
 

Week 10 
 

Doers of the Word 
 

Deandra’s friend Tamara has always loved to read.  Now that she is thirteen she has 

decided that she is old enough to read some of the fiction written for older teens.  She 

found a book in the library in which one of main characters is a vampire.  Even though 

she knew that her parents would not approve, she checked it out anyway.  Tamara is 

reading the book on the way home from school on the school bus.  When she realizes that 

her stop is the next stop, she asks Deandra if she would mind taking the book home for 

the night and bringing it with her to school tomorrow.  Tamara doesn’t wait for an 

answer.  She unzips Deandra’s backpack and puts the book inside.  Then she zips it up 

again.  The school bus stops and Tamara gets off the bus and waves to her friend. 

That evening when it’s time to do homework Deandra pulls her books out of her 

backpack.  She sets them on her desk and goes to get a snack before starting.  While she 

is getting her snack her mom brings clean clothes into her room for Deandra to put away.  

Her mom sees the book on the desk and picks it up to read what it is about.  When 

Deandra returns to her room, her mom is standing there holding the book with an angry 

look on her face.  Deandra explains to her mom what happened but her mom isn’t the 

least bit sympathetic.  She asks Deandra what she was thinking. “This book is totally 

inappropriate for a young teen,” she says.  “If Tamara’s parents wouldn’t want her 

reading that kind of book what makes you think it is acceptable to bring it home and hide 

it for her?”  Deandra didn’t agree to hide the book for Tamara.  Her friend placed it in her 

backpack without asking.  She feels like her mom is really overreacting and wants to 

argue with her.  Just at that moment Deandra remembers Proverbs 20:3: Avoiding a fight 

brings honor to a person.  But every foolish person is quick to argue. 

 

To Think About: Deandra’s mom’s seems to be overreacting about the book.  Why 

might her mom be so concerned about her keeping this book for her friend?  Do you 

think it is important for Deandra to understand her mom’s point of view?  Why or why 

not?  What do you think is the right thing for Deandra to do in this situation based on 

Proverbs 20:3? 

 



22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  
23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone 
who looks at his face in a mirror  
24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he 
looks like.  
25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 
continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be 
blessed in what they do. 
 

Monday: James is writing to people who are facing a variety of trials.  Through these 

trials, their trust in God is being tested and stretched.  James wants to help his readers to 

get through these difficult times in such a way that their relationship with God grows and 

gets deeper.  James wants his readers to be quick to hear the words of truth he has 

written.  Read James 1:22-25.  In these verses James continues explaining what true 

hearing is.  Hearing involves action—an appropriate response to what you just heard.  For 

example, you are waiting for a friend to call and you hear the phone ring.  What is the 

appropriate response?  Yes, to answer the phone.  What happens if you hear but do 

nothing?  You miss talking to your friend.  This week we will look at the importance of 

not only hearing, but taking action according to God’s word.  To Think About: How often 

do you read God’s word?  How often do you remember what you read a day later?  How 

often do you do what you have read in the Bible?  Write the answers to these questions in 

your notebook.  You might want to look back at your answers later on. 

 

Tuesday: Read Jonah 1:1-2.  In Jonah 1:1-2 the word of God comes to Jonah.  “The 

word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 

preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”  Remember that in 

Jonah’s day the people did not have bibles like we do today.  So God spoke directly to 

Jonah and Jonah heard Him.  How do we know that Jonah heard God’s command?  Read 

Jonah 1:3.  What action did Jonah take in response to what he had heard?  He ran away 

from the Lord and got on a boat going in the opposite direction.  We see that although 

Jonah heard God and responded with action, he was not a “doer of the word.”  He did not 

do what God commanded but instead ran away.  Read Jonah 4:2.  Why did Jonah run 

away?  Jonah ran from God because he believed that, if he preached of God's judgment to 

Nineveh, the people would repent, and God, in turn, would have mercy on them.  Why 

didn’t Jonah like the Assyrians that lived in Nineveh?  Assyria was an idolatrous, proud, 

and ruthless nation intent on world conquest and had long been a threat to Israel.  Jonah 

wanted to see Nineveh and the people living there destroyed instead of saved.  But that is 

not the end of the story.  Tomorrow we will continue to look at the story of Jonah and 

how it relates to James 1:22. 

