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Authentic Mercy 
A Good Samaritan or an Unmerciful Servant? 

 
Mercy:   an action word.  Mercy is acting with love toward strangers, friends, and 
enemies.  Compassion is a deep feeling, but mercy is an action.   
 
Action to help the hurting: 

• Able to empathize and then respond to a need with an unexpected or unmerited 
action. 

 
Action to love your enemies: 

• Able to respond toward those who hurt or offend you with a good and kind action.  
 
Two contrasting parables: 
 

• The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
 

• The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 
 
13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been 
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment. (James 2:13) 
 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. (Matthew 5:7) 
 
David shows mercy: 
 
First Lesson—Cuts off part of Saul’s robe and realizes even if you can’t respect the 
man or woman in office, you must show respect to the office.  (Rom 13:1-7) 
 
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the 
emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by 
doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. (1 Peter 2:13-15) 
 
Second Lesson—Steals Saul’s spear and water jug and learns the necessity of waiting 
on God.  God has a plan.  We don’t take this plan into our own hands and hurry it along. 
 
Micah 6:8 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 
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8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it 
is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.  (Romans 12:8) 
 
Three guidelines to help us be Good Samaritans: 
 

1. Compassionately empathize and act. 
 

2. Love your enemies. 
 

Watch your words. 
 

19 Sin is not ended by multiplying words, 
    but the prudent hold their tongues. (Proverbs 10:19) 

 
Lay your burden down. 
 
Chuck Swindoll—Revenge is “life’s most subtle temptation.”   
“But go and learn what this means:  ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13 quoting from Hosea.) 

 
3.  Focus on who Jesus Is. 

 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps. (1 Peter 2:21) 
 
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he 
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 
 (1 Peter 2:23) 
 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.  (Romans 5:8) 
 
16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  (Hebrews 4:16) 

 
“The Marvelous, Messy Gift of Mercy”  (David Nitz) 
 
He stated, “Mercy is messy business. It does not run in a straight line.  It is messy 
because life is messy.  Broken people, like broken glass, usually leave shards in places 
we would rather be left tidy and clean.  ….Mercy givers get into the trenches, get 
messy, and suffer long with those who are rebuilding a broken life.” 
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Everyday Mercy based on Matthew 25 

44 “Then they also answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or 

a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will 

answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of 

the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Feed the hungry 

1. Offer services or raise money for Light of Life or Living Ministry. 

2. Have a food kit in your car of nonperishable items you can pass out. 

3. Pay for a friend the next time you go out. 

4. Help with a food drive. 

5. Provide a meal such as to the youth at UIF or Pittsburgh Project. 

6. Sponsor children overseas. 

Give Drink to the thirsty 

1. Carry water bottles in your home/car so when you see a need, you are ready. 

Clothe the Naked 

1. Simplify your wardrobe and donate your used clothes in good condition. 

2. Donate winter items to Living Ministry. 

3. Search garage sales for good items you can donate. 

4. Fill a backpack. 

Shelter the homeless 

1. Volunteer to help in the upkeep of a homeless shelter. 

2. Be a big brother or big sister. 

3. Help raise money for families looking to adopt. 

4. Be a foster parent. 

Visit the sick 

1. Volunteer time at a children’s hospital or a nursing home. 

2. Visit a sick family member or friend and provide a meal.  Bring flowers and a 

card. 

3. Volunteer for a hospice program. 

Visit the Imprisoned 

1. Get involved in a prison ministry. 

2. Help families that have a loved one in prison. 

3. Donate bibles. 

 


