
 

JULY/AUGUST 2021 

VOLUME 9  ISSUE 4 

Michele Huey 

The Legacy Builders Commission is honored to 

announce that Michele Huey will be speaking 

at the Legacy Builders Luncheons in October. 

Her messages are from the heart and she 

shares real life experiences. 

When Michele was a little girl, she quite often got 

in trouble in school for talking when she wasn’t 

supposed to. These days she makes her living 

talking and writing, delighting in using words to 

encourage, inspire, and entertain others—and bring them closer to God. An 

author and speaker, she published ten books, five devotional and five Chris-

tian fiction, and serves as the lay pastor of a small church she calls her “little 

flock.” When she isn’t pastoring, writing, or speaking, she’s reading, crochet-

ing, or watching her favorite sport...baseball.  

Michele is an award-winning columnist of a long-running weekly column, God, 

Me & A Cup of Tea (Indiana Gazette). She is a lay Speaker/Pastor for St. Pe-

ter’s United Church of Christ in Punxsutawney, PA. Anyone interested in pur-

chasing one of Michel’s books will have time to browse through her collection 

at the luncheons. 

A special treat is planned for you to enjoy. Members of “The Iron Bridge Dinner 

Theatre Ministry” will perform new arrangements of popular hymns such as 

Down by the Riverside, Standing on the Promises, It is Well With My Soul…

from the award-winning musical “Steeple People.” 
 

Dates and Locations 

 Tuesday, October 12, 2021: Chippewa Alliance Church, 3629 37th St Ext, 

Beaver Falls, PA  15010 

 Thursday, October 14, 2021: Tyrone Alliance Church, 2103 Adams Ave, Ty-

rone, PA  16686 

Cost: $13 per person. Menus are different at each location. 

Contact Ruby with any questions 814-938-6920 or piszkerr@cmawpa.org  
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“All who walk with them in this journey can glimpse 

the ‘eternal weight of glory’ that awaits us all.” 

Older Adults in Church 

There is no shortage of books and articles on min-

istry with children, youth, or young adults. The reali-

ty for many churches, however, is that much of the 

life of the church—those sitting in the pews, or 

serving on altar guilds, or ushering, or pledging, or 

manning the food programs—involves people near-

ing 75, or older. 

Ministering to Older Adults 

One definition for spiritual well-being is: the affirma-

tion of life in a relationship with God, self, communi-

ty and the environment that nurtures and celebrates 

wholeness. (This comes from a 1977 interfaith coa-

lition on aging.) The point is: we cannot separate 

our spiritual lives from the wholeness of life. We 

must consider body, mind, and soul, weaving those 

disparate parts into a whole cloth. 

Church programming for older adults should also 

reflect the needs and contexts of each congrega-

tion. Furthermore, activities should be created for 

“us” by “us,” - programs created solely by staff or 

well-meaning people for “them” are doomed to fail. 

The ministries suggested below reflect the develop-

ment, generational and spiritual characteristics of 

the Builder Generation (born before 1945). 

Body 

Physical changes include not only the body, but 

also how those changes affect volunteer activities, 

the places people live, and those who are caregiv-

ers. How can churches respond? 

Celebrating Programs: Many mission and out-

reach initiatives began with the efforts of people 

who are now over 75. As these members have 

less energy and physical stamina, some church 

events may no longer be feasible. Instead of let-

ting traditional events die a quick or lingering 

death, which results in resentment and hurt, con-

gregations should celebrate—with more than just 

a line in a worship bulletin—the role the events 

played in the life of the church and the people 

who made them possible. The Builder Genera-

tion laid the foundation that allows the current 

congregation to change and grow. 

Church Accessibility: Physical changes for old-

er adults often turn sidewalks, entrances and 

aisles into barriers. To test the accessibility of 

church buildings and grounds, enlist the youth 

group to conduct an accessibility survey. Not only 

will the congregation learn about their facilities, 

the youth will also gain a new understanding of 

older people. Try an aging simulation to help 

people understand the needs of older adults. 

Mind 

Too often when the terms ‘mental’ and ‘older adults’ 

are paired, thoughts quickly move to dementia and 

Alzheimer’s disease. But half of those in their late 

80s and 90s will maintain their mental faculties. 

