
 

Week 12 
 

Today’s Assignment 
 

Marcella comes from a lower income family.  The reality is that her family is poor.  She 

is rather plain with brown hair, brown eyes, and is shy and quiet.  She wears hand-me-

down clothes, and shoes that always seem a little too large.  And Marcella is clearly the 

teacher’s favorite in her Sunday class at church.  She didn’t ask to be the favorite.  She 

doesn’t even want to be the favorite.  And she certainly doesn’t want the attention that 

being the teacher’s favorite brings.  What she wants is for everyone to be treated fairly no 

matter what their status.  It’s an odd situation really.  At school Marcella’s teachers have 

always had favorites.  Sometimes they are the pretty ones, sometimes the really smart 

ones, sometimes those who are especially creative, sometimes those who are good at 

sports, and sometimes those from wealthy families.  Needless to say, since she doesn’t 

stand out in any way, she has never been the favorite.  And she is thankful.  Why?  

Because she has figured out that favoritism hurts everyone.  Those who are not the 

favorites, and even those who are the favorites.  Now here she is, at church as a favorite, 

and Marcella knows why.  It is because of James 2:1-4.  Her teacher has a heart of gold 

and is well meaning, but instead of not showing favoritism at all, she had turned the 

Scripture around and is showing favoritism to the poor in the class.  Marcella is clearly 

the most favored but there are a couple of other poor kids in the class that are favored as 

well.  Marcella knows that some of the other kids in class feel sorry for the “poor ones.”  

She doesn’t want to be known as “the favorite” or “a poor one.”  What she wants is to be 

treated just like everyone else.  To Think About: What might you do if you were in 

Marcella’s situation? 

 
1My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism. 
2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 
poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 
3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good 
seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 
4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 



Monday: Read James 2:1-4.  As we begin chapter 2 of the book of James we find that 

James has begun writing about showing favoritism.  What does it mean to show 

favoritism?  To show favoritism is to give preference to one person over others.  It is 

similar to discrimination and may be based on conditions such as wealth, clothing, 

intelligence, sports ability, and so on.  Why do you think that this was a topic that James 

had to write to Jewish believers about?  In James’ day it was a problem just as it still is 

today.  Here in James’ letter he gives an example that we can understand: showing 

favoritism to someone because of their wealth.  Can you think of a case in today’s world 

where we see this type of favoritism?  Who are the heroes of today’s world?  The rich 

and famous: Sports figures, the rich entrepreneurs, the glamorous actors, and famous 

musicians.  It is natural for the world to honor the rich and famous, because riches and 

fame are things for which those of the world want and work for.  As Christians we should 

have different values.  Can you think of any area in your life where you show favoritism?  

If so, write it down in your notebook. 

 

Tuesday: Today let’s begin to look at exactly why showing favoritism is wrong by God’s 

standards.  James had already seen this sinful practice taking place.  He is writing to 

correct a problem before it grows worse.  Read James 2:1.  James writes to his brother 

and sisters in the glorious Lord Jesus Christ.  This is one of only two references to Jesus 

Christ by name in James’ entire letter, and so right away he captures our attention.  By 

drawing our attention to Jesus Christ in His glory, James addresses the problem of 

favoritism in two ways.  First, he gets us to see how silly placing people in groups like 

rich and poor (or any other groupings) really is.  James is showing that even the most 

powerfully rich men on earth are nothing compared to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the King of kings.  In Daniel chapter 4, King Nebuchadnezzar thought that he was 

responsible for his greatness, but God humbled him so that he ate grass like a beast of the 

field. After seven years of living like a beast, King Nebuchadnezzar finally 

acknowledged that God alone is great and was restored as king over his kingdom.  We all 

are created beings.  Jesus is the creator.  Focusing on the glory of Christ helps us to see 

that compared to Jesus no one is great or worthy of honor.  Make a list in your notebook 

of why Jesus is only one worthy of our honor. 

 

Wednesday:  Read James 2:1-4.  By drawing our attention to Jesus Christ in His glory, 

James addresses the problem of favoritism in two ways.  The second way as James points 

out is that when we divide people into groupings based on outward factors like rich or 

poor, male or female, important or not important, etc. we set ourselves up as judges.  We 

look at the outside and judge people.  We don’t see what is inside--the hearts of people.  

Read 1 Samuel 16:7.  To judge people based on outward appearance alone is to take 

God’s place as the only righteous Judge.  James is not saying that everyone who is rich is 

bad and everyone who is poor is good.  Some rich people are very godly and some poor 

people are not godly at all.  James’ point is that any judgment at all based on what we see 

on the outside alone is a wrong judgment, because we cannot see what is in the heart like 

God can.  Only God can judge the heart, and so when we judge we actually discriminate 

against people as we become judges with evil thoughts. 



If you can think of any examples of your judging others based on their outside 

appearance alone, write them down in your notebook.  How do you think Christians 

today can work to correct this problem before it gets any worse? 

 

Thursday: Favoritism is the practice of unfairly treating a person or group of people 

differently from other people or groups of people based on outward factors.  Sometimes 

even well meaning people show favoritism like the Sunday teacher in this week’s story.  

Today let’s think about the Church.  Even though the people who make up the Church 

have a lot of differences, they all fit very nicely into God’s kingdom.  That is a good 

picture of the way the church should be.  The people that make up the church come in all 

sizes and colors.  Some are old and some are young.  Some are pretty sharp and some 

may be a little dull.  Some are dressed in very nice clothes while others may wear 

clothing that is a little dirty and worn.  James, the brother of Jesus, wrote in his letter that 

the followers of Jesus should not show favoritism.  We must be careful not to show 

favoritism in the Church. We are all God's children whether we are rich, poor, red, 

brown, yellow, black, or white.  Even Christ’s closest followers struggled with being 

against people different from them.  When the apostle Peter was first called to minister to 

non-Jewish people, he didn’t want to.  He later said, “I now realize how true it is that 

God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear Him and do 

what is right.” (Acts 10:34)  As James said, "You will do all right, if you obey the most 

important law in the Scriptures.  It is the law that commands us to love others as much as 

we love ourselves."  What are some practical ways that you can love others?  Write your 

thoughts in your notebook. 

 

Friday: Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 2:1-4 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Father, help me to love others as You have loved me – let me not look at 

the outside and judge, but love as You love.  Help me not to show favoritism or to be a 

judge with evil thoughts.  In Jesus' name I pray, amen. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.34

