
 

Week 27 
 

What is Wisdom? 
 

Kellie was a list maker.  She made lists for everything.  She always carried a pen and pad 

of paper with her in case she needed to make a list.  This really came in handy when she 

had difficult choices to make.  For instance, one day she had a choice to make.  She had 

agreed to babysit for the Anderson’s next door, but her friends asked her to go see the 

new action adventure movie that just came out.  Kellie loved action adventure movies.  

And going to the movies with her friends was just the best.  She could call Mrs. Anderson 

and tell her something came up and she wouldn’t be able to babysit, then she would be 

free to go to the movie with her friends.  But she knew that Mrs. Anderson would then be 

left without a babysitter and Kellie would have broken her word.  Hmmm, what to do.  

What do you think Kellie did?  Yup, she took out her handy pad of paper and pen and 

started making two lists.  The first list was the pros and cons of babysitting.  And the 

other list was the pros and cons of going to the movie with her friends.  I’m sure you can 

imagine the kinds of things that Kellie wrote down.  What would you write down if you 

were in Kellie’s situation?  Which choice would you make if you were Kellie? 

 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let them show it by their good 
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 
 



Monday: Read James 3:13. James begins a new topic in the next verses of chapter 3 as 

he compares two kinds of wisdom.  This week we’ll look at what wisdom is and how it 

applies to our lives.  Do you know anyone who you think is really wise?  What makes 

you think that about them? 

 

What exactly is wisdom?  The dictionary defines wisdom as: 

 

The ability to discern or judge what is true, right, or lasting; having insight.  Common 

sense; good judgment. 

 

How does God define wisdom? 

 

According to God, wisdom is hearing and doing what He says (Deuteronomy 4:5–6). 

Wisdom is knowing the difference between what is right and what is wrong according 

to God and then choosing to do right. 

 

Do you see any difference in the dictionary’s definition and God’s definition?  If so write 

it down in your notebook. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 3:13.  Did you know the Bible has a lot to say about wisdom?  

The Book of Proverbs in the Old Testament of the Bible is a book written just about this 

topic.  What does the Book of Proverbs say about wisdom?  Wisdom is more precious 

than anything as it says,  

“for wisdom is better than rubies, and all that you may desire cannot compare with her” 

(Proverbs 8:11); and, 

“How much better to get wisdom than gold!  To get understanding is to be chosen rather 

than silver” (Proverbs 16:16);  

“By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established” (Proverbs 24:3); and, 

the source of this wisdom is “from His mouth” for “the Lord gives wisdom.”  (Proverbs 

2:6) 

What do these verses tell us about wisdom?  Make a list in your notebook.  (Wisdom is 

better than anything we could ever want.  It is even better than jewels!  It is better to get 

wisdom than gold and understanding than silver!  Our understanding is established by 

wisdom.  The source of wisdom is God.  It is the Lord who gives wisdom.)  Can you think 

of any Godly wisdom you received from someone or from the Bible?  If so, write it down 

in your notebook. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%204.5%E2%80%936


Wednesday: Wisdom is knowing the difference between what is right and what is wrong 

according to God.  Did you know that wisdom actually has a beginning in our lives?  

Read Psalm 111:10.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow 

His precepts have good understanding.  To him belongs eternal praise.”  This same verse 

written a little differently says, “If you really want to become wise, you must begin by 

having respect for the Lord.  All those who follow his rules have good understanding.  

People should praise him forever.”  The fear of the Lord is where wisdom begins in our 

lives.  What do you think it means to fear the Lord?  When we read these words in the 

Bible, the “fear of the Lord,” means having a deep respect, and reverence and awe for 

God’s power and authority.  It is not about being afraid of God.  Actually, a proper “fear 

of the Lord” leads one to love Him.  So when we have this deep respect and awe for God 

and His Word, the Bible, this is where true wisdom begins.  Why do you think that is? 

Think about this: Children learn their family rules and follow them partly because they 

don’t want to be punished.  As they grow older they continue to follow the rules out of 

love for their parents but also because they have learned the rules benefit them.  God, 

whose family rules are even more important, also trains us to obey for our own good.  

