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S omething I am 
extremely poor 

at is remembering 
dates - birthdays, 
anniversaries or 
milestones.  
 
“So what?” you 
may ask. 

 

Well, it all started 50 
years ago when Susie and I were 
married.  The wedding was special, 
honeymoon wonderful, and the first 
year seemed to fly by.  Our wedding 
was fun, English style menu, 
unique for the Alle-Kiski valley, it is 
generally an amazing variety of eth-
nic cooking like pigs-in-the-blanket, 
pasta, and so on - not to mention 
the cookie table! For the honeymoon 
we went to Florida and stayed with 
Susie’s grandparents.  We were just 
starting and we were broke, so we 
had a most interesting time with her 
grandparents. Coming home, driv-
ing on the Sky Line Drive with the 
top down, I looked at Susie and her 
eyes were almost swelled shut. I dis-
covered she had some allergies.  

 
We rented a small house in Spring-
dale with almost no furniture!  Our 
couch was a big cardboard box I 
carved and taped into a relatively 
comfortable couch. We loved being a 
married couple.  Susie is a great 
cook and coming home to home 
cooked meals was awesome.  We 
both worked full-time and I was go-
ing to night school at Pitt three 
nights a week.  Life was busy, but 
great. 

Well, coming home from Pitt one 
night after a tough day of work and 
tougher class at Pitt, I wanted to go 
to bed. I was exhausted.  Coming in 
our little house it was dark. I was 
thinking Susie must be tired and 
went to bed already - not the case. 
The table was set with the best 
dishes, and candles were burning.  
And the giveaway was the card on 
my plate. I forgot our 1st anniver-
sary!!!!!!  All that to say that Susie 
was upset, but didn’t make me 
sleep on the cardboard couch.   

 
All those earlier years of marriage 
taught us how to work through our 
problems - mostly me being the 
problem by the way! 

 
Marriage was amazing. Starting a 
family was more than I could have 
ever imagined.  Moved to our own 
house, three children, great com-
munity, good church, and great 
wife.  Not much more you could ask 
for, right?  House payments, car 
payments, and the normal bills 
were being met. Susie could stop 
work and raise our children, and 
she did a great job.  Seems like all 
was perfect, right?   
 
The missing piece was my salvation.  
I was an elder, teen leader, Sunday 
school teacher in our church and a 
volunteer fire fighter ambulance 
crew officer in our community.   

 
A friend at work and I would fre-
quently talk about the Bible and 
church.  He could see I had a head 
knowledge of Christ, but it was not 

 

Reflections 
 ~~Pastor Andy 

Continued on Page 3 
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Featured Saint  — Paul Recht 

~~Julie Palmer, Back Porch Reporter 

I  have seen Paul Recht serving in the Sat@Six 
service for a long time.  He, along with others, 

gather the gifts that we give back to God. 

 
Paul was born 71 years ago here in Pittsburgh.  
He has lived in the same house for 61 years in 
Squirrel Hill.  He was an only child.  In his ele-
mentary years he attended Faulk Elementary and 
went to Allderdice High School.  As a boy, he 
loved watching sports and today still enjoys a 
good football and baseball game. 

 
Paul enjoys reading both fiction and nonfiction 
books and he likes to read the Bible. 
 

Paul met his wife, Meredith, through relatives in 
1980.  At first sight, he was attracted to her and 
she to him.  She says, “they dated for four years, 
going to movies, taking walks, and going to din-
ner.  He was a very kind person, and also smart, 
handsome and polite.” 

 
“Meredith was a Christian, as were many mem-
bers of her family.  I was born in a Jewish family, 
although neither of my parents were religious.  
Meredith witnessed to me on a regular basis, and 
she was a good example of what it means to be a 
Christian.” 
 
Paul read the Old and New Testament for the first 
time around the age of 35, but he was blind and 
stubborn.  “Hitler’s name kept coming up as a 
defense to my accepting Jesus.”  He and his wife 
attended a charismatic church, Church of the 
Risen Savior in East Liberty where he met some 
other Jewish believers.   
 
