
 

Week 22 
 

Living Faith 
 

Joel was on a big trip with his dad and grandfather.  They were sailing from 

Florida all the way down to the Virgin Islands.  It would be 1,200 nautical miles sailing 

through the beautiful Caribbean.  A few hours into the trip the three of them noticed an 

island off to the left that wasn’t on the map.  As dad and grandpa tried to figure out 

exactly where they were, grandpa realized that the boat’s compass wasn’t working 

correctly and that they had gotten off course.  They found themselves in uncharted 

territory.  Uncharted territory is a new and unknown area.  Even though grandpa had 

sailed through the Caribbean before, they were in a place that he had never been before.  

Since it was getting dark, they decided to head towards the island and drop anchor for the 

night to get some sleep. 

Joel woke up early to a gorgeous sunny day and was ready for adventure.  He 

wanted to explore this mystery island in this uncharted territory.  Grandpa and dad were 

also curious so they set off in their small rowboat and headed toward the island.  The 

island seemed to be deserted with no sign of any life at all.  As they hiked through the tall 

grass inland they were surprised to find a pond with a wooden sign posted next to it.  The 

sign read: ‘Faith Island.  You will need faith to find your way onto the right path.’  That 

was odd since the island seemed to be fairly small and they hadn’t walked that far.  But to 

their amazement they walked for a full hour and just seemed to be getting deeper and 

deeper into a forested area.  Even though it was still morning it was dark because of all 

the trees that blocked the sun.  After another thirty minutes of walking they realized they 

had been walking in circles.  They didn’t know which way led out of the forest.  Joel 

began to get a little worried but dad and grandpa didn’t seem too concerned.  Why?  

Because they were men of faith.  Joel had witnessed their faith many times.  It was what 

grandma called, ‘living faith.’  It was silent.  Nothing moved or made a sound.  But that 

didn’t mean nothing was happening.  Joel knew that dad and grandpa were praying they 

would find the right path that would lead them out of this forested area.  After another 30 

minutes of walking they saw light ahead.  Soon they were out on the beach again and to 

Joel’s amazement, there down the beach, was their rowboat just where they had left it. 



20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 
21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar?  
22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was 
made complete by what he did.  
23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.  
24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith 
alone. 
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for 
what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 
direction?  
26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
 

Monday: Read James 2:20-26.  This section of James has caused much confusion as 

people study God’s Word.  We first need to understand that our Salvation is by God’s 

grace alone through our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Once we have been saved that cannot be 

taken from us.  Read Ephesians 1:13-14.  When we receive Jesus as our Savior we are 

stamped with God’s mark, a seal.  It is God’s guarantee that we are the real thing--

authentic children of God.  And so as we look at this section of James we need to 

consider just what issue he was addressing.  It was not the issue of Salvation.  So what 

was the particular problem that he was writing about?  James was writing to those people 

who claimed they had saving faith but their lives did not show it.  They spoke the right 

words but their lives gave no proof that they had been changed in any way.  As one of 

God’s children, how has your life changed since your Salvation?  Can you write one way 

in your notebook?  Or maybe two, three, or several? 

 

Tuesday: Read James 2:21-23.  In these verses James begins to make his case for an 

often-misunderstood teaching.  His point is that genuine faith in God naturally leads a 

believer to do good works.  Even from a non-spiritual point of view, this isn't an extreme 

idea.  Think about it.  If we actually believe that God is truly God and that He has saved 

us through our faith in Jesus, why would we not obey Him?  Our deeds or good works 

don't earn our salvation, but what we do proves whether or not we really have saving 

faith.  Today let’s begin to look at James’ first example, the faith of Abraham.  Why does 

James call him “our father Abraham?”  Abram was called by God and God promised to 

make a great nation through him.  His name was later changed by God to Abraham and 

he did become the father of the great nation of Israel.  What was so special about the faith 

of Abraham?  In what ways did Abraham demonstrate his faith, and what lessons can we 

learn from it?  We’ll look at those questions this week.  If you have any answers to those 

questions now, write them down in your notebook. 

 



Wednesday:  Read Genesis 12:1-6 and Hebrews 11:8.  In these verses we begin to learn 

about Abraham’s faith.  What did God tell Abraham to do?  What did Abraham do in 

response to God’s directions?  (He departed, and he trusted and believed God that He 

would guide him and his family into unknown territory.)  There was no questioning God 

and no hesitation or indecision!  Abraham showed his faith by going.  Why was this such 

a profound act of faith?  Abraham was born and raised in Ur of the Chaldees, which was 

located in today’s Iraq.  Ur of the Chaldees was an ancient city where the moon was 

worshiped as the power that controlled the heavens and life on earth.  When God called 

Abraham (then called Abram), He told Abraham to leave his country, and most of his 

family.  Everything familiar was to be left behind, and that included his religion.  We do 

not know what Abraham knew about the true God when all this happened, but he may 

have had some teaching from his father, as each generation passed down their history to 

the next.  Can you imagine leaving almost everything behind and trusting God to show 

you where to go?  Remember there was no TV, radio, or internet in Bible days, so 

Abraham had little idea what to expect on his journey.  Hebrews 11:8 tells us what was so 

extraordinary about this departure: “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go 

out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance.  And he went out, not 

knowing where he was going.” 

 

Thursday: Read Genesis 15:1-6 and Romans 4:18-21.  What did Abraham ask God in 

Genesis 15 verse 2?  What was God’s answer to Abraham in verses 4 and 5 of the same 

chapter?  In verse 6 we see Abraham’s response to God.  What was it?  (Abraham 

believed God.)  And what was God’s response to Abraham’s faith?  (God credited it to 

him as righteousness.)  What can we learn from this?  Abraham’s believing the Lord was 

what was counted as righteousness.  It is faith in God that is important to God.  This 

principal is key to Christianity.  It is also important to note here that this is not the 

beginning of Abraham's faith.  These verses show us his continuing belief and faith in 

God.  Paul noted in Romans 4:18-21, that Abraham’s belief was not effected by the fact 

that he was almost a hundred years old and to have a child would be nearly impossible at 

his age.  He was strong in faith.  Faith is a deep conviction that God’s words are true and 

that God will do all that He promises.  Abraham simply believed that God would do what 

He said.  Nothing is too hard for God.  Nothing is impossible for God.  This is an 

example for us today, that we can believe that God will do all that He says He will do.  

That is having living faith! 

 

Friday: Read James 2:18.  We can believe that God can do the impossible and that 

nothing is too hard for God.  We can believe in God’s power and promises, without 

doubting. We can trust God’s guidance and direction in leading us into uncharted 

territory.  Like Abraham we can have a living faith.  Can we do all that on our own 

without any help?  As we finish looking at Abraham, we can note that he was not perfect 

and his faith was not perfect.  We know from the Bible of at least two times that 

Abraham lied about Sarah being his wife in order to protect himself while he was in 

countries where they might have been harmed.  Even in this Abraham is an example for 

us.   
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An example to trust in God for His help in all situations instead of doing what we think is 

right.  When we have a desire to have a living faith, God will help us and He knows just 

how to help us.  We don’t have to be perfect.  God will help us to grow in our faith so 

that we may glorify Him. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 2:20-26 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, You desire for us to believe that Your words are true 

and that You will do all that You say.  Help my faith to grow into a living faith that will 

glorify You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