Nevertheless, adults over 75 have already begun to 

live with issues of loss in every facet of their lives. 

Faith Formation After 70: Ministry with Older Adults 
Excerpts from, A Ministry of Virginia Theological Seminary, buildfaith.org. Printed on July 27, 2021. 

Continued on page 3 



A reality for people over 75 is the loss of spouses, 

friends and other family members. Women are es-

pecially hard hit: 64 percent of men over 75 are 

married, while only 18 percent of women are mar-

ried. Along with this loss is another reality that 

feeds feelings of loneliness. In a major study of 

women over age 65, women were asked how their 

congregations perceived them. They said they were 

invisible. What can churches do? 

Intergenerational Activities: Week-long Vaca-

tion Bible Schools are a good place for grandchil-

dren who are spending time with grandparents. 

While children are involved in the program, 

grandparents can share their skills and talents as 

volunteers, doing tasks from storytelling to mak-

ing creative snacks to teaching a craft. Many 

churches also design weekend retreats to include 

extended family members. Other intergeneration-

al activities, such as mission and outreach oppor-

tunities, embrace family members of all ages. 

Online Interaction: Older people prefer written 

guidelines or one-on-one instruction. Pairing Mil-

lennials with older people for “App Sundays,” is 

one way to bridge the knowledge gap between 

generations… 

You can provide online daily devotionals, audio 

Bible verses or form a Facebook page with lim-

ited accessibility for a group of older adults to 

support each other, sharing joys and sorrows.  

Memory Activities: Providing a safe place 

where people can face and name their fears 

about memory loss is an important ministry of the 

church. One way to do this is creating personal 

memory boxes to help people recall favorite 

memories. Create boxes through a series of 

gatherings, events, or during a retreat. The ob-

jects chosen not only have the power to evoke a 

pleasant memory, but also to reflect God’s pres-

ence in the events of a person’s life... 

Conclusion 

In describing the human condition, Paul said in 2 

Corinthians 4: 

“But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it 

may be made clear that this extraordinary power 

belongs to God and does not come from us. We 

are afflicted in every way but not crushed, per-

plexed but not driven to despair; persecuted but 

not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed...So 

we do not lose heart. Even though our outer na-

ture is wasting away, our inner nature is being 

renewed day by day. For this slight momentary 

affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 

glory beyond all measure.”  

Many people over 75 have lived these words, 

through the losses they have faced, through illness 

and disease, and in the uncertainties of simple sur-

vival. And yet many are more likely to express con-

tentment than younger, more active people in the 

prime of health. 

Perhaps by spending more time with older people 

in our churches and personal lives, listening to their 

stories, or just being in their presence, we can ben-

efit from their wisdom. At the same time while the 

“outer nature is wasting away” for many older 

adults, their inner nature is being renewed daily. All 

who walk with them in this journey can glimpse the 

“eternal weight of glory” that awaits us all. 
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Would you like to make a difference in a child’s life? 

Discover how to support Shawn and Becky and their team’s after-school program. 

 

Mamady  is a fourth grader with a big smile and a love for school. Like all students in Senegal, he will soon need 

to pass a government exam to move on to secondary school. 42% of the children fail the exam because their par-

ents do not have the funds to get a tutor for their children. By partnering with Shawn and Becky, who are serving 

in West Africa with CAMA, you are giving children a fair chance at an education. Call the District Office for details 

and to request Seeds of Hope resources at 814-938-6920. 
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In Sympathy—Come together in prayer. 

Vivian A. Vance  
 

Vivian A. Vance, 82, widow of Dr. Melvin Vance, of 

Punxsutawney, peacefully passed away on Friday, 

July 9, 2021, at Christ the King Manor in Du-

Bois.  She was born December 18, 1938, to James 

and Ruth (Davis) Hill, in Liberty, NY. 

