
 

Week 17 
 

Guilty of All 
 

Chad had been learning and playing the game of Chess for several years.  This 

year he was finally old enough to join the Chess Club at his school.  Every week the club 

met to practice for the tournament that the members would be participating in, near the 

end of the school year.  Chad was excited about the tournament because it would be a 

great opportunity for the Chess Club members to test and improve their playing skills 

with other learners of the game.  It would also be a way to learn new tricks and strategies 

of the game.  Chad couldn’t wait to participate. 

 Finally, the weekend of the Chess Tournament came.  The Chess Club members 

from Chad’s school were all on the same team.  Each member would be matched with an 

opponent from an opposing team at the same skill level.  The team with the most wins 

would come in first place and receive a trophy for their school.  The day went by quickly 

and Chad’s team did exceptionally well.  In fact, if the last match was won by his 

teammate, they would take home the trophy.  Everyone was waiting for the outcome of 

the match.  And then something totally unexpected happened.  Chad’s teammate was 

accused of cheating.  He was apparently taking signals from someone so he knew which 

moves to make.  Chad’s entire team was disqualified because of one member who 

cheated.  Unfortunately, because one team member cheated it reflected on the whole 

team.  The entire team was charged as guilty by the tournament officials.  Even though 

the rest of the team had followed the rules and played honestly, one cheating team 

member made them all guilty.  It reminded Chad of the saying, “One bad apple spoils the 

whole bunch.” 

 
8 The royal law is found in Scripture. It says, “Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.”  If you really keep this law, you are doing what is right.  
9 But you sin if you don’t treat everyone the same. The law judges you because 
you have broken it.  
10 Suppose you keep the whole law but trip over just one part of it. Then you are 
guilty of breaking all of it.  
11God said, “Do not commit adultery.”  He also said, “Do not commit murder.” 
Suppose you don’t commit adultery but do commit murder.  Then you have 
broken the law. 



Monday: Read James 2:8-11.  In James 2:8-11, James writes to his readers about God’s 

law and keeping it.  To get a better understanding of what James was telling his readers, 

let’s take a look at God’s law.  Where can we find the law that God gave to His people?  

(In the Old Testament of the Bible.)  Where can we find 10 very specific commandments 

that God gave to Moses to give to the people?  (In Exodus chapter 20.)  Read Exodus 

20:1-20.  This section of Scripture we call, “The Ten Commandments.”  Why do you 

think that God gave these commands to His chosen people, the Israelites?  (These 

commands were God’s moral standard for how his people should live. They showed the 

people how to love God first, and then how to love others.) 

Which commands are about loving God?  Which ones show how to love others?  Have 

you been able to keep every one of these commands in your life?  Can anyone follow all 

these commands, never breaking even one? 

 

Tuesday: We have learned that showing favoritism to someone because of their wealth 

or power in society is a sin.  Why is it a sin?  (Because when we do this we break the 

command to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  We become lawbreakers.)  James is 

clearly concerned that his readers understand how serious this issue of showing 

favoritism is.  God cares deeply that His children refuse to judge each other based on the 

standards of the world.  What are some of the things that kids in your school might base 

favoritism on?  (Popularity, race, looks, weight, grades, athletic ability, etc.)  Even 

though a person may not be showing favoritism based on wealth and power, is showing 

favoritism based on any of these things still a sin for believers?  (Yes.)  Again, when we 

show any favoritism at all, we fail to keep God’s command to treat others as we would 

like to be treated.  Within the family of Christians, there must be no dividing people into 

levels or ranks of human beings.  Read Colossians 3:11.  Paul wrote, "In this new life 

one’s nationality or race or education or social position is unimportant; such things 

mean nothing.  Whether a person has Christ is what matters, and He is equally available 

to all."  How does it make you feel to know that in God’s eyes we are all equal and all 

equally loved?  Paul’s teaching was one of the reasons Christianity attracted so many 

people so quickly.  The world was dominated by the Roman caste system that estimated 

the value of every person.  This idea that in Christ everyone is of equal value in the eyes 

of God and the eyes of His Church was radically new.  It's essential that Christians show 

each other that we genuinely believe this is true.  Our actions must match what we 

believe! 



Wednesday: In James’ day there was no middle class.  You either had money and status 

or you didn't.  So the wealthy people paid for many things for the poor—roads, public 

baths, temples, and even the city taxes.  Why would they do that?  For the glory and 

honor they received for it.  When they passed people on the streets, they would be treated 

special and flattered by them.  Plaques would be hung in prominent places and seen for 

years after, naming them as the generous donor of whatever it was.  They considered 

displaying their wealth almost as important as having it.  Read Exodus 20:13-17.  As we 

think about favoritism and the things listed in Exodus 20 verses 13-17, we find they have 

something in common.  What do they have in common?  (These things are sins that hurt 

others.  They address the honor we should treat others with.)  So, we might be tempted to 

think, “Playing favorites isn't as bad as not loving your husband or wife, or even murder.”  

But that is wrong!  Sin is sin.  When we fail to obey one of God’s commands, it is like we 

have broken all of them.  Does this change your view of sin at all?  If so, how? 

 

Friday: As we have been studying this topic of favoritism, have you wondered whether 

loving your family and preferring them over others is sin?  That sounds kind of like 

playing favorites, doesn’t it?  Let’s look again at what favoritism is: To show favoritism is 

to give preference to one person over others with equal claims.  When we love God first 

and most, we are not playing favorites because there is no one who is God’s equal.  No 

one can claim to be on equal standing with God.  When we love our family and prefer 

them over others that also is not showing favoritism because others do not have the equal 

claim of being related to you, of being part of your immediate family.  So, is it ok to love 

God first and most?  Yes!!  Is it alright to love your family members more than those 

outside of your family?  It is!  When we put out faith into action by remembering to treat 

others as we would want to be treated, we don’t have to worry about showing favoritism 

or breaking God’s law. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 2:8-11 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You that You love every one of Your children 

equally.  Thank You for Your Word, which helps us to learn to love You first, and to love 

others as we love ourselves.  Help me to put my faith into action each day.  In Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 

 