A man named David Shaw had visited all the res-
idents of Squirrel Hill whose names were Jewish 

and tried to wit-
ness to them.  
Paul tells me, 
“On March 26, 
1983, soon after 
my 37th birth-
day, David Shaw 
came to visit me.  
He asked what I 
wanted to dis-
cuss and I chose 
Satan in the Old 
Testament since 

I did not believe in Satan.  He spoke at length 
convincingly. I increasingly became frustrated, 
largely due to me wanting to believe in Jesus, but 
not doing so.  He kept talking and I felt angry, 
not an infrequent emotion for me in those days.  
As I turned to walk away for a bit, a sudden and 
inexplicable peace came over me.  I returned and 
accepted Christ.  This peace did not come from 
me and it was unlike anything I had ever experi-
enced before.” 

 
At present, Paul is employed by the Allegheny 
County Law Library at the City-County Building.  
He has worked there for 30 years. 
 
Paul and Meredith were married 33 years ago, 
and flew to Arizona for their honeymoon.  He en-
joys listening to all kinds of music - classic, rock 
and jazz. 
 
In 1989 Paul attended Woodstock.  He also 
climbed to the top of the Washington Monument 
back in the ‘50s.  He took a trip to the Grand 
Canyon and he climbed from the bottom to the 
top over a two-day trip. 

 

P aul’s favorite hymns are “Shine Jesus Shine” 
and “Our God.”  Both songs we sing here at 

church.  “I listened to Chris Tomlin sing ‘Our 
God’ on a YouTube video.  It goes like this: 
 

         Meredith  Paul 

Water You turned into wine 
Open the eyes of the blind 

There’s no one like You 
None like You 

 

Into the darkness You shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 
There’s no one like You  

None like You 
 

Our God is greater,  

Our God is stronger  
Our God is higher than any other 

Our God is Healer  
Awesome in power 

Our God, Our God 
 

And if our God is for us  

Then who could ever stop us 
And If our God is with us,  

Then what could stand against?  
What could stand against? 
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Recipe of the Month  ~~Julie Palmer 

1- Box sugar-free yellow cake mix 

1/2 Cup oil 

4 - Eggs 

1- 11 oz. can mandarin oranges, undrained 

Mix all together and put in greased 9 x 13 pan 

Bake at 300 degrees using directions on cake box 

Cool cake 

Topping: 

1 - 8 oz. sugar-free Cool Whip 

1 - Small sugar-free vanilla pudding 

1 - 15 oz. drained crushed pineapple 

Mix and refrigerate 

Spread on cake, and keep refrigerated 

in my heart.  On a lunch-time walk “Charlie” led 
me to the Lord and life became meaningful. I 
asked Susie if she accepted Christ, and she said 
‘yes’ to Christ at a summer camp.  So much 
started to make sense, Susie loved me as Christ 
did and could overlook my forgetting dates like 
anniversaries and birthdays.  

 
And 50 years later, we are still having our is-
sues with minor things, but with Christ in the 
center we always know to let the Spirit of God 
heal our differences.  It has worked for a long 
time and I don’t feel that anything is going to 
change that.  Fifty years later the marriage 
grows in commitment to each other, as well as 
in Christ, our marriage counselor!  We continue 
to have our ups and downs, but the downs 
don’t last, Susie is so selfless and caring that it 
rubs off on me and we enjoy being married.   

 
Our kids did a roast at our anniversary celebra-
tion which made Susie and me realize that they 
have grown into great people.  It was fun to hear 
their take on some of our family crises along 

with the good things we did together.  And some 
things they talked about got better and better 
with each telling of their stories.  I am most 
grateful that Susie and I became one in mar-
riage, and our children grew into responsible 
adults.  So, what is the next 50 going to look 
like?  I don’t know, but I do know that if we 
keep the person of Christ centered in our family 
it will be better each day we are together.  
  
I would not recommend forgetting special days 
intentionally, nor testing a relationship selfishly.  
Only hard work and faith that God is in charge 
will make it all work out.  Thanks for reading 
my ramblings on the best marriage a man could 
experience.  Let me hear your story sometime - 
OK? 
 

