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Before we engage God’s Word today, I need to correct something I said last weekend.  I said we’d resume 
our study of Daniel in two weeks. I misspoke.  Due to vacation schedules in two weeks we’ll begin a 
summer series on the seven “I Am” statements of Jesus. I’ll be doing four of those and our staff the 
remaining three. Then I’ll be on sabbatical in August.  So, we’ll return to Daniel in September and finish our 
study before Thanksgiving. 
 
This Father’s Day weekend I’m going to speak to dads.  That doesn’t mean everyone else should check out!  
Those familiar with Scripture know when it speaks to a specific audience it still speaks to us all. 
 
Our text today is…  
 
Ephesians 6:4 - Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord. 
 
I’m going to focus on those last four words - “instruction of the Lord”- in a teaching I’ve titled… 
 
Title:  The Invisible Cloak 
 
 When Jesus preached, He preached for results!  He didn’t invite His audiences to debate; He invited them 
to a decision; the decision to take up God’s truth and live by it. 
     
Toward that end He often fashioned His sermons around a single memorable image: a prodigal son; a 
woman searching desperately for a lost coin; a compassionate Samaritan.  Jesus knew images capture our 
attention, help us grasp spiritual truth, and translate His words into decisions. 
    
Today I want to follow Jesus’ example by employing imagery; specifically a scene from the 2004 Academy 
Award winning film “Crash” - a tale of racial and social tensions in Los Angeles. One of the film’s more 
admirable characters is Daniel Ruiz, a Mexican American locksmith.  When a stray bullet strikes his young 
daughter’s bedroom window, Daniel moves his family to a safer neighborhood. But fears move as easily as 
families, and Lara’s fears follow her. One night, after hearing a loud bang, she retreats under her bed, 
where Daniel finds her, and gives her an invisible "cloak." Please watch the scene… 
 

Show 4-minute film clip 
 
Daniel’s daughter had learned something we all learn at an early age, even if we can’t convey it in words: 
 
1.  The world we currently experience is not the world God intended.   
 
Because of humanity’s rebellion against God it’s filled with sounds no child or adult should ever hear - the 
sounds of sirens, sorrow, and suffering; the sounds of division, depression, and desperation; the sounds of 
prejudice, hatred, and violence.  And worst of all - the sound of spiritual lies. These are the things that go 
bang in our nights! 
   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles,_California


Thankfully we don’t have to seek refuge under the bed!  God offers us an invisible cloak; one that will 
protect us from things that go bang in the night.  Those who wear it can live with clarity, certainty, 
confidence, and courage. 
  
What is this invisible cloak?  I’d like to suggest… 
 
2.  God’s invisible cloak is the biblical worldview that interprets all things through the lenses of His revealed 
truth.   
 
It’s more than disconnected pieces of Biblical material - a story here; a verse there!  It’s God’s start-to-finish 
narrative of human existence; the narrative of creation; humanity’s tragic rebellion; God’s loving response 
in Jesus, the cross, and the resurrection; redemption by grace; the church; and the final restoration of 
creation and those who believe.  It’s the story that enables us to think biblically and live abundantly; to 
discern evil, answer life’s deepest questions, and trust Jesus when things go bang in the night! 
    
God’s invisible cloak is best offered early, because the earliest pictures and stories a child encounters are 
the ones most likely to stay with them for life; and the ones most likely to influencing their thoughts of 
God.  But like Lara, 
  
3.  Children can’t find peace in God’s invisible cloak unless someone lovingly and intentionally offers it to 
them.   
 
In that sense, the tender gesture of Daniel Ruiz captures the heart of God - and the assignment of every 
Christian father. 
 
4.  God not only calls fathers to help their children become mature adults; He calls them to help their 
children become mature biblical realists.  
 
People who can make sense of the world and make sound judgments in the world because they understand 
what’s going on.  They understand the fruits of heaven and hell co-exist in this world and God created the 
former - not the latter.  They understand faith doesn’t remove current evil, but it does offer endless 
opportunities to experience God’s love and express God’s grace.  They understand we’re headed for an 
eternal neighborhood where there is no gunfire. 
  
Our text reminds us… 
  
5.  The invisible cloak is given through continual instruction and consistent demonstration. 
 
In both talk and walk. 
 
Instruction that isn’t echoed in example, or instruction that’s harsh, incomplete, or inconsistent produces 
angry children - crushed in spirit - and tough reclamation projects for the church!  In short, 
 
6.  Fathers may tell, but they will not teach unless they practice what they preach.  
  
When Daniel found Lara under her bed she was cloaked with fear. It could easily have become her 
permanent covering had her father not offered her an alternative. 
 



7.  If we don’t offer children the invisible cloak of faith, they won’t go about naked. They’ll cover themselves 
with the cloak of lies offered by the world.  
 
Lies birthed by the father of lies. Lies peddled by a corrupt culture that tolerates anything but truth; 
educational systems severely compromised by unbelief; the lyrics of popular music; the narratives of 
popular entertainment; and the counsel of misguided friends. Foremost among such lies in our culture is 
the belief that truth and reality are determined by our feelings! 
 
Godly fathers teach their children our feelings are not God!  God is God.  Our feelings do not define God.  
God defines Himself in His Word.  Our feelings don’t define truth.  God’s Word defines truth.  Our feelings 
are merely echoes and responses to what our minds perceive.  And since unbelievers can’t perceive God’s 
reality, and believers currently only see in part, our feelings are often out of sync with reality and the truth.  
Fathers must teach their children… 
  
8.  We’re not called to bend God’s truth to accommodate our feelings; we’re called to submit our feelings to 
God for His correction.  
 
To ask Him to purify our perceptions and transform our feelings so they’re in sync with His truth.  No child 
figures that out on their own! They need intentional, consistent instruction. And they need an image that 
will help them grasp the truth. That’s why… 
 
9.  God calls fathers to provide a compelling image of righteousness.   
 
My father did that for me.  He didn’t do it perfectly.  No man does. But he did it consistently. 
 
I want to close with a final image. Later in the film Daniel is approached by a frustrated Iranian store owner 
whose store has been robbed repeatedly. He wants Daniel to reimburse him, believing the break-ins were 
the result of Daniel’s failures as a locksmith, rather than the rusty hinges on his shop door. He’s armed and 
agitated. 
 

Show 1:20 video clip 
 

The Iranian store owner didn’t realize his gun contained blanks.  But neither did Lara.  She rushed to her 
father’s aid because she believed the invisible cloak was a really good cloak.  And it was!  It transformed her 
fear into courage.  And God’s invisible cloak is even better!   