Vivian was a devoted Christ Follower, daughter, 

sister, wife, mother, grandma and friend. Her call-

ing on her life led her to serve as an elementary 

teacher and homemaker. She and her husband, 

Mel, served in churches all over Western Pennsyl-

vania for 43 years. (He retired in October, 2000, 

and passed away on March 3, 2006.) In recent 

years, her grandkids were the apple of her eye. She 

was passionate about serving and loving others in 

any way possible. She loved music and playing her 

grand piano. She was actively involved in the First 

Church of God in Punxsutawney. 

She is survived by two sons, 
Steve Vance, Lake Placid, 
NY, and Doug Vance and 
wife Becky; four grandchil-
dren, Emma Vance, Kayla 
Grohman, Jake Vance, and 
Caleb Vance, and her favor-
ite dog, Duchess. 

She was preceded in death 

by her parents, James Hill, 

Ruth (Davis) Hill; a sister, 

Virginia Hill; her husband, Melvin E. Vance; and a 

brother, Richard Hill. 

A celebration of life service was held at The First 
Church of God in Punxsutawney. Please remember 
the Vance Family in prayer.  
 
Here is a link to view her obituary: https://www.mccabe                             
waldronfh. com/obituary/Vivian-Vance  

Children’s Missions Project 

2021-2022 

https://www.explorejeffersonpa.com/vivian-a-vance/
https://www.mccabewaldronfh.com/obituary/Vivian-Vance
https://www.mccabewaldronfh.com/obituary/Vivian-Vance


You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God 

turns my darkness into light (Psalm 18:28). 

A  severe thunderstorm passed through our 

new town, leaving high humidity and dark 

skies in its wake. I took our dog, Callie, for an 

evening stroll. The mounting challenges of my 

family’s cross-country move grew heavier on 

my mind. Frustrated by the countless ways 

things had strayed so far from our high hopes 

and expectations, I slowed to let Callie sniff 

the grass. I listened to the creek that runs be-

side our house. Tiny lights flashed on and off 

while hovering over the patches of wildflowers 

climbing up the creek ’s bank. Fireflies. 

The Lord wrapped me in peace as I watched 

the blinking lights cutting through the dark-

ness. I thought of the psalmist David singing, 

“You, Lord, keep my lamp burning” (Psalm 

18:28). Proclaiming that God turns his dark-

ness into light, David demonstrated confident 

faith in the Lord ’s provision and protection 

(vv. 29-30). With God’s strength, he could 

handle anything that came his way (vv. 32-

35). Trusting the living Lord to be with him 

through all circumstances, David promised to 

praise Him among the nations and sing the 

praises of His name (vv. 36-49). 

Whether we’re enduring the unpredictable 

storms in life or enjoying the stillness after 

the rains have passed, the peace of God ’s 

constant presence lights our way through the 

darkness. Our living God will always be our 

strength, our refuge, our sustainer, and our 

deliverer. 

Reflect and Pray 

What verses help you trust God ’s con-

stant presence? How can relying on God ’s 

sovereign goodness help you walk 

through storms with confident faith?  

Father, please help me trust Your good-

ness and love even when I sometimes 

can’t see you in the dark circumstances in 

life. 

 

 

Betty Miles: Betty had a second surgery on her hip. 
She was in ICU for several days before being trans-
ferred to Jefferson Manor for rehab. If you would like 
to send a card the address is: 417 Route 28, 
Brookville, PA 15825. Continue to pray. 

Dan & Lynda Hammond, Pastor of Beaverdale Alli-
ance, are experiencing several medical issues.   
 

WPA International Workers, Please remember our 
IWs as they Tour WPA District churches for the 
2021-2022 Missions Emphasis. 

Prayer Requests—Come together in prayer. 
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Light in the Dark 
By Xochitl Dixon. Our Daily Bread, © 2021 by RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All 
rights reserved. Reference Psalm 18:28-36, 46-49. 
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“...you are precious 
in my eyes and hon-
ored in my sight, and                 

...I love you.” 

 

 

 

 

Top 10 C&MA Landmarks to Visit This Summer 
Used with the permission of The Christian and Missionary Alliance (www.cmalliance. org). All rights reserved.  

Visit one of these spots on your summer vacation 

and celebrate your Alliance heritage. 

As you head out for a family vacation this summer or 

a road trip to visit Grandma and Grandpa, remember 

to include your Alliance family in your travel plans. 

