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Week 32 
 

Approaching God 
 

The latest assignment in Language Arts is to write a paper about meeting a 

famous person and Clarissa is excited.  As soon as the teacher told the class about the 

assignment Clarissa knew just who she would write about-Her Majesty, the Queen of 

England.  Clarissa hopes to meet the queen in person one day and as she researches for 

her paper she finds out some interesting facts about meeting the queen.  Clarissa found 

out that no person who is not royalty can touch the queen.  Men must bow their head and 

women curtsy when meeting the queen to show respect.  If invited to dinner you must 

follow the queen when eating.  You can start eating once the queen starts and finish the 

meal when the Queen finishes.  You cannot eat once the queen is finished.  You can’t 

offer or ask the queen to shake hands.  If she wants to shake hands she will raise her hand 

towards you.  You cannot walk in front of the queen.  You can walk beside her or behind 

her.  One thing someone should never do in front of the Queen of England is taking a 

seat.  If you don’t stand when the queen enters the room, it’s considered extremely 

disrespectful.  Clarissa found that when meeting royalty, the queen in particular, certain 

rules must be followed to show the proper respect and honor.  As Clarissa thought about 

royalty she thought about God.  She learned in her Sunday class that even though we can 

come to God anytime as our Heavenly Father we must always show Him the proper 

respect and honor.  So was approaching God the same as meeting the queen?  Clarissa 

knew the answer to that question was, no.  Because of Jesus’ work on the cross we can 

come before our Father freely and without being afraid as one of His very own children. 

 

Monday: If you had to tell someone about God, who knew nothing about Him, what 

would you tell them?  Take time to think of all the words that you would use to describe 

God.  Write your thoughts in your notebook.  Did you think of words like majestic, 

awesome, holy, righteous, compassionate, powerful, forgiving, wise, love? 

 

Tuesday: Read Ephesians 3:11-12.  Because of all that Jesus did for us we are able to 

come to God and speak to Him as our Heavenly Father.  We can come to Him freely and 

without fear.  Why do you think that Paul wrote to the Ephesian believers that they could 

come to God freely and without fear? 



In Exodus chapters 19-20 we can read about a time when the Israelites prepared to 

approach God at Mount Sinai.  Meeting with God was a very special occasion.  God gave 

the people instructions to cleanse themselves for three days, not to come too close to the 

mountain, and to wait for the trumpets.  God was so mighty that He could not be 

approached directly.  On the day of the meeting God came close to the mountain, 

appearing as a stormy cloud, with thunder and lightening.  Suddenly a loud trumpet blast 

filled the air.  The mountain shook.  The people were very afraid. They feared for their 

lives.  God called for Moses and Aaron to come to the mountain so He could give them 

the law.  Moses acted as a go-between.  He spoke to God for the Israelites, and told the 

Israelites what God's will was.  At that time only Moses spoke to God for the people and 

spoke to the people for God.  But because of Jesus’ work on the cross, things are different 

for us.  We don’t have to be afraid to approach God, instead we can talk to Him freely 

and without fear. 

 

Wednesday: Have you ever thought of God as someone who is there to listen to you tell 

Him all the things you want and then make sure you get them?  God is far above us in His 

thoughts and His ways.  He is not a genie who grants wishes or a Santa who we give our 

wish list to.  Read Romans 8:14-17.  In the Old Testament the Israelites were not able to 

approach God directly.  But because of God’s plan and how it was fulfilled in Jesus we 

can call God, Abba-Father.  “Abba” means something very much like “daddy,” or 

“papa.”  We are invited to talk with Him as a Father who loves His children.  That is 

pretty cool and also a great privilege!  So we do not need to be afraid.  But there is 

something we need to remember when talk to God.  God deserves our awe, respect, and 

honor.  Even though we call Him Abba, we need to be aware of both His majesty and His 

grace.  He is Almighty God, our Lord, our Redeemer and King.  So although we can 

come to God freely and without being afraid, we need to keep in mind who He is and all 

that He has done for us. 

 

Thursday: Read Ephesians 3:12.  In different words Ephesians 3:12 says, “Because of 

Christ and our faith in Him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s 

presence.”  To be bold means showing or requiring a fearless daring spirit.  And 

confidently means certain or confident of success.  So when we come to our Heavenly 

Father in prayer we can be without fear and sure that He will hear us and answer our 

prayer.  Read Ephesians 3:7-12 again.  Paul’s thinking about God’s eternal purpose and 

prayer is this: Prayer is the way by which the Church helps to bring about God’s will on 

this earth.  Our needs and wants that we bring to God are very important.  But prayer is 

so much more!  Paul calls us to prayer for believers, that the gospel may be spread 

throughout the entire earth.  It is God’s desire that all people hear the good news of Jesus.  

Prayer can help advance (think of an army moving forward in battle) God’s eternal 

purpose in Christ through the Church (that’s us!). 

 

Friday: How exciting to know that we as God’s children can approach Him boldly and 

with confidence.  We can approach God as our daddy or papa who loves us tenderly.  We 

can kneel before Him in awe and respect without having to be afraid like the Israelites 

were.  And as part of the Church our prayers can help God’s Kingdom to advance in His 

eternal purpose!  Write out a prayer to God about the devotions this week. 



 

Sample Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for all you have done so that I can come before 

you freely and without fear.  Thank you, heavenly Father for your plan and wisdom from 

before time that I am able to call you, Abba—my father.  Thank you that as part of your 

Church I can make a difference in prayer to help move your Kingdom forward.  In Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 


