
 

Week 19 
 

Mercy Wins Every Time! 
 

When Allison grows up she wants to be a fashion designer.  She considers herself 

to be something of a fashion icon, setting clothing trends in her school.  Today she is 

searching her closet for something to wear with her new skirt.  She just can’t find the 

right top then she remembers that her sister has a brand new blue sweater that would 

complete her look perfectly. Allison decides to borrow the sweater without asking since 

her sister has already left for school.  She’ll wear it and have it back in her sister’s closet 

before she even knows it was gone.  Good plan!  At school, Allison gets many 

compliments on her outfit and is feeling really good about her choice.  But in Art class 

the kids start a paint fight and Allison is caught right in the middle of it all.  There is no 

way all that paint is going to come of the sweater when it is washed.  The sweater is 

ruined along with Allison’s good plan.  Allison has a big problem.  What should she do?  

Fortunately, in youth group on Sunday, Allison and her sister learned Proverbs 28:13.  

“Anyone who hides their sins doesn’t succeed.  But anyone who admits their sins and 

gives them up finds mercy.”  When she gets home, Allison decides to confess to her sister 

just what she has done.  Her sister listens carefully and then to Allison’s shock she 

forgives her right then and tells her that she really didn’t like the sweater that much 

anyway; no drama, just mercy.  At that moment Allison understands Proverbs 28:13 

better.  It was so much better to confess to her sister right away and receive mercy than 

any other choice she could have made! 

 
13 Those who have not shown mercy will not receive mercy when they are 
judged.  To show mercy is better than to judge. 
 



Monday: Read James 2:13.  James's statement in this verse hints toward the theme he 

will use for the rest of this chapter: Those who trust in God live like it.  As he has been 

writing in his letter, true believers speak and act in ways that show what they believe to 

be true.  Chapter two, and indeed James’ whole letter, is about practical Christian living.  

Not only he does teach us how to respond to God, but also how to have a Christ-like 

relationship with others.  As we look at this verse we see two words--judge and mercy.  

What does “to judge” mean?  To judge means to quickly form a bias or personal opinion 

about someone or something.  And what is mercy?  Mercy has to do with kindness and 

compassion; we most often hear it in the context of God's not punishing us as our sins 

deserve.  Can you think of a time when you judged someone or something?  Can you 

think of a time when you showed mercy instead of judging?  If so, write your thoughts 

down in your notebook. 

 

Tuesday: Read James 2:13. In this verse, James writes that God will judge without 

mercy people who have shown no mercy to others.  What exactly is James saying here?  

What James means is that those who trust in God, who are part of His family, will show 

mercy to others.  Of course, they won't be perfect. Christians still sin.  But when our trust 

is in the God of mercy, that causes us to be able to show mercy to others.  Let’s look at 

just a few verses about mercy. 

 

• Hebrews 4:16--Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 

• Ephesians 2:4-5-- But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 

you have been saved. 

 

• Psalm 40:11-- Do not withhold your mercy from me, Lord; may your love and 

faithfulness always protect me. 

 

• Nehemiah 9:31-- But in your great mercy you did not put an end to them or abandon 

them, for you are a gracious and merciful God. 

 

• Matthew 5:7-- Blessed are those who show mercy.  They will be shown mercy. 

 

What are some of the things these verses tell us about God’s mercy?  Write them down in 

your notebook.  (We can approach God and find mercy in our time of need; God is rich 

in mercy; We can ask God to be merciful to us; God is gracious and merciful and does 

not abandon us; We will be shown mercy by God when we are merciful to others.)  Write 

any other thoughts you have about mercy in your notebook. 

 



Wednesday: Read James 2:13 and Matthew 5:7 again.  Today’s let look a little closer at 

mercy and how we can show mercy to others.  Learning to be merciful is the opposite of 

choosing to be mean.  Look at the following situations and think about how you could 

show mercy instead of judging or being mean.  Write your answers in your notebook. 

 

• A new girl comes to your school who is so shy that she can hardly say anything. 