Here are 10 ideas to include in your itinerary. 

1. Toccoa Falls, GA: A beautiful 186-foot-high wa-

terfall, Toccoa Falls is one of the tallest free-falling 

waterfalls east of the Mississippi River. It is located 

on the campus of Toccoa Falls College (Alliance). 

A scenic path leads visitors to the back of a natural 

gorge area where the falls are located. Guests en-

ter through Toccoa Falls Books & Gifts where a 

nominal fee is charged. 

2. Gospel Tabernacle, NY: In 1889 The Gospel Tab-

ernacle, pastored by A.B. Simpson, purchased 

property on the corner of 8th Avenue and 44th 

Street in New York City. The building, designed 

and constructed by David Crear, served the needs 

of the church and the movement Simpson began 

until the mid ‘70s. Today it is the home of a restau-

rant where all pizzas are made to order and baked 

in coal-fired brick ovens. John’s Pizzeria still has 

the original Alliance stained-glass windows depict-

ing the Fourfold Gospel. 

3. Birthplace of The Christian and Missionary Alli-

ance, ME: Old Orchard Camp Meetings (or 

“conventions” as they were later known) began in 

1886 in the spot where the Seaside Pavilion now 

stands. This location is where the idea started of 

forming a fraternal union of evangelical persons and 

churches to support the Fourfold Gospel and ad-

vance the Great Commission through overseas mis-

sions. Upcoming performances at the Seaside Pavil-

ion include Christian artists Francesca Battistelli, Ste-

ven Curtis Chapman and Tenth Avenue North. 

4. A.B. Simpson’s Gravesite, NY: Albert Benjamin 

Simpson, founder of The Christian and Missionary 

Alliance, died October 29, 1919. He was 75. His 

gravesite is next to Pardington Hall on the campus 

of Nyack College. Simpson founded the Mission-

ary Training Institute (now Nyack College) in the 

early 1880s. It was the first Bible College in North 

America. 

5. The Christian and Missionary Alliance National 

Office: The National Office is home to the majority 

of administrative offices that help oversee the daily 

operations of the C&MA. The National Office has 

been in Colorado Springs, CO, however, officials 

are in the process of moving the office to Reyn-

oldsburg, OH. 

Gospel Tabernacle 

Continued on page 7 

http://www.cmalliance.org


Top 10 C&MA Landmarks to Visit This Summer...continued 

6. A.W. Tozer’s Gravesite, Akron, OH: Dr. A.W. 

Tozer authored more than 40 books, including 

Christian classics The Pursuit of God and The 

Knowledge of the Holy. He served 30 years as 

pastor of Southside Alliance Church in Chicago 

(1928-1959). In 1950, he was appointed editor of 

the Alliance Weekly magazine, now Alliance Life. 

A.W. was buried in Ellet Cemetery in Akron, OH, 

with a simple epitaph marking his grave 

7. Shell Pointe Retirement Community, Fort My-

ers, FL: Shell Pointe Retirement Community 

(Alliance) includes approximately 600 acres, 

many of which are protected preserves and wet-

lands. Register for a guided tour and see the or-

chid house and butterfly habitat, woodshop, art 

and pottery studios, genealogy lab, Gulf Coast 

Model Railroad, 18-hole championship golf 

course, and marina. Four dining options are open 

to the public, ranging from a buffet to cafes with a 

tropical flair. Take a virtual tour of Shell Pointe at 

www.shellpoint.org/. 

8. Alliance Redwoods Conference Grounds, Oc-

cidental, CA: Alliance Redwoods, one of several 

Alliance Camping Ministries, offers a variety of 

options for day experiences. Bring your family 

and challenge each other on the unique paintball 

course. Stretch yourself on one of the many chal-

lenge-course options, including rope courses, zip 

lines, climbing features, and giant swings. Or ex-

plore a coastal mountain valley as you paddle the 

Russian River in a kayak or canoe. Alliance Red-

woods celebrated 70 years of ministry. Take a 

tour on https://allianceredwoods.com. 