C losing thought: 
 

“For we are members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones. For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.” ~ 
Ephesians 5:30-31 

Pig-eating Good Cake 

Reflections (Continued from page 1) 
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Continued on page 5 

T he church choir is congruent with ACAC’s mission by ‘following Jesus in diverse 
community.’ The diversity is the flavors of ethnicities and cultures that make up the 

ACAC choir. Our musical mixture also encompasses our mission. One Sunday we may 
sing a Swahili song, and the next week it is Southern Baptist! I was drawn to become a 
choir member 2.5 years ago by the love of Christ through praise and worship. I’ve been 
blessed to sing with those in the following paragraphs, who graciously shared their sa-
cred experiences on serving in the ACAC choir.  

 

Anqi Huang - served 7 years 
 

“For an Asian person coming into church for the first time,  

and seeing an Asian person on the platform, it actually encourages  
that person and gives them a sense of belonging.” 

 

When and how did you know that God had called you to be part of the ACAC choir?  

“I think that choir was one thing that kept me at ACAC, but I actually didn’t join the choir 
until I was at ACAC for a year. I was helping at Church in the Park. I think initially, I did not 
want to be so public when I first joined the church. I wanted to serve and make sure that 
this was what God wanted me to serve in before I joined the choir. It was after serving at 
Church in the Park for a whole year, that I felt God was calling me to serve in the choir. At 
my previous church I used to lead worship for high school and college students. My church 
was much smaller with 20 high school kids. Worship has always been one of my spiritual 
gifts, and I knew choir would be the right fit. I enjoy not being the one person speaking out, 
but being part of a bigger body; especially when you have your own part and the other peo-
ple sing their parts and together, musically, that is really beautiful. Spiritually, (having) a 
church family is wonderful to me. That is why I joined the choir.” 
 
How have you grown spiritually singing in the choir? 

“There were times when work was hard or things were going on in my life, but going to choir 
practice, and sitting there and soaking in God’s presence really helped me. I connect with 
God most through music and worship. Being part of the choir helps me to connect with God 
better and to get closer to Him.  As one of the young members, I get so much wisdom by lis-
tening to choir members speak about what is happening in their life. They encourage me 
and help me grow. It has been very helpful to be part of this (choir) family, and be able to 
serve God through something I really enjoy.” 

 
How do you think God is using you as part of the choir?  
“I think being the only Asian person, representation actually is very helpful. For an Asian 
person coming into church for the first time, and seeing an Asian person on the platform, it 
actually encourages that person and gives them a sense of  belonging. Part of why God has 
placed me at ACAC is to help with the diversity, too. That is something I am seeking. I would 
like to see other Asian people at ACAC. That is one way that’s very obvious to me; that God 
wants me to contribute to the diversity of this ministry and also of this church. I don’t know 
how by me singing helps other people, but it definitely has helped me in worshipping God 
with other believers.” 
 
Does the choir feel more like family to you than an organization? 

“Yes, for sure…especially with my alto friends that I sit next to every Wednesday (at choir 

practice). It’s really great because people keep coming back year after year, and you see the 

same faces. It really does seem like family. We know what is going on in each other’s lives, 

pray for each other, and keep each other accountable. It is definitely more like a family.” 

 

 

ACAC Choir Speaks...Instead of Sings ~~Evelyn Hines 
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ACAC Choir Speaks  (Continued from page 4) 

Lalla Smalley – served 3.5 years 
 

“I think God is using me to be an encourager to the  
people of the choir and to people who attend ACAC. 

 
When and how did you know that God had called you to be part of the ACAC choir?  
“When I come to praise the Lord, it is so nice to praise the Lord with like-minded people who are excit-
ed about God. I saw that excitement and love for the Lord in the people of the choir. That love of God 
drove me to be part of the choir here.”  
 