When we learn what is right and then choose to do it, we are wise.  Can you think of a 

time when you knew what the right thing to do was and you chose to do it instead of 

something else?  If so, write it down in your notebook. 

 

Thursday: Read Proverbs 2:6.  Today read the following situations and decide if the 

person is using wisdom or if they are lacking wisdom.  If they are using wisdom write a 

W next to that situation. 

 

1. Bobby has been going to church with his family for as long as he can remember.  

During last Sunday’s service he finally understood the importance of receiving Jesus 

as his Lord and Savior.  He decided to make a decision to give his heart to Jesus right 

then and that’s just what he did. 

2. Missy tried reading the Bible, but just could not understand it at all, so she stopped 

reading it all together and watched TV instead. 

3. Evan stole money from a good friend.  He knew it was wrong to steal his friend’s 

money and he felt very guilty.  He decided to tell his friend what he did, return the 

stolen money and ask for forgiveness.  After doing that he never stole anything again. 

4. Trent didn’t understand the Bible when he read it but he knew the Bible was 

important.  He decided to get help.  He asked his parents to have a Bible study time 

with him and they did!  With the three of them working through the Bible together, 

Trent began to understand it and really loved study time. 

5. Derek wasn’t prepared for the test in Math, so he decided to cheat.  He couldn’t 

believe how easy it was.  He knew it was wrong, but in the end it got him good grades 

without having to work hard, so he kept doing it. 

6. While Matt was at a friend’s house, the friend started playing a video game that 

Matt’s mom did not approve of.  Since Matt knew his mom did not approve of the 

game, he ended up saying goodbye and leaving right away. 



7. Sarah loved being popular, wearing expensive clothes, and being in the most 

exclusive group in her school.  She actually felt sorry for everyone who wasn’t cool 

enough to be in her crowd.  The Bible, in her opinion, was old and didn’t have 

anything good to say.  Besides, her favorite TV shows told her what to think, how to 

act, how to dress, and what to buy anyway. 

8. Traci had a lot of friends.  Some of her friends didn’t care about right and wrong and 

didn’t always make good decisions.  When she was around them, she followed them 

and she made bad decisions, too.  She decided she didn’t want to live like that and 

chose to hang out more with the friends that helped her follow God. 

9. Micah hated getting up for church on Sunday morning.  It was his only day to sleep 

in!  His parents always made him get up, get dressed and go anyway.  Whenever his 

teacher started talking about God, he always tuned her out and thought about playing 

hockey instead.  He had gotten quite good at it and could get through the entire class 

without listening to any God talk. 

10. After a Church class lesson, Melody felt led to pray and receive Jesus as her Lord and 

Savior.  But she was afraid about what other people would think, so she decided 

against it.  She still has not received Jesus as her Savior to this day. 

 

Wisdom is living life God’s way.  It’s not just knowing the right thing to do, but actually 

doing the right thing.  Here are three steps to making wise choices: 1) Rely on God.  2) 

Think before you act.  3) Learn from past mistakes or failures.  How do you think these 

steps might have helped those in the above situations who did not act wisely? 

 

Friday: Read Proverbs 4:6-7a.  This verse tells us that wisdom—living life according to 

God’s plan—protects us.  If you think about it, it makes sense.  God’s plan is the best 

plan for our lives.  When we choose to live according to God’s plan for us, we are 

protected from all those things that are not the best for us.  Now, of course, just because 

we make wise choices, does not mean that we are totally protected from bad things 

happening to us.  Sometimes, others make choices that affect us, and we have to live with 

those consequences.  But when we live a “wise” life, we are protected from the negative 

consequences of our own bad choices and how those bad choices would affect others as 

well. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 3:13 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, help me to understand just how important wisdom is.  Help 

me to know right from wrong through Your Word and then help me to choose to do the 

right thing.  Help me to live according to Your plan for me that I might glorify You.  In 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


