
 

Week 16 
 

Love In Action! 
 

Alec loved action movies.  To his delight, he just received an assignment to write 

a paper about the film making industry.  Alec would be able to put his love for action 

movies down on paper and it wouldn’t even seem like a school assignment.  What luck!  

That evening Alec began to write down what he knew about action films.  Action films 

involve one or more heroes thrown into a series of challenges requiring physical feats, 

awesome stunts and frantic chases.  The story and character development are usually not 

as important as the explosions, stunts, and car chases.  Action films are about the 

challenges and obstacles the main character and other characters need to overcome to 

survive.  Throughout film making history and currently, action films have wide appeal to 

audiences all over the world and enjoy box office success.  As Alec was writing down 

what he knew about action films he began thinking of how he would like to be in an 

action film someday.  How awesome would that be? 

Alec started feeling a bit tired.  He looked at the clock and it was already 9 pm.  

Time for devotions before getting ready for bed.  Alec opened his bible to 1 Samuel 17.  

He started reading the story of David and Goliath.  As he read, he realized that the bible 

is a book full of action.  From cover to cover there was always something happening.  

But the difference between movies and the bible was that the stories in the bible are 

actually true and the people who had to overcome challenges and obstacles always had 

God to help them.  Maybe he wouldn’t like to be in an action film after all.  Alec thought, 

‘God is a God of action and with His help I will be able to do amazing works for His 

kingdom.’  Now, how awesome is that? 

 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right. 
 



Monday: For the last two weeks we have been learning about love.  What love is and 

how we can love God.  This week as we continue to learn about love, we’ll be talking 

about how to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Read James 2:8.  James has shown that 

favoritism does not glorify God.  More specifically, he was teaching his Jewish brothers 

that they should treat their poor Christian brothers and sisters with the same honor and 

respect they would give to any rich man or woman who might show up at their 

gatherings.  In the context of James' teaching here in chapter 2, to love our neighbor as 

we love ourselves means treating our neighbor as we would want to be treated.  How do 

you like to be treated?  Make a list in your notebook of some ways that you like being 

treated.  Unfortunately, loving our neighbor as ourselves isn’t always easy.  That’s why 

God made it a command.  He knew we’d struggle.  Making it a command is actually to 

our benefit.  Why is that?  We have to do it on purpose, be intentional about it.  We need 

to put our faith into action! 

 

Tuesday: God has always given His people guidance on how they should treat one 

another.  God knows that people tend to be selfish, unless trained otherwise.  God wants 

us to be considerate of others.  How do we know that?  Read Matthew 7:12.  Jesus was 

talking to a crowd of people along with His disciples.  He said that we should treat others 

the way we would like to be treated.  How do you like to be treated?  Look back at your 

list from yesterday’s devotion.  Maybe you wrote down some of these things: with 

respect, listened to, not interrupted, loved, shared with, treated fairly, honest, with follow 

through on promises.  If we like others to treat us in these ways, it is only natural that 

others would like us to treat them in the same ways.  Let’s take a look at three rules.  Two 

of them are people made and one is God made. 

1. Iron Rule: "Do unto others before they do it to me." 

2. Silver Rule: "Do unto others as they do unto me." 

3. Golden Rule: "Do unto others as I would have them do unto me." 

 

Which rule was made by God?  Which rule do you follow most often?  How does 

knowing that God wants us to treat our neighbor as we would want to be treated make 

you feel?  Is this something that we can do totally on our own?  Who can help us? 

 

Wednesday: Read 1 John 3:18.  As part of God’s family we need to put love into action, 

not just think about it.  It is important to communicate love through our words, but we 

must also do so through our actions.  Once again we can look to Jesus as our example.  

Jesus not only spoke about love, He provided powerful actions to match His teachings. 

John 13 offers a clear example in which Jesus washed the feet of His disciples to teach 

them to humbly serve one another.  His death on the cross offered the most powerful 

evidence of love the world has ever seen.  He endured suffering, ridicule, and death from 

those who should have recognized Him as the Messiah.  Yet His actions also included 

His resurrection, offering love in action that changed the course of history!  So you might 

not go around your neighborhood washing people’s feet.  And you cannot save the world 

like Jesus did.  But what can you do to put love into action—to treat your neighbor as 

you would want to be treated?  Make a list of your ideas in your notebook. 

 



Thursday: Read James 2:8.  Love is not just a warm fuzzy feeling of affection, although 

it can include that.  Love is putting someone else first in your life; taking care of what 

they need before taking care of your needs.  James 2:8 is love in action; treating others 

well, because others are as important as you are.  Jesus said that Christians' love and 

caring for each other would be how the world identified us.  As believers, how we treat 

others is a reflection of our relationship with God. You cannot have a growing 

relationship with God and continue to treat people in every other way except with the 

love of God.  The more you read the word of God and the closer you are to Him, the 

more compassion, love and respect you will have toward others.  So what are some 

practical ways to put James 2:8 into action? 

 

Tool box 
 

 

• Write a letter to a friend and put it in the mailbox. 

• Draw a picture and give it to your teacher to tell them that you are thankful for them. 

• Bless the mailman by leaving them a gift and thanking them for their hard work. 

• Do some yard work for a neighbor. 

• Volunteer at a soup kitchen with your family. 

• Participate in a 5K walk as a family to raise money for cancer or another important 

cause. 

• Bake cookies for a family at your church or in your neighborhood that you want to 

encourage. 

• Paint a picture for your grandparents and mail it to them. 

• Help a sibling learn how to read. 

• Help out with a ministry at church. 

• Get together some neighborhood friends and clean up trash. 

• Make some crazy loom bracelets and raise money for a favorite charity. 

• Make a get well box for someone who is sick. 

• Write out special prayers for children in need. 

• Write thank you cards for your pastor/deacons. 

• Take turns cleaning your siblings’ rooms. 

• Offer to help your parents babysit for another family’s children. 

• Give up all electronics for one day and spend time doing things for others. 

• Write letters to missionaries or Compassion children. 

 



Friday: Today, plan one thing that you can do this weekend to put your love into action.  

It can be something from your list from Wednesday’s devotion, the list in yesterday’s 

devotion, or something else entirely.  One of the very best things about blessing someone 

else is that you will be blessed as well, so step out and put your love into action! 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 2:8, Matthew 7:12, and 1 

John 3:18 using the S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank You for Your great love for me.  Thank You that I can 

show that love to others by treating them as I would like to be treated.  Help me each day 

to see some small thing that I can do to help make someone else’s day a little better.  In 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