How have you grown spiritually singing in the choir? 
“I’ve grown closer to God. I wake up praising Him and wanting my relationship with Him to be in a 
closer, deeper way. The choir helps me in focusing on Christ instead of on me and all the problems of 
the world. When you wake up singing to God and praising Him, you are going to go to bed singing to 
God and praising Him! It has brought me much closer to the Lord.”  
 

How do you think God is using you as part of the choir?  

“I think God is using me to be an encourager to the people of the choir and to people who attend ACAC. 
I’ve developed relationships with other people that I might not have ever developed had I not been in 
the choir. They share stories of their relationship to God and their struggles in life. I share (my experi-
ences) and where God has brought me. It encourages others. We are all encouragers. We sing the Word 
of God as we live the Word of God. God helps us to help others.” 
 
Does the choir feel more like family to you than an organization? 

“Yes. I don’t know everybody, but by the end of the choir rehearsal and 

fellowship, I feel we are family. You may come in with things on your 

mind, but by the time you lift up God’s name and praise Him you are 

family. My favorite Psalm is 150:6 – ‘Let everything that has breath 

praise the Lord.’  That’s what we do whenever the choir comes together 

to help others worship the Lord. Every breath we have we are singing 

unto the Lord, thanking Him, loving Him, showing Him how much we 

need Him in our lives each and every day. As we humble ourselves and 

pray, and lift up His name, the Holy Spirit comes and helps us praise 

the Lord in a way that honors Him. When the choir comes together, the 

Spirit takes our praise to the Heavenly Hosts. It’s about lifting His 

name, thanking Him, and loving Him.” 

 
 

 Steve Moraca – served 20 years 
 

“I believe that through my personal engagement and  

modeling how a worship leader responds to God;  

that is part of how God uses me to bring 
glory, honor, and praise to Him through worship.” 

 
When and how did you know that God had called you to be part of the ACAC choir?  
“I was actually in a choir at a former church, and was a worship leader there. When my family moved 
to ACAC, I felt called to be part of the choir ministry. It is something that touched my heart. God has 
created me as a worshipper, and I felt that my expression of that part of His creation in me was to be in 
the choir.” 

Continued on page 6 

 Evelyn      Anqi        Steve      Lalla 



Page 6 of 12 

How have you grown spiritually singing in the choir? 
”Over time, just as there are issues in families, we’ve experienced some issues in the choir. From 
that respect, we had to learn humility, set aside our own perspective of how things are supposed to 
work, and take on the new leadership that has come to us. That (aspect) is at the corporate level 
within the choir. Personally, it has been a challenge for me, week in and week out, to have a heart 
for worship, and a mind that is focused on God on a regular basis. You don’t show up and sing on 
Sunday morning as part of the choir. We live it! We need to have a quiet time with God daily, learn-
ing more about who He is, and developing a heart for God.” 
 

How do you think God is using you as part of the choir?  
“We as a choir are up front, and the folks see us. I’m not in the choir to be seen, but we are seen 
and that is just the reality of it. Personally, I try to engage with God in worship every service that we 
sing. I believe that through my personal engagement and modeling how a worship leader responds 
to God, that is part of how God uses me to bring glory, honor, and praise to Him through worship. 
Music is very powerful. The words and melodies that are played creates an atmosphere of praise for 
(the congregation). We call it the sanctuary. We want to praise God in His sanctuary. This is where 
we are doing it as a group at ACAC. We’ve often heard people ask, ‘When is the choir coming back?’ 
We are up front and when people see how we respond, it has an impact on the body of believers 
who are out in the pews. Our primary goal is to bring praise to God, to worship God, and to create 
an atmosphere where praise can be brought into God’s presence.” 
 

Does the choir feel more like family to you than an organization? 
“Absolutely! It may be an organization, but the relationships that I have with the folks in the choir 
are priceless. It is, in many ways, a good family. I miss it a little because I come later (for practice) 
after leading worship time for the ACAC Boys Club ministries every Wednesday. I miss the com-
radery that takes place during the gathering time, but I never miss the opportunity to shake hands 

and bump fists with my fellow tenors.” 
 

