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Beauty for Ashes 

Isaiah 61:3 (NIV)  . . . provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a 

crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning and a 

garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.  They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, a planting of the Lord 

Kintsukuroi, is the Japanese art of repairing broken pottery by mending the areas 

of breakage with a mixture of laquer and powdered gold, silver, or platinum. 

Main Point:  Biblical restoration transforms to powerfully and completely, that it 

results in something better and more beautiful than the original. 

Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV) “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine 

and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But 

everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is 

like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the 

streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a 

great crash.” 

1 Corinthians 3:10-14 (NIV)  By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation 

as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should build 

with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 

costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, 

because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire 

will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the 

builder will receive a reward. 

Point #1:  The first fusing agent the Lord built on as He reconstructed Joseph’s 

life:  FAITH 

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 

anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who earnestly seek him. 



Point #2:  Joseph feared God.    

Proverbs 9:10 (NIV)  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 

knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

Point #3:  Joseph learned to wait on God.     

Psalm 40[a] 

1 I waited patiently for the Lord; 

    he turned to me and heard my cry. 
2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, 

    out of the mud and mire; 

he set my feet on a rock 

    and gave me a firm place to stand. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

    a hymn of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear the Lord 

    and put their trust in him. 

4 Blessed is the one 

    who trusts in the Lord, 

who does not look to the proud, 

    to those who turn aside to false gods.[b]     

Romans 5:3-5 (NIV) . . . we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 

poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

Point #4:  Joseph maintained a hopeful trust in God. 

Romans 8:28-29 (NIV)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love him, who[a] have been called according to his purpose. 29 For 

those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 

Point #5:  Joseph looked like Jesus because of his willingness to forgive.   
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