
 

Week 13 
 

Rich in Faith 
 

Jimmy had learned in his Sunday class that faith is trusting and having confidence in 

God, and that living by faith is shown by serving and obeying Him.  Jimmy had received 

Jesus as his Savior.  He read the bible, went to church on Sundays with his family, and 

did his best to be kind to others.  He was pretty sure that he had the “living by faith” thing 

covered.  But things changed for Jimmy when his dad lost his job and had trouble finding 

another one.  As things got more and more difficult, and Jimmy was hungry more often 

than any boy his age should be, he started to wonder if God really cared about his family.  

If God was so good, why couldn’t his dad find another job?  And why did God let Jimmy 

go hungry?  Jimmy’s dad however didn’t seem to be having that same problem.  In fact, 

his dad had started volunteering at a soup kitchen ministering to the homeless.  Dad was 

so excited about it that he asked Jimmy and his mom to come and help.  ‘Is he joking?’ 

wondered Jimmy.  It turned out that he was not joking and Jimmy’s family all loaded into 

the car on Saturday to help with the noon meal.  What Jimmy saw that Saturday amazed 

him!  Here was a crowd of people with no home to go to.  They had no money, no food, 

and no family to support them.  Actually, that wasn’t entirely true because that group of 

people was like a family to each other.  As they ate, they talked and laughed and 

encouraged each other.  They shared items they had found with others that needed them.  

They prayed together and hugged each other.  There were tears but a lot of joy as well.  

These were the poorest people that Jimmy had ever seen, and as they interacted Jimmy 

saw how God was working in them.  These people had something Jimmy had not 

understood before.  It was a richness of faith.  They trusted God and lived as if they 

trusted Him.  The people were more important to each other than the food.  These people 

who were so poor were actually rich! 

 



5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who 
love him?  6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting 
you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court?  7 Are they not the ones 
who are blaspheming the noble name of Him to whom you belong? 

 

Monday: Let’s take just a moment to review as we begin a new week.  Who was James 

writing to?  (Jewish believers scattered all over.) What were these Jewish believers 

experiencing?  (Difficult things, trials.)  James has shown that our Christian walk is about 

developing a deeper trust in God as we experience a variety of trials.  And those trials are 

exactly what we need in order to learn to trust God more!  When you are in the middle of 

a difficult time how do you feel?  You may be tempted to believe you are powerless and 

without hope.  When Christians experience trials it can be tempting to deal with these 

difficult circumstances by comparing ourselves with others and by using the world's 

standards to decide who is worth giving honor to and who is not.  Read James 2:5-7.  

This is the case of believers in James’ day.  James is warning his readers against doing 

just this.  How might one compare themselves to others during a trial?  (We might look at 

someone who seems to have it all together and to be blessed and wonder what is wrong 

with us.  We might think, ‘what did I do to deserve this?  Am I not as good as these 

people who are so well off in their lives?  Why does my life have to be so hard?’  Or we 

may look at those who don't have much in the world and are obviously struggling and 

think, ‘well at least I am not as bad as them.  What is their problem?  Why did they allow 

themselves to get into such a mess?’)  When you have been in a time when things were 

difficult how did you handle it?  Were you tempted to compare yourself to others? 

 

Tuesday: Read James 2:5-7.  James had heard that the Jewish believers were favoring 

the rich who came to their worship services.  Why do you think they were doing this?  

The rich have power and authority in our world.  In Bible times people often thought that 

riches were a special sign of God's favor and blessing.  James' readers may have hoped 

that in showing favoritism to these rich people that they would receive some blessing as 

well.  But here James reminds his readers of the sad truth about these very people they 

were so eager to please.  Read James 2:6 again.  James points out that these people the 

believers were so eager to please, were the ones who were causing their suffering and by 

doing so dishonored God.  To understand better we can take a quick look at the Pharisees 

of Jesus’ day.  Who were the Pharisees?  The Pharisees were mostly middle-class 

businessmen and leaders of the synagogues.  They seemed to control the decision-making 

because they had popular support among the people.  They were the “rich” that others 

were trying to please.  If we take time to read about the life of Jesus in the New 

Testament of the Bible, we can clearly see that the Pharisees were not interested in what 

was best for their Jewish brothers and sisters, those James was writing to.  They were not 

working to show others the truth about our heavenly Father, and the Jewish believer’s 

real identities as His beloved children.  In fact they viewed others only on how others 

could benefit themselves.  They were unable to see the truth about others because they 

did not know the truth about God and themselves.  So in reality these “rich” people were 

actually “poor” because they did not know the truth about God. 

 



Wednesday: We have seen that some of the “rich” in James’ day were the ones who 

were “poor” in God’s eyes.  So, who were the people who were really rich?  Read James 

2:5.  The rich were those who were poor by the world’s standards but who God chose to 

be rich in faith.  Why were those people really the rich ones?  Because God chose them 

and because they would inherit the kingdom God promised to those who love Him.  If 

you had to choose between being rich in this world not really knowing God or being poor 

in this world but knowing God and His promises, which would you choose?  That is not 

an easy choice for most people whether they are believers or not.  When we look at 

today’s world it seems everyone is in the pursuit of more money.  They are working and 

striving for more and more even to the point that money becomes the most important 

thing in their lives.  But the desire to be rich takes its toll on our lives.  The desire to be 

rich is something that can rule over us, instead of the freedom God offers us.  What do 

you think it means to be rich in faith?  Write your thoughts down in your notebook. 

 

Thursday: Read Proverbs 22:2. “Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the 

Maker of them all.”  We can know that the presence or absence of money is not the way 

we measure God’s blessing even though the world around us says differently.  In 

Hebrews 11, you can read of heroes and martyrs, rich and poor, who made up our 

Christian history.  What made them stand out was not what they owned, but how they 

obediently used what they had to further the work of God on earth.  They put their faith 

into action.  Take time in the next few days to read through Hebrews 11.  In your 

notebook write down each person or people group mentioned and what they did as an act 

of faith.  How can the example of these heroes and martyrs, rich and poor, help us to put 

our faith into action? 

 

Friday: Read James words in chapter 2 verse 5 out loud to yourself.  “Didn’t God choose 

the poor in this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom?”  We are chosen. We 

are heirs.  We have a great inheritance coming.  When we go to the glory of heaven, we 

will inherit everything that is Christ’s.  Most importantly, we will be in the presence of 

our Almighty God who knows us personally.  We may be tempted, like the prodigal son, 

to demand wealth here on earth.  God wants us to wait patiently, in faith, putting that 

faith into action, for the day we will have all that God has promised us. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 2:5-7 using the S.O.A.P. 

method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to make the most of what You’ve given me by 

putting my faith into action.  It doesn’t matter how much I own or do not own, but instead 

only that I am obedient to Your will and help to further Your kingdom here on earth.  

May I be rich in faith according to Your will.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