 

ACAC Choir Speaks  (Continued from page 5) 

 O God of love, 

O Peace Dove 

From Heaven high above, 

Bring down your everlasting love 
And touch the people of your 

world, 

Every man, woman, boy, and girl. 

  

O God of love 
O Peace Dove, 

Stop the fighting and the hate. 

Halt the guns, the tanks, the  

poison gas, 

The bombs, the terrorists, the 

terrible fate 
Of innocent people caught up in 

war, 

In America as well as lands afar. 

  

O God of love, 
O Peace Dove, 

Emmanuel, Savior of mankind, 

hear our cry. 

Do not pass Your lost children 

by; 

 

We’re in desperate need of You 

today; 
Rescue us from our spiritual  

decay. 

  

O God of love, 

O Peace Dove, 

Our strengthened, Adored One, 
Healer, Redeemer, 

O’ Beloved, 

humanities only desire. 

  

Awaken earth with united hearts 
Lighted by Your righteous fire. 

Make the nations one; 

Unite us all to live together 

In perfect harmony. 

O Lord, establisher of the Most 

Great Peace 
Forgive our shortcomings and 

make us more like Thee. 

  

O God of love 

O Peace Dove, 
 

Change our actions to those of 

compassion 

Forgiveness, non-violence, and 
peace, 

So our anger, conflicts and  

warring will cease. 

Let your merciful hands 

Sweep our troubled lands. 

  
O God of love, 

O Peace Dove, 

Blend love and justice, 

And plant it everywhere on earth 

So hope, understanding, free-
dom, and good can give birth, 

And our people will co-exist and 

get along, 

For You have united our world 

with a peace song. 

  
O God of love, 

O Peace Dove 

Hear our prayers 

And our song for peace. 

 
  

By Rose Cheriton 
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Are you creative?  I’ll bet you are.  Most everyone has some creative talent they are afraid to 
use for fear it won’t be liked or accepted.  Fear holds back the creativity in most people or they 
fail to appreciate their gift.  

 

Don’t think you are creative?  Well, can you write, paint, draw, zentangle, photograph, dance, 
sing, grow bonsai trees?  

 

Do you cook, decorate cakes, tat lace, crochet, knit, sew, embroider, hook rugs, weave,  

garden, make honey, bake, can, dry flowers, or carve wood? 

 

Can you make jewelry, forge metal, airbrush, make lace out of metal thread? 

 

Do you throw clay, make pottery, carve ice, arrange flowers, do paper decoupage, make photo 
albums, blow glass, collect stamps, collect coins, collect anything? 

 

Are you a paper crafter? An engraver? A furniture designer? Do you make model cars?   

Purses?  Paint faces?  Are you a clown?  

 

Do you play an instrument?  Compose?  Edit?  Build new technology?  Do light installations? 
What have you invented that didn’t exist before?  

 

Are you a hair designer?  A moustache barber?  A Jedi-master Lego builder? 

Do you make tents?  Small dwellings?  Treehouses?  Tiny homes?  One-piece sack bedding 
for bunk beds?  A way to recycle the lipstick left in the tube you can’t get at to use? 

 

Is tap dancing your passion?  How about ballet, even if you are not the ‘traditional’ size?  Do 
you make children’s clothes out of pillow cases?  Home cleaning products out of herbs?  
Teach people the best way to make-up their faces?  Hat’s for cats? Paint store windows?  
Paint mailboxes?  Design Luggage?  Write screenplays?  Paint ducks for the National Duck 
Stamp competition?  

 

Are you a pastry chef?  A leather carver?  A broom maker?  Do you create rooftop gardens?  
Do you make something out of non-traditional materials?  Can you make bricks from mud?  
Carve stone?  Paint on shingles?   Pencil sketch?  Finger paint? Paper cut?   

 

Do you tell jokes?  Are you a standup comic? An actor/actress?  Can you bind books?  Make 
shoes?  Create sand art?  Make paper?  Make baskets?  Make soap?  Make perfume?  Make 
candles?  

