week we looked at what wisdom is.  This week we 

will explore the two kinds of wisdom that James talks about in chapter 3 verses 14-17.  

Today let’s look at verse 14.  There are some things that we can keep in our hearts that do 

not please God.  What are the two things in James 3:14 that James wrote about?  (Bitter 

envy and selfish ambition.)  First let’s look at bitter envy.  What is envy?  Envy is an 

emotion; a feeling of not being happy because someone you know has something you 

want.  When James wrote about bitter envy he meant not just a little bit of envy over 

what you want that others have.  No.  He meant wanting what others have so much that 

we think about it all day and dream about it at night.  And when we wake up, we find that 

nothing has changed.  They still have whatever it is we want so badly, and we still want 

it.  And before we even walk out the door in the morning, bitter envy is already 

whispering in our ears. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 3:14.  The second thing James wrote about in verse 14 is selfish 

ambition.  What is selfish ambition?  Selfish ambition can be understood as wanting to be 

more important than others or to put one’s own interests before another’s.  It is a me-first, 

myself-above-everyone else, way of living.  The people that James wrote to were 

experiencing conflict.  When James wrote, “But if you have bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your heart,”--he wrote this because it was happening in the lives of those he 

was writing to.  James was not writing to warn his readers of some situation that might 

happen in the future, but rather a very real situation that was already happening.  Why do 

you think wrote about these two things that people might keep in their hearts?  Do you 

think these are things that build believers up or tear them down?  How do you think these 

two things might affect one’s relationships with others?  Write your thoughts in your 

notebook. 

 

Wednesday: Read James 3:15-16.  In verse 15 what does James say about bitter envy 

and selfish ambition?  (These things that people might consider “wisdom” do not come 

down from heaven (from God) but they are earthly, unspiritual, and from our enemy.)  In 

verse 16 what does James write is the result of this ungodly wisdom?  (There you find 

disorder and every evil practice.)  James is not saying that being the best that you can be 

and being proud of what you have accomplished is bad.  The problem he was pointing to 

is the world's definitions of wisdom and success.  He was referring to a very worldly 

view of life.  As a result, we usually admire those who have become rich and famous.  

James wants to wake us up!  This worldly approach to life is not true wisdom. Why?  

Because it is not God's wisdom.  It is not heaven's wisdom.  It is a counterfeit wisdom.  It 

is fake and false.  And this false wisdom leads to disorder.  Billions of people with their 

own personal “wants” compete with each other, creating a form of chaos that seems both 

normal and exhausting to all of us.  This false wisdom also leads to every evil practice.  

Why?  Our self ambition will eventually require us to hurt someone else to get what we 

want.  It encourages us to make excuses for our selfishness.  It makes us unteachable, and 

people who can not be corrected.  Each person will do whatever they want when they 

want to do it without any consideration for other people.  Wow, does this sound familiar 

at all?  But this is not the way it must or should be.  In verse 17 James writes about the 

true wisdom that comes from heaven.  We’ll look at that tomorrow. 

 



Thursday: So far this week, we have been talking about an ungodly kind of wisdom.  

Read James 3:17. How does James describe the wisdom that comes from heaven?  (Pure, 

peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 

sincere.)  How do you think that these things affect one’s relations with others?  Godly 

wisdom is peaceable or peace-loving, putting a high value on easing conflict.  His 

wisdom is gentle or considerate, not ready to fight, but ready to serve.  This wisdom is 

reasonable or submissive, ready to see things from another point of view and do it 

someone else's way.  True wisdom is full of mercy and all the good things that flow from 

living this way.  This wisdom is impartial, not showing the favoritism James addressed in 

chapter two.  This wisdom is sincere, with no need to fake anything to get what it wants 

out of other people.  Did you know that you have a choice?  You can choose worldly 

wisdom or you can choose God’s wisdom.  Which kind of wisdom will you choose and 

why?  Write your thoughts in your notebook. 

 

Friday: We have seen that through the Book of James so far that he doesn’t seem to 

mind that people might be offended by what he writes.  He is interested in the truth and 

believers putting God’s truth into action.  Perhaps he learned that from Jesus.  Just like 

we can live out our faith, we can also live out the wisdom that comes from God. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 3:14-17 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You that the wisdom that comes from You brings 

peace, patience, and joy to our relationships.  Thank You for this Book of James that 

teaches us how to live out our faith and have Your wisdom while doing it.  Help me to do 

just this for Your glory.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


