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Week 43 
 

Our Enemy 
 

Tiana and Tiara are twin sisters in LaToya’s second grade class.  They like to 

gang up on the other girls and often make “promises” that LaToya has every reason to 

believe they will keep.  The twins are really into a TV show that LaToya is not allowed to 

watch.  It’s called “Monster Girls.”  There is a line of Monster Girls dolls that has been 

released and is in all the stores.  Tiana and Tiara have decided that they want these dolls.  

So they have demanded that each of the girls in LaToya’s class bring them a doll the next 

day.  If the girls don’t comply, the twins will beat them up after school.  And the girls are 

NOT to tell anyone about the threat or who the dolls are for.  LaToya believes that the 

twins will do as they say and she is scared.  She does not have money to buy a doll and 

she knows her parents would not let her buy one even if she did.  When LaToya gets 

home from school her mother notices that she is upset.  Her mom asks her about her day 

but LaToya doesn’t know quite what to say.  Should she tell her mom or not?  

Absolutely!  If there is anyone she can trust, it’s her parents.  She tells her mom the 

whole story and how scared she is.  LaToya doesn’t see any way out of this mess.  But 

her mom doesn’t seem upset at all. 

Her mom gets her Bible and reads the story of David and Goliath out loud.  She 

explains to LaToya that our enemies try to use our weaknesses against us.  Goliath used 

fear.  But David knew God and his Word and trusted Him completely.  He was able to 

defeat Goliath by being strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Mom asked LaToya 

what the twins were using against the girls.  That was easy, since LaToya was so scared 

she knew it was fear.  Mom asked what weapon LaToya could use against fear.  Hmm, 

what about a Bible verse?  Mom and LaToya found 2 Thes. 3:3, “But the Lord is faithful, 

and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” 

The next morning Mom prayed with LaToya and then drove her to school.  

LaToya was armed with God’s word and covered in prayer.  Just as expected the twins 

were waiting on the front steps of the school for the girls to arrive.  Mom waited in the 

car as LaToya walked towards the school.  The twins moved into LaToya’s path and 

demanded a doll.  LaToya was able to calmly tell the girls that she had told her mother 

everything.  She told them that if the twins harmed anyone she and her mother would go 

straight to Principal Davis with the whole story.  When she finished speaking she noticed 

that many of the other girls from her class were standing behind her.  One spoke up and 

said, “and we will all go with them as witnesses.”  From that day on the twins left 

LaToya and the other girls alone.  But the best part was that LaToya had learned a 

valuable lesson about how to handle enemies. 



Monday: We are at war.  Whether we like it or not, as Christians we are living in a war 

zone.  This is a war that rages on all around us, every day and every night.  Most of this 

war we cannot hear or see, but we are right in the middle of it.  This is called spiritual 

warfare because it is happening in the spiritual realm all around us.  Read Ephesians 

6:11-13.  And so each of us is faced with a choice.  We can try and keep out of sight, and 

even run away and try to hide.  But in this war, running and hiding is a surefire way to get 

seriously injured.  So the only thing we really can do is take a stand, and fight.  As a 

believer, we are soldiers in the army of God, and He wants us to stand and fight for Him.  

Do you remember Ephesians 6:10 from last week?  We don’t need to be afraid because 

we have the mighty power of God to help us! 

 

Tuesday: God has not left us unprotected or in the dark about what we are up against.  

Read Ephesians 6:11-13 again.  Here, we read of three things God has done to help us 

prepare for battle.  This week we’ll talk about what God tells us about our enemy (verse 

11).  Who is this enemy?  Yup, the devil also known as Satan.  Satan is a powerful enemy 

who we could never hope to defeat on our own.  (Although Jesus defeated Satan by dying 

and rising again, Satan is still free in our world to try to deceive us.)  The good news is 

that we do not have to stand against Satan, just against his wiles (or tricks).  We do not 

have to wonder what kind of attacks or tricks Satan has prepared to use against us.  God 

has shown us just how the devil works in His Word.  In Luke 4, we see that Satan used 

three types of temptations.  Satan wanted Jesus to turn stone into bread when Jesus was 

so hungry, which is giving place to the flesh.  In other words, it is doing what we want to 

satisfy ourselves instead of obeying God.  Next, the devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms 

of the world.  This temptation was based on what Jesus could see and tempted Him to sin 

to gain all those kingdoms and their beauty.  Lastly, the devil tempted Jesus to throw 

himself down from the pinnacle of the temple in order to show the world that he was the 

Messiah and prove that God was working for Him.  The devil appealed to pride to try to 

get Jesus to sin.  Those are the three ways Satan tempts us.  So now we know how our 

enemy works.  The question is how do we stand against his tricks? 

 

Wednesday: Read John 8:44.  Jesus said to the Jews who opposed Him, "You are of 

your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him 

Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of 

lies.”  This tells us something very important about our enemy.  He is a liar!  All of 

Satan’s temptations revolve around twisting the Word of God.  That is how he tempted 

Eve in Genesis 3, the way he tempted the Israelites in the wilderness, the way he tempted 

the kings of Israel, the way he tempted Jesus in the wilderness, and that is the way he 

tempts us.  Our problem is that Satan uses a twisted version of God’s word to tempt us.  

So, what defense do we have?  The answer for all of Satan’s tricks is to read and 

memorize God’s word.  That’s it.  A simple solution for a difficult problem.  When Satan 

tries to attack using the Word of God against you, you just have to know what the Word 

of God really says and use it to defend yourself against his wiles. 

 



Thursday: What happens when we do not know God’s word well?  Let’s take a quick 

look at Eve’s sin in the garden.  Read Genesis 3:1-5.  Satan’s most effective trick is to 

twist the Word of God, and raise doubt about what God has said.  Eve made a mistake 

when she said, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 

and you must not touch it, or you will die.”  Those were not God’s exact words.  What 

did God really say (Genesis 2:16-17)?  Eve added, “and you must not touch it.”  

Unfortunately, Eve did not remember exactly what God had said and so Satan was able to 

lead her into sin.  This is why it is so vitally important to know the Word of God.  This is 

why it is so important to be studying the Bible every day, to attend a church where the 

Word is faithfully taught, and to learn good Bible study methods.  If you don’t know the 

Word of God, and you don’t know how to correctly handle the Word of God, you will be 

an easy target for the devil just like Eve was. 

 

Friday: Enemies look for weaknesses before attacking.  They get to know those they 

want to attack ahead of time.  When it is time to attack they go right for the weakness.  

Satan operates the very same way.  He tries to tempt us in areas where we are not strong, 

twisting God’s Word against us.  But because God has shown us how the enemy works 

we can be prepared to stand and fight. 

 

Using the S.O.A.P. method write out your own devotion about Ephesians 6:11-12. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank you that you have shown us in Your word who are 

enemy is and how he works.  If I don’t know Your word well, I can not successfully resist 

the devil and his temptations.  Help me to love your word, Lord God.  Help me to read, 

study and memorize it so that when Satan tries to trick me I can use Your word against 

him.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