 

Are You Creative? 
~~ Kathy Lovejoy 
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I Will Love by M. Rose Cheriton 

  
It’s the essence of my calling 

     I will love… 
Hate will not be my falling 

     I will love… 
It’s my heart’s only choice 

Every reason for my soul to rejoice 
     I will love… 

And embrace hate’s heartache, struggle, and pain 
And use my love… 

To teach that to hope…heal and love again 
     I will love… 

Even in the midst of ugly words or actions by hate 
I must allow my love to participate 

Or other words…to foresee 
What genuine love ought to be 

     I will love… 
And help haters to feel and know…the love of God 

Love… 
touch each man, women, boy, and girl 

Love… 
wipe out hate in hearts throughout our world 

     I will love… 
This verse is really my prayer 

That love will sprout everywhere 
For I will love… 

What will you do? 
Will you love too? 

We will love! 
 

 

    Legacy           

   Builders 

Conference 

May 21-23, 2018 

We also have an adopted adult child, Janet, and 
four grandchildren. 
 
1998 was one of the best years of my life. I retired 
from Mellon Bank after 25 years of service, and I 
joined the fellowship of Allegheny Center Alliance 
Church and have been in attendance for almost 20 
years.  Since attending, I have served with the wel-
coming team, Children's Ministry, Adult Ministry, 
Governing Board and the Funeral Team.  I am cur-
rently in a Growth Group that I have been attend-
ing for almost 10 years. 

 

T he preaching of the unadulterated Word of God 
every Sunday, the Sunday school class/Growth 

Group and serving with a group of Christian believ-
ers who serve in love and harmony each week is an 
inspiration and encouragement to me. 

Great Life (continued from page 9) 

In His Hands 
 

The Hands that made the world 

and gave the sun and moon their light 

are the tiny Hands of a baby 

born one cold December night… 

 

The Hands that stilled the wind 
and tamed the fury of the sea 

are the calloused Hands of a carpenter 

who lived in poverty... 

 

The Hands that held the power to break 

the binding chains of sin 
are the gentle Hands that washed the feet 

of tired and dusty men… 

 

The Hands that cleansed the leper, 

healed the blind and raised the dead 

are the praying Hands of one who cried,  

“Not My will, but Thine instead…”   

 

The Hands that shaped the universe 

and flung the stars in space 

are the nail-pierced Hands of a dying man 

who suffered in our place…  

 

The Hands of our Creator, 
Lord and King of Heaven above, 

are the Savior’s Hands forever 

reaching out to us with love. 
 

B.J. Hoff 
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~~Betty  Richey 

A s far back as I can remember I was taken 
to Sunday school and church by my pa-

ternal grandparents.  At that time they had 
24 grandchildren and the ones of us who 
lived close went to church with them.  I did-
n't understand why we had to go to church 
every single Sunday even when we had to 
catch two streetcars to get there.  We lived in 
East End and our church was on the North 
Side.  I didn't know until later years that the 
church was started in the home of my 
grandparents, along with six other chartered 
members.  
 
Every first Sunday was communion Sunday.  
We observed the Lord's Supper in the even-
ing and it was a regular worship service just 
as we worshiped on Sunday morning.  The 
ushers were on duty, the choirs sang and 
the Word of God was preached.  At the end 
of the service they would sing a hymn of fel-
lowship and people would shake each others’ 
hands as they left the church. 
 

On that particular Sunday, because we lived 
so far away, my grandmother would pack a 
basket of food for us to eat between ser-
vices.  On some Sundays, my cousins and I 
would get a reprieve by being invited to some 
teenager's home to have dinner and some 
playtime before the evening service began. 
 

My grandparents were God-honoring and 
dedicated people of God.  They were a shin-
ing example to their children and grandchil-
dren and were highly respected by the peo-
ple in the neighborhood. Their audio 
matched their video.  (They talked the talk 
and walked the walk.)  Even so, I was not 
ready to follow in their footsteps.  My trans-
formation didn't come until years later, al-
though they planted the seed. 

