
 

Week 23 
 

The Just Live by Faith 
 

Jarrett was so excited to be interviewing the two candidates for Class President 

for the school newspaper.  Candidate #1 was very pretty, very popular, and spoke in an 

appealing and eloquent way.  Candidate #2 was pretty, not so popular, and spoke well 

enough but not nearly as appealing as Candidate #1.  Jarrett was sure in his own mind 

that candidate #1 would win the election and go on to be a great class president.  Today 

Jarrett would interview Candidate #1 right after school.  Tomorrow he would interview 

Candidate #2 before school.  And then he would be ready to write his article for the 

school newspaper. 

As Jarrett sat down with Candidate #1 and began to ask questions, he found that 

she was not very friendly.  Jarrett wanted to know what her beliefs were on the important 

issues in their school and how she would handle the input of their classmates on these 

issues.  Her answer surprised Jarrett as she explained that as Class President it was her 

job to do the thinking for all the students and their input would not be needed.  She was 

not pretty and popular for no reason.  It would be her job to tell others what to think, lead 

them in how to dress, and overall be the example for all to follow. 

The next morning Jarrett did not know what to expect from Candidate #2.  As 

they sat down and began to discuss the issues and how she would handle input from the 

student body she opened a notebook.  She had all the issues listed and even a couple that 

Jarrett was not aware of.  Under each issue she had listed feedback that she had gathered 

at lunchtime over the last month from over 60 students.  From there she broke down the 

feedback and was able to tell Jarrett how the majority of students felt about each issue.  

Her plan from there if elected as Class President would be to work with teachers, other 

students in leadership, and the rest of the student body to make decisions that would be 

the best for everyone.  Not everyone would agree with all of those decisions of course, 

but it was her goal to do her best with the help of the others in leadership. 

 After finishing both interviews Jarrett was ready to write his article.  If you were 

Jarrett what might you write, keeping in mind that it was your job to write the truth 

without adding your own opinion?  Which candidate’s actions seemed to match their 

words?  If you were able to vote, which candidate would you vote for?  Why? 

 



20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 
21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar?  
22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was 
made complete by what he did.  
23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.  
24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith 
alone. 
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for 
what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 
direction? 
26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
 

Monday: Read James 2:25.  Rahab’s story is found in the book of Joshua.  This week we 

will be looking at James’ second example of living faith, Rahab.  As we begin learning 

about Rahab this week we need to look back at the history of Israel just a bit.  Rahab 

lived in Canaan.  Why was Canaan important?  It was important because God had 

promised that land to the Israelites many years before.  Moses sent twelve spies to check 

out the land, ten of them became scared of the enemy and spread fear that paralyzed the 

people of Israel.  Only Joshua and Caleb said they should go and take the land for surely 

God would go before them.  Unfortunately, fear kept the people from obeying God.  40 

years later, Joshua is now leading the Israelites after the death of Moses.  Joshua again 

sends spies to look over the land.  Read Joshua 2:1.  How many spies did Joshua choose 

to send out?  Where did the spies stay while they were in Jericho?  What was so special 

about the faith of Rahab?  In what way did Rahab demonstrate her faith, and what lessons 

can we learn from it?  We’ll look at those questions this week.  If you have any answers 

to those questions now, write them down in your notebook. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 2:25 and Joshua 2:1-11.  We see in Joshua chapter two that the 

two spies ended up at the house of Rahab.  The king of Jericho had been alerted that there 

were two Israelite spies in Jericho and had men searching for them.  What message did 

the king of Jericho send to Rahab?  What was Rahab’s answer to the king?  (She 

responds by saying rightly that she has seen the men but claiming falsely that they have 

left her home.  She then urges the Canaanites to search for the intruders outside of the 

city gates.)  As the story continues we read that the Israelite spies are hidden on the roof 

of Rahab’s home.  She tells them that she knows of their God and His acts of power (such 

as the parting of the Red Sea) and tells them that the Canaanites are “melting in fear” 

because of the Israelites.  Rahab then states, “ for the Lord your God is God in heaven 

above and on the earth below.”  We learned last week that Abraham trusted and believed 

God and God credited it to him as righteousness.  Although God did not speak directly to 

Rahab, because of the stories she had heard, she believed in Him.  And so we see the 

faith of Rahab in action as she hides the spies and then helps them escape to safety. 

 



Wednesday: Read James 2:25 and Joshua 2:12-24.  As the story of Rahab continues we 

read of Rahab making a deal with the spies.  What was the deal she made with the two 

Israelite spies?  (“Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness 

to my family, because I have shown kindness to you.  Give me a sure sign that you will 

spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to 

them—and that you will save us from death.”  “Our lives for your lives!” the men 

assured her.  “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully 

when the Lord gives us the land.”)  If you were in Rahab’s position would you believe 

these men would do just as they said?  Why or why not?  What did the men tell Rahab to 

do so that she and her family would be saved?  Did Rahab do what they told her to do? 

Do you think Rahab’s faith was in the two spies or in their God? 

 

Thursday: Read James 2:25 and Joshua 6:22-23.  In Joshua chapter 6 we read the 

famous story of the defeat of Jericho by the Israelites.  In verses 22 and 23 we read what 

happened to Rahab.  She was saved and all her family with her.  Because of her faith in 

God not only was she saved but her entire family was as well.  So what are some tools we 

can learn from the faith of Rahab? 

 

LIVING FAITH Tool Box 

 

 

Decide where to stand: Rahab is clear that she stands with the Israelites, believes in their 

God, and desires to honor Him. 

 

Keep your word: Rahab honors her promises, without hesitation.  Even though she 

knows that she in danger, she does what she says she will do. 

 

Act courageously with wisdom: Rahab does not only think of herself but her whole 

family.  She risks her life for them.  The deal that she makes with the spies is centered on 

taking care of her mother, father, brothers, sisters, and their families. 

 

 

Friday: Read Joshua 2:8-11 and James 2:25 again. James writes that Rahab is credited 

with righteousness for her actions.  Not her holiness, not her job, not lying, not her 

thoughts, but her actions based on a firm faith that God was the one true God.  How did 

that faith come about in Rahab’s life?  Joshua chapter 2 verses 8-11 tell us.  (Before the 

spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof and said to them, “I know that the 

Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who 

live in this country are melting in fear because of you.  We have heard how the Lord 

dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you 

did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you 

completely destroyed.  When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s 

courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on 

the earth below.)  Rahab offers us a real-life example of how faith is lived out through 

action. 



 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on the story of Rahab using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, You are God in heaven and on the earth below.  I believe that 

truth, just as Rahab did.  May You build my faith and help me to learn to live out my faith 

by taking action.  Taking action is not always some extraordinary thing, but many times 

just simple obedience to You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


