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Week 37 
 

Equipping the Saints 
 

Sierra loves to read.  She is always amazed at how an author can weave a story 

through the pages of a book and bring it to a climax and then a conclusion.  Sometimes 

there are so many twists and turns throughout a story that the ending is a complete 

surprise.  Other times the story is more straightforward and the ending is easier to guess, 

but the book is just as good.  That’s one of the things Sierra loves about the Bible, too.  It 

is not just a large book full of smaller books, chapters and verses all in random order.  

God’s story is woven through the pages of the Bible.  And in books like Ephesians Paul’s 

teaching keeps building upon the previous truths he has shared.  One truth built upon 

another and another, laying the foundation first and then building.  No matter how many 

times Sierra reads the Bible she always notices something new.  That’s what makes the 

Bible so fascinating to read!  The pages are the same each time, the stories are the same 

each time, even the letters are the same each time, and yet, there is always something new 

to learn! 

 

Monday: To review just a bit, Paul has shown us in the book of Ephesians that God has 

brought two groups of people together with one plan of salvation.  What two groups did 

God bring together?  Yes, the Jews and the Gentiles.  The Jews being God’s chosen 

people were "near" to God, while Gentiles were "far off." Through Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, both groups are now joined together as one people.  Paul used two pictures 

to show the joining together of two peoples into one and the resulting closeness with 

God: Jews and Gentiles form one body with Christ as its head, and one building with 

Christ as its cornerstone.  We have also learned that as we walk worthy of our calling, the 

Church becomes united under Jesus.  The unity that the Church has in Jesus is part of 

God’s grand design.  But Unity is not something that the Church can bring about on its 

own.  How do you think God brings unity to the Church? 

 



Tuesday: Read Ephesians 4:7 and 4:11.  Verse 7: “But each one of us has received a gift 

of grace.  These gifts are given to us by Christ.”  Verse 11: “So Christ himself gave the 

gift of the apostles to the church.  He gave the prophets and those who preach the good 

news.  And he also gave the pastors and teachers as a gift to the church.” 

Jesus has equipped His church with gifts.  He has gifted some to be apostles, some to be 

prophets, some to be evangelists, some to be pastors, and some teachers.  In these verses, 

the gifts given by Christ describe various leaders, whose job it is to train all the saints.  

The leaders are gifted to lead and they themselves are a gift from Jesus to the Church.  As 

we look at these gifts, think of a hand. 

 

• An apostle establishes and builds churches; he's a church planter.  He is the "thumb," 

the strongest of all of the fingers, able to touch every finger. 

 

• A prophet works as God's mouthpiece, speaking for God like Isaiah did.  The 

prophet is the "index finger," or pointer finger.  He points to the future and points out 

sin. 

 

• An evangelist is called to be a witness for Jesus Christ.  He preaches the gospel to 

those who are not part of God’s family and brings many into the Kingdom.  He is the 

"middle finger," the tallest one who stands out in the crowd. 

 

• The pastor is the shepherd of the people.  He is the shepherd of the sheep, called to 

oversee, nurture, guide, comfort and protect.  The pastor is the "ring finger."  He is 

responsible for his “flock” or local congregation. 

 

• The teacher and the pastor are often a shared job, but not always.  The teacher 

grounds the church in truth through teaching the principles of the Word of God.  The 

teacher is the "pinky finger."  Though he may seem small and not as important, he is 

designed to be a shining light of the Word of truth. 

 

 

These gifts all involve communicating God's truth.  They are all gifts given to the church 

for its good and to bring others into the Church.  Why do think a hand is a good 

illustration of these gifts?  (Think of fingers and thumb working together when we use our 

hands.)  How do you think these gifts create unity in the Church? 



Wednesday: Every person following Jesus has an important part to play in advancing the 

kingdom of God.  Read Ephesians 4:12-13.  Why did God give the Church apostles, 

prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers?  These special ministers help to strengthen 

the bond between God and His people.  And they are given for the equipping of the 

saints.  Equip describes supplying with the items needed for a particular job or purpose. 

“Saints” are a group of people set apart for the Lord and His kingdom.  That’s each of us!  

So in other words, these ministers are given to the Church so that they will prepare God’s 

people to serve.  They teach God’s Word so that God’s people will be built up in the 

Christian faith, strengthened, and taught truth and how to apply it.  Then they will be 

ready and able to serve wherever God calls them.  Once we are equipped we can do our 

part in advancing God’s Kingdom (think of an army moving forward in battle and taking 

ground from the enemy). 

 

Thursday: Read Ephesians 4: 7-13.  When you think of Jesus, which of the gifts we 

have been learning about did He have?  Did you answer “all of them?”  In Jesus we can 

find all five giftings.  Jesus was an apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor/shepherd and 

teacher in His ministry here on earth.  In Him all the gifts are wrapped up and we can see 

them throughout the gospels.  Take some time to think about all you have read in the 

gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Can you find one example of Jesus being an 

apostle, a prophet, an evangelist, a pastor or shepherd, and a teacher?  Write your answers 

in your notebook.  How do you think these gifts helped Jesus to bring unity to His 

followers during His time on earth? 

 

Friday: Each Christian is given a spiritual gift(s) according to the Lord’s choice. 

Spiritual gifts are given for the building up of the body of Christ (the Church).  It is 

important to remember that it is God (not us) who chooses the gift(s) each Christian will 

receive.  Every Christian will have at least one gift, but some may have more.  Although 

no Christian will have all the gifts like Jesus did.  Read Ephesians 4:1-6.  Write out your 

own devotion using the SOAP method. 

 

Sample Prayer: Lord God, thank you for the gifts you have given to the Church, the 

faithful men and women who help equip the saints to serve and grow your kingdom.  

Thank you that as we are built up in the Christian faith, strengthened and taught the truth 

of Your Word and how to apply it, it helps the Church to be united.  In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 