 
I was baptized at the age of 13, but did not 
have a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ until my late 20s. I didn't know what 
was happening to me. I no longer had the 
appetite of going out partying with my 
friends.  They would tell people, “she's in the 
church now.”  No, I was always in the 
church but church was not in me, not until 

the Holy Spirit took  
away my worldly desires 
and replaced them with 
a hunger and thirst for  

Jesus and His Word. 
 
Just about this time the 
Lord sent our church a new  
pastor.  Our former minister, who served our 
church for over 40 years, had passed 
away.  Our new pastor was a young man 
and an anointed man of God with a vision.  
He saw the need to rebuild the Sunday 
school, have Bible study classes, all night 
prayer services and he taught the meaning 
of fasting.  He grew right along with the con-
gregation, at least with the people who were 
interested in growing. 
 
The Lord prepared my heart to receive Him.  
During this time I was working in the adver-
tising department of a local newspaper com-
pany, and a beautiful woman of God invited 
me to an all night prayer service that her Bi-
ble school was hosting.  I agreed to go and 
that was the best decision I ever made.  I in-
vited the Lord to come into my heart, forgive 
me of my sins and to save me.  I believe God 
used that beautiful woman to water the seed 
my grandparents had sown.   
 
I went from not so interested in attending 
church to not wanting to leave church. It 
was so exciting.  In the words of Jeremiah 
the prophet, "it was like a burning fire shut 
up in my bones." The Lord took me to places 
I never thought I would go.  I found myself 
going out with a team knocking on doors 
asking people about their salvation and min-
istering to men and women in the Allegheny 
County Jail.  God, indeed, gave the increase. 
 
The Lord blessed me to have a dad and mom 
who were saved and are now resting in the 
arms of the Lord.  Also three of my siblings 
are saved. Two of them are worshiping with 
me here at ACAC. 
 
In 1987, my husband Homer and I met and 
we married in 1989. We both have one bio-
logical adult child, Melanie and Wayne.  

    Great Life in the Church 

Continued on Page 8 

Betty 
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Joe and Heidi have the gardens up and running.  
It is amazing to see the transformation. They plan to 
be in Cambodia for about another eight weeks and 
then their time there will come to an end. 

The main house has been remodeled and now contains two class-
rooms and an office on the main floor.  With extra ministry funds a 
teacher has been hired for a year to help the girls with their studies.  
The public school that the girls attend isn't quite up to snuff.  Some of 
the kids who come to us are older and haven't attended school, so we 
need to help them advance to their appropriate grade. 

Mark and Kerry are currently in Brazil  on an exploratory trip to see if it  
would be feasible for Remember Nhu to open children's homes in the future. 

Prayer Points 

 Kelly and her sister, Tracy, as they 

mourn her mom’s passing, and go 

through the probate process—that all 
things would go well and as quickly as 

possible. 

 One helper was hired on a trial basis, 

but we are still looking for new house 

parents and another helper for the 
girls’ and boys’ homes. 

 Clear direction and wisdom as they 

work through the paperwork neces-

sary to fulfill the government’s de-

mands. 

 Wisdom and direction for Carl, Mark, 

and Kerry in reference to opening new 

homes in Brazil. 

 God would open the door for a job for 

Joe.  Currently looking in Okinawa 

and Florida. 

Kelly Eichenberg 

Heidi  Joe 

    Missions Prayer Updates 
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T he Food Ministry strives to not only pro-
vide at cost food for other ministries and 

events throughout ACAC, but also fosters a 
sense of community by sharing meals and 
conversation together. By serving meals to 
our community, inside and outside of ACAC, 
we are able to use our gifts to serve one an-
other as stewards of God’s grace.  
 
Richard Minter, our head chef for the past 
five years, is thankful for the opportunity to 
combine his passion for cooking and serving 
others. Richard’s culinary interest peaked 
when he was stationed in the service in 
D.C., where he volunteered for kitchen duty 
between his ceremonial duties.  
 

After his service in the late ‘60s, he went in-
to landscaping in D.C. and soon after moved 
to Pittsburgh. While in Pittsburgh, he was 
hired as a representative for a company con-
tracted by Kroger. He would visit every store 
in his region, and on the side, entertain fam-
ily and friends with his passion for cooking.  
 