9. Broadway Commons, Salem, OR: Salem Alli-

ance Church built Broadway Commons to be—in 

the words of John Stumbo— “ a place where 

church, commerce, and community come togeth-

er for the common good.” Grab a cup of Stump-

town coffee and a pastry at Broadway Coffee-

house. Then check out the Upper Room on the 

fourth floor. This prayer center offers great views 

of the surrounding hills, the State Capitol build-

ing, and the downtown Salem core. 

10.Crown College, St. Bonifacius, MN: Crown 

College turned 100 on October 13, 2016. The 

current Crown College campus used to be a Jes-

uit school. It was purchased in 1969, and the first 

school year there started in 1970. The main 

building is in the shape of a cross. 

(www.crown.edu) 
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Shell Pointe, The Island 



 

NAME THAT HYMN! 
 

Bonus: What famous hymn 
writer became blind as a 

small child when a 
physician gave her the 

wrong medicine? 

Answers: 
1. In the Garden 
2. When the Roll 

is Called Up 
Yonder 

3. Abide With Me 
4. How Great 

Thou Art 
5. Rock of Ages 
6. Mansion Over 

the Hilltop 
7. Jesus Loves Me 
8. The Church in 

the Wildwood 
9. Precious Mem-

ories 
10. I’ll Fly Away 
11. Blessed Assur-

ance 
12.Amazing Grace 
13. Count Your 

Blessings 
14. Softly and 

Tenderly 
15. Just As I Am 
16. The Old Rug-

ged Cross 
 
BONUS 
Fanny Crosby 

 
 

The members of Legacy Builders 

believe that mature adults are a vital 

part of the local church. They can 

be a great asset to the ministry of 

the local church due to their experience, maturity 

and wisdom. The Legacy Builders Commission 

wants to assist the district churches in establishing 

ministries, providing resources and planning district 

events to encourage and promote spiritually 

healthy mature adults. 

Legacy Builders desire to aid the local church in 

their discipling of mature adults. The commission 

seeks to provide resources, training and ministry 

experiences that will address the twelve spiritual 

growth issues defined in making Healthy Disciples 

material. 

   Legacy Builders Commission 

 Andrew & Susie Antoninka 

         aantoninka@comcast.net 

 Tom & Dee Henretty 

tph1114@brockwaytv.com 

 Wayne & Linda Kurtz 

        wkurtz@zoominternet.net 

 Carl & Janet Schmidt 

         janetschmidt52@gmail.com 

         caschmidt52@gmail.com 

 Milton & Denise Vogel 

        budvog@yahoo.com 

 

WPA District of C&MA 

Disciplemaking Ministries 

814-938-6920 

piszkerr@cmawpa.org 

www.cmawpa.org 

1. “And the voice I hear falling on my ear, 

the Son of God discloses.” 

__________________________ 

2.“When the trumpet of the Lord shall 

sound and time shall be no more…” 

__________________________ 

3.“Fast falls the eventide; The darkness 

deepens: Lord with me abide!” 

__________________________  

4.“I see the stars, I hear the rolling thun-

der. Thy pow’r thro’-out the universe 

displayed.” __________________ 

5. “Let the water and the blood, From thy 

wounded side which flowed…” 

___________________________ 

6.“I’m satisfied with just a cottage below, 

A little silver and a little gold…” 

___________________________     

7.“Taking children on His knee. Saying, 

let them come to me. ” 

___________________________ 

8.“No lovelier place in the dale, No spot is 

so dear to my childhood…” 

___________________________ 

9.“How they linger, How they ever flood 

my soul, In the stillness…” 

___________________________ 

10.“Some glad morning when life is oe’r… 

To a home on God’s celestial shore…” 

___________________________ 

11.“Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in 

my Savior, am happy and blessed…” 

___________________________ 

12.“I once was lost, but now am found. 

Was blind but now I see…” 

___________________ _______ 

13.“When upon life’s billows you are 

tempest tossed, When you are discour-

aged thinking all is lost…” 

___________________________ 

14.“See on the portals he’s waiting and 

watching. Watching for you and for me.”  

_______________________ 

15.“And that Thou bidst me come to 

Thee, O Lamb of God, I come! I come.” 

___________________________ 

16.“The emblem of suffering and shame,”  

__________________________ 


