
 

Week 28 
 

The Humility of Wisdom 
 

One month ago Trent turned 12.  He had a big party and received lots of great 

gifts.  All month long Trent has been enjoying the gifts especially the new bicycle that his 

grandparents gave him.  Tonight as Trent sits down at his desk to do his homework he 

notices the package of thank-you cards that his mom gave him.  He was supposed to 

write one to each person that gave him a gift for his birthday and make sure they were 

mailed within a week after the party.  His mom always said that a handwritten card shows 

appreciation and honors those we need to thank.  Trent is sure that his mom has forgotten 

about the thank-you cards by now.  He is also thinking that those who gave him gifts 

have probably forgotten or maybe they didn’t even expect a thank-you card.  After all he 

made sure to thank each guest as they were leaving his party.  Trent is tempted to just 

toss the package of cards in the trash.  No one will ever notice, or will they? 

 

To Think About: How do you show your appreciation to others after receiving a 

gift?  Trent’s mom wanted him to write and mail handwritten thank-you cards as a way of 

thanking and honoring others.  Read Romans 12:10. “Love one another deeply.  Honor 

others more than yourselves.”  What do you think Trent should do? 

 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let them show it by their good 
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 
 

Monday: Read James 3:13. Last week we talked about wisdom.  Many people consider 

themselves to be "wise."  As human beings, we tend to measure wisdom as having all the 

right answers to the hard questions.  Human wisdom is based on knowledge.  But here in 

James 3:13, James suggests that wisdom is as wisdom does.  A truly wise person will 

show he is wise by the kind of life he lives.  The true test of God's kind of wisdom is a 

life well lived, a life spent doing good deeds in humility to honor God.  Humility or being 

humble is a necessary part of living wisely.  What is humility?   



Humility is the state or character of being humble; being free from pride and arrogance.  

It is not thinking one is more important than they actually are, but understanding who we 

are in comparison to God himself.  Think about the culture we live in.  Is pride cheered 

and celebrated, or is humility?  Pride is associated with power while humility is 

associated with weakness.  But if we think humility is only for the weak, then we really 

don’t know what the word means.  Humility can only come from those who actually have 

something about which to be humble.  As believers, what do we have to be humble 

about?  Write your answer in your notebook.  We live in a society where it is normal for 

the rich and powerful to be ordering people around, while the poor and the lowly people 

are the ones serving.  (It isn’t always this way, but it is most common.)  Actually, it was 

the same in Bible times, but still there are many examples of humility in the Bible.  Take 

some time today to make a list in your notebook of bible characters that lived in humility 

and how their lives affected others.  (Try to think of at least 3.) 

 

Tuesday: Over the next three days we will look at three examples from the Bible of 

deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  Today, let’s look at Moses.  Moses 

received great authority as God called him to lead Israel.  Read Numbers 12:1-3. What 

does verse 3 tell us about Moses?  (He was very humble.)  In this Bible account, we read 

that Moses’ sister and brother became proud and started talking badly about Moses.  

Read Numbers 12:4-9.  God had heard Miriam and Aaron talking about Moses and He 

came down in a pillar of cloud and spoke to them personally.  What did God say to them?  

Make a list in your notebook from verses 6-8.  (God did not speak to Moses as if he were 

just a prophet, God spoke to him face to face!  He spoke clearly to Moses and not in 

riddles.  Moses was allowed to see the form of the Lord.  Why were you not afraid to 

speak badly about my servant Moses?)  How did God feel when He was done speaking to 

them and left them?  (Very angry.)  Read Numbers 12:10-11.  What was the consequence 

of what Miriam and Aaron had done?  (Miriam had leprosy.)  What did Aaron ask Moses 

for in verse 11?  (He was asking for Moses to forgive them and to do something to help 

Miriam.)  Now let’s stop and think for a minute.  Moses was in charge.  God had given 

him the authority to lead His people—Bible scholars estimate that was over 2 million 

people!  Moses was so important to God that when God heard his siblings talking badly 

about him, He came down at once to talk to them about it.  Now, when you consider just 

how important Moses was, how would you have responded to Miriam and Aaron if you 

were Moses?  Read Numbers 12:13.  How did Moses respond to Aaron?  (He cried out to 

God to heal his sister.)  Now, read James 3:13 again.  Would you say that Moses was 

wise and understanding?  Why or why not?  How did Moses show his wisdom by his 

good life and a deed done in the humility that comes from wisdom?  (Even after Miriam 

and Aaron had been talking badly about him, he still cried out to God on Miriam’s 

behalf.  Without Moses’ help she would not have been healed!) 