When they asked Richard to move to Cleve-
land, he decided to stay in Pittsburgh and 
started a three year cooking apprenticeship 
at Community College. After his second year 
of the program, Richard decided to focus on 
healthcare and took courses in nutrition to 
make himself marketable. He then went on 
to spend fifteen years in Butler Hospital as 
executive chef, and then six years in Atria 
Assisted Living as Food Service Director. 

 
During these positions, Richard was cater-
ing on the side and wanted to pursue his 
own restaurant.  In 2006, he opened the 
restaurant but realized the economy was 
poor, and as a result, he closed three years 
later.  
 
Richard started looking for other jobs but 
decided to retire and volunteer for ACAC. 
After volunteering for Summer Day Camp, 
Richard was hired to use his background in 
restaurants and utilize his talents to serve 
the people of ACAC.  

 
Richard’s satisfaction working in the Food 
Ministry comes from being able to make 
people happy, see a product to completion, 
and facilitating fellowship over good food in 
a pleasant atmosphere. He is thankful for 
the compassionate and affable staff; even 
when problems or issues arise, they are al-
ways solved amicably and in a grace-filled 
way.  
 

O verall, working at ACAC is a rewarding 
position for Richard. He feels he is need-

ed, and the work keeps him motivated. Rich-
ard’s sentiments reflect the purpose of the 
Food Ministry. At the root of our purpose, 
we receive joy and purpose by doing the 
work of God’s kingdom on the most funda-
mental level. We feed the physical needs of 
our congregation, so they can be filled with 
the Word. 

The Food Ministry 
~~Courtney Grondziowski 

 

          Joe           Courtney             Christine Jill Richard 

   Grondziowski        Grondziowski            Davis       Boehm        Minter 



Team Overseer   Coordinator 

Pastor Andy Antoninka  Judy Michael  
aantoninka@comcast.net  jsmike@comcast.net 

412.496.0772   412.366.2262 
 

 Celebrations   Editor 

Susie Antoninka   Ginger Furman 
santoninka@comcast.net      gzfurman103@comcast.net 

724.274.4955   724.859.2399 
 

Back Porch Reporter  Assistant Publisher 

Julie Palmer   Julie Federer 
juliaapalmer@verizon.net  Julie.federer@acac.net 

412.331.4698   412.321.4333 

Reporters:  
 

Paul Belschner      Christine Davis      Kathy Lovejoy  
Chris Nooning        Kathy Rae      Leslie Rich   
Troy Baker Catherine Fan Baker 

55 + Newsletter Birthdays 

Happy Birthday ! 
 

 
10-03-1935 Carol Smiley 
10-06-1935 George Furman, Sr. 
10-11-1927 Ellen Little 
10-12-1933 Ruth Ward 
10-12-1934 Delma James 
10-17-1935 George Steinsdoerfer 
10-20-1930 Mary Thompson 
10-31-1932 Jerry Ward 
 
11-04-xxxx Audrey Ott 
11-06-1925 Laird Kroh 
11-07-xxxx Dolly Lane 
11-10-1935 Keith Turnbull 
11-22-1935 Carleton Campbell 
11-24-1933 Herb Bryer 
11-30-1928 Hank Riemersma 
 
12-15-1933 Judy Michael 
12-16-1931 Virginia Crawford 
12-21-xxxx Carol Weis 
12-22-1924 Dorothy Kroh 
12-24-1925 Anne Wukits 
12-28-1934 Lillian Clark 
12-30-1931 Eileen Gabriel 
12-31-1934 Pinky Green 
 
01-11-1930 Ninfa Coker 
01-21-1927 June Luciana 
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Happy Anniversary ! 
 

 

11-21-xxxx Gordon & Barbara Conner 
 
12-01-1950 Joe & June Luciana 
12-xx-1965 Art & Carol Wooley 
 
01-14-xxxx Ed & Carol Weis 

Anniversaries 

 