 



Wednesday: Read James 1:22 again. “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves.  Do what it says.”  As we continue to look at the story of Jonah let’s look at 

the deception.  To deceive means to cause to accept as true what is false or not true.  

Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh so he tried to run away from God.  He convinced 

himself that he could hide from God.  He deceived himself.  So to sum up what we’ve 

learned so far: Jonah heard God’s speak to him directly, he did not like what he heard, he 

made a plan to do what he wanted instead of being a doer of the word. 
 

Let’s take Jonah’s situation a bit further and consider the consequences of not listening to 

God.  Others suffered because of Jonah’s disobedience.  The sailors’ lives were in danger 

because of the storm God sent.  Cargo was thrown overboard to lighten the ship. What is 

cargo? (Things that are being shipped to be sold in another place.)  Whoever was 

expecting that cargo did not get it and whoever sent it did not get paid.  The sailors were 

very afraid and had to do something they did not want to do—throw Jonah overboard.  

Because Jonah fled from God and refused to go to Nineveh, he put every single life in 

that city at risk of being destroyed.  And for Jonah himself, he was thrown into the sea, 

swallowed by a great fish, spent three days in the fish’s belly, was vomited out, and went 

to Ninevah to preach anyway.  How does this all relate to James 1:22 and us today?  

What happens if we are only hearers of the Word?  We are deceived!  (We accept as true 

what is false or not true.)  After we receive Jesus as our Savior, if we think that just 

reading the Bible and going to church once a week is enough, we deceive ourselves.  

What do you think the main difference between a “hearer of the Word” and a “doer of the 

Word” is?  For “hearers only” the Word of God gets to their brain but goes no further.  

They walk away and forget it.  For “doers of the Word” God’s Word enters their mind 

and then travels to their heart.  The action they take because of what they have read and 

heard is because of their love for God. 

 

Thursday: Read Jonah 3:3-10.  As the story of Jonah continues Jonah went to Nineveh 

and preached even though he didn’t want to.  What happened?  The people of Nineveh 

heard the words from God and they believed!  Not only did they believe but they took 

action.  A fast was proclaimed and they put on sackcloth.  (Sackcloth was a cloth made of 

black goats' hair, coarse, rough, and thick, used for sacks.  It was worn as a sign of 

repentance and also worn by mourners.  It was very uncomfortable and itchy to wear.)  

Even the King himself took off his royal robes, put on sackcloth and sat down in the dust.  

The people urgently called on God.  They turned from their evil ways and their violence.  

They were saved from destruction by God.  What an amazing story!  We might be 

tempted to think that because we did not hear God speak to us directly like He spoke to 

Jonah that we are “off the hook,” so to speak--that we are not being “hearers only” or 

disobeying God.  But that is a deception!  (We believe something that is not true.)  

Jonah’s adventure is a clear example of “being a hearer only,” and then walking away 

and forgetting what God has said.  And also of “being a doer,” and taking appropriate 

action based on God’s words.  You might even go so far as to think that the story of 

Jonah could never really have happened--it’s just a story.  That too, is a deception.  We 

know that with our God all things are possible.  Is anything too hard for our God?   



Read James 1:25.  And lastly, we see that obedience brings blessing.  The people of 

Nineveh heard God’s words and obeyed them.  How were they blessed?  Their blessings 

were that they believed God, turned from their evil ways to live peaceful lives, and were 

not destroyed but were saved instead.  How can you use this story in God’s Word to help 

you to become a “doer of the Word?” 

 

Friday:  

 
Remember from week 5 that “persevere” means to stay steady in a course of action, 

especially in spite of difficulties, obstacles, or discouragement. 

 

Look again at this week’s story and answer the questions at the end. 

 

Write out your own devotion in your notebook based on James 1:22-25 using the 

S.O.A.P. method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, we all have sinned and fallen short of Your glory.  We have 

been guilty of hearing Your words and then walking away and forgetting them.  Forgive 

me for my sin of doing just that.  Help me to learn to be a doer of Your Word.  Help me to 

learn to take action according to Your will so that I will honor You.  In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 