 



Wednesday: David was a shepherd who looked after his father’s sheep.  He became 

famous after he killed Goliath.  Have you ever wanted to be famous?  David joined King 

Saul’s army and won many more battles for Israel.  All of the Israelites loved David, and 

they made songs to sing about him.  When King Saul heard the songs, though, he became 

jealous.  He thought that people were starting to like David more than they liked him.  

And eventually, King Saul became so jealous that he wanted to kill David, so David had 

to go into hiding.  But King Saul would not be happy until he hunted David down and got 

rid of him.  Read 1 Samuel 24:1-4.  In these verses we read that David had the 

opportunity to harm King Saul and his men said, “This is the day the Lord spoke of when 

he said to you, I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.”  

What did David do?  (He crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.)  Why 

do you think David did not take advantage of the situation and harm King Saul while he 

had the chance?  Read 1 Samuel 24:5-7.  How did David feel after what he had done?  

(He felt badly that he had cut the King’s robe and he did not let his men attack King 

Saul.)  What do you think you might have done if you were in David’s situation?  Even 

though David had been anointed to be King in Saul’s place, he did not attempt to force it 

to happen.  He humbled himself and did not harm King Saul even though Saul was trying 

to harm him.  But the story does not end there.  David continued to live out a good life, 

by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  Let’s keep reading.  Read 1 

Samuel 24:8-13.  We read that David humbled himself before King Saul by bowing down 

with his face to the ground.  And he showed a great wisdom by telling King Saul that he 

would not touch him but instead he would let God deal with Saul.  Because David chose 

God’s way instead of his own way he eventually became the greatest king in the history 

of Israel! 

 

Thursday: In bible times people wore sandals without socks, so their feet got very dirty. 

Whenever the people came home they would wash their feet.  In wealthy homes the 

people had servants that would wash their feet and the feet of their guests, too.  Today 

we’ll read about the last supper that Jesus would have with his disciples.  This last supper 

was held at in private room and there was no servant to help with the washing of all the 

feet of Jesus and his disciples.  That was a lot of feet!  But instead of everyone washing 

their own feet or choosing one of them to wash everyone’s feet, Jesus did something that 

must have almost seemed crazy.  Read John 13:1-5.  Jesus began to do the job of the 

lowest household servant.  How do you think His disciples reacted?  Maybe they were so 

shocked that there was stunning silence while Jesus was washing their feet one after 

another.  And then Jesus came to Peter.  Read John 13:6-9.  What conversation did Peter 

and Jesus have?  What was the result of their conversation?  Peter said, “Then, Lord, not 

just my feet, but my hands and my head as well!”  Jesus, the Son of the Most High God, 

got down on his knees and washed the dirty, smelly feet of each of His disciples.  He 

even washed the feet of Judas knowing that Judas would betray Him.  Why do you think 

Jesus did this good deed in the humility that comes from wisdom?  If you read further in 

the chapter you will read that Jesus said, “I have given you an example.  You should do 

as I have done for you.  Now you know these things.  So you will be blessed if you do 

them.”  Jesus was teaching His disciples an important lesson.  There is another lesson 

though that we should not miss.  Jesus did all this out of love.  Love was what motivated 

Jesus to humble Himself and to wash the feet of His disciples. 



Friday: Read James 3:13.  As you think about Moses, David, and Jesus, were they 

important men?  (Yes!)  Were they men that had power and were in charge?  (Yes!)  Were 

they weak because they were humble?  (No!)  How difficult do you think it is for 

important people to be humble?  God calls us to be wise and understanding and to show it 

by a good life, and by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  Think about 

how you live your life each day.  When you wake up do you realize that God has given 

you a fresh new day to do what pleases Him?  Every day God knows each of the places 

that we will go.  We need to be very careful and wise in how we choose to act all the 

time.  God gives us opportunities to help others learn about Him.  If they have not 

believed in Jesus as their Savior, when they see our example of how to live for God they 

may begin to want to know more about Jesus.  As they learn more about Jesus they may 

then choose to receive Jesus as their Savior and become a child of God!  This is just one 

example of what might happen as we choose to live for God.  Can you think of any other 

examples? 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 3:13 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, may You help me to live with wisdom and understanding.  

Help me to show this by living a good life and by doing good things in humility that come 

from wisdom that I might glorify You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