Judgement or meanness might say, “Man, you’re quiet, what is wrong with 

you?”  That would probably make her feel worse.  What could you do instead? 

 

• A boy in your neighborhood has parents that are a lot stricter than yours, and 

he’s not allowed off the street.  Judgement or meanness might say, “Oh well, 

that’s your problem; I’m going to the playground.”  What could do instead? 

 

• Your little sister decides to give herself a haircut.  She cuts her bangs all the way 

up to her hairline and it looks horrible!  Judgement or meanness would laugh 

and poke fun.   What could you say to make your sister feel better? 

 

• A boy in your class gets hit by his parents and older siblings when hitting is not 

necessary.  He comes to school angry and wants to hit.  Judgement or meanness 

might be when he gets mean you get mean back.  But what is another option 

instead? 

 

We all want mercy in our lives, and we all can be merciful people as well.  It is not 

always easy to be merciful, but we can always look to our heavenly Father to help us in 

times when we are having trouble being merciful. 

 

Thursday: Read James 2:13 and Matthew 5:7 again.  Yesterday we looked at some 

situations and you thought of some ways to show mercy instead of judgement or 

meanness. Today lets look at those situations again and some examples of what you 

might do to show mercy (just in case you couldn’t think of anything). 

 

• A new girl comes to your school who is so shy that she can hardly say anything. 

Judgement or meanness might say, “Man, you’re quiet, what is wrong with 

you?”  That would probably make her feel worse.  What could you do instead? 

 

Give her a sincere compliment.  Ask the girl questions to draw her out and listen to 

her when she speaks.  Do some of the talking yourself until she feels comfortable.  

Try to find something you have in common and talk about that. 

 

• A boy in your neighborhood has parents that are a lot stricter than yours, and 

he’s not allowed off the street.  Judgement or meanness might say, “Oh well, 

that’s your problem; I’m going to the playground.”  What could do instead? 

 

Help him to obey his parents while still having fun and not being left out.  Play with 

him in the area that he is allowed.  Invite other neighborhood kids to join in the fun.  

Think of some creative ways to have fun in the area he is allowed to be out in. 



• Your little sister decides to give herself a haircut.  She cuts her bangs all the way 

up to her hairline and it looks horrible!  Judgement or meanness would laugh 

and poke fun.   What could you say to make your sister feel better? 

 

Tell her she is pretty even though her hair is short.  Tell her not to worry her hair will 

grow back.  Help her to know she is not alone, that lots of kids try cutting their own 

hair, although it is best to let a grown up cut your hair when needed. 

 

• A boy in your class gets hit by his parents and older siblings when hitting is not 

necessary.  He comes to school angry and wants to hit.  Judgement or meanness 

might be when he gets mean you get mean back.  But what is another option 

instead? 

 

Try to understand that he is hurt and frustrated himself.  Show him a different way by 

being kind instead of mean.  Help him to know he has an understanding friend.  Have 

your parents invite his family to attend church with yours.  Let him know he is 

valuable and that God loves him. 

 

Our God shows us mercy even when we don’t deserve it.  Why?  Because mercy wins 

over judging.  Look again at the situations above and the answers.  How does mercy win?  

How do we glorify God when we show mercy? 

 

Friday: Read James 2:13.  This week we have learned about mercy and seen that mercy 

is better than judgement.  Think again about God and His mercy.  Without His mercy, He 

would not have sent Jesus to die for our sins and we would not have a Savior.  Without 

His mercy we would not have anywhere to turn in times of trouble.  Without His mercy 

we would not be able to approach Him in prayer.  Without His mercy, we could not 

become part of His family and have all the privileges that come with it.  Because of His 

mercy we have been greatly blessed.  When we show mercy to others, we are treating 

them the way we have been treated by God Himself.  Mercy always wins! 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 2:13 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank You for the mercy you have shown me.  Thank you that I 

can look to You for mercy when I need it.  Help me to remember Your mercy and to show 

Your mercy to others.  Help me to remember when I am tempted to judge that mercy 

always wins.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


