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Week 31 
 

How Important is the Church? 
 

Jaimeson rides the bus to school each school day.  This year the kids on the bus 

are pretty wild.  Two bus drivers have already quit and the latest driver is an older 

woman, Mrs. Phipps, who reminds Jaimeson of his grandmother.  Jaimeson is pretty sure 

she will not last very long with the wildly bad behavior on the school bus. 

At the end of the first week with the new driver, after everyone has boarded the 

bus and is waiting to go home, Mrs. Phipps closes the door and stands to talk to the kids.  

When she has their attention she speaks to them with authority.  She tells them that if 

they choose not to follow the rules of the school district for bus travel that they will no 

longer be allowed to ride the bus.  The older boys in the back of the bus start mocking her 

trying to get the rest of the kids riled up, but to Jaimeson’s surprise the bus driver holds 

up her hand with a stern look on her face and the bus quiets immediately.  She tells the 

older boys that the younger children look to them for guidance.  They are the examples 

that others will follow and they can choose to lead by example for good or for bad.  She 

also tells them that they can be sure that their choice will have life long consequences not 

only for the younger children but for themselves as well.  She tells them to take the 

weekend to think over what she has told them and that she expects better behavior 

starting next week. 

 That Sunday in church Jaimeson hears a similar message.  His small group leader 

explains that the world is watching believers to see if they are just like everyone else or if 

they are different.  He tells them that as part of the church they have the privilege of 

showing what Jesus is like to those around them.  He explains that we all have a choice 

how we will live our lives and that we can influence others for good or for bad but to be 

sure that all choices and actions have eternal consequences.  He ends the class every 

week saying, “You have gathered as the church here now go and be the church out there.” 

 

Monday: When you think of “Church,” what do you think of?  Make a list in your 

notebook.  How many of the things you wrote down were positive?  How many of the 

things you wrote down were negative?  How many of the things that you wrote down 

were important?  How important do you think Church is in today’s world? 

 



Tuesday: Read the following opinion statement: “I believe the church of Jesus Christ is 

the most important force in the world today.  Its work is more important than all the 

governments and universities of the world combined.  There is nothing to compare with 

it!”  Is this how you think of Church?  Why or why not?  Now read the next statement: 

“The most significant event in human history was when the living God became a man 

and lived among us as the Lord Jesus Christ to bear our sins.  And since Jesus ascended 

into heaven, His church now shows Him to others on earth, even as He revealed God the 

Father when He was on earth.”  Do these statements change your opinion of how 

important the Church is?  Read 1 Timothy 3:14-16.  The statements above paraphrase 

Paul’s words in these verses.  Paul understood how important the Church was in his day 

and how important it would be long into the future.  If you think of “Church” as just a 

place to go on Sunday, do Paul’s words change your thinking at all? 

 

Wednesday: What do you think that God thinks about “Church?”  Did you know that 

God had a plan for the Church even before the beginning of time?  Read Ephesians 3:9-

11.  God kept His plan hidden in His mind.  No one else knew about it.  After Jesus went 

back to Heaven God revealed His plan to the leaders of the early Church many of whom 

were the disciples of Jesus.  Paul was one of those leaders who God revealed His plan to.  

What do these verses say God’s plan for the Church was?  “He wanted the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly world to come to know His great wisdom.  The church would 

make it known to them.”  Church is not just a building.  God’s Church is a body of 

believers that have important work to do for Him.  Like Paul we have the important 

task of showing God to the world and even helping heavenly beings to come to know 

God’s great wisdom! 

 

Thursday: Read Ephesians 3:9-12.  Paul wants his readers to understand just how 

important the Church is in God’s eternal purpose, so that we will give it the proper 

importance in our lives.  He wanted the Ephesians to understand what a great privilege it 

was that God had chosen them to be the ones carrying out His eternal purpose through the 

Church.  In today’s world, Church is not just a nice place to stop by on Sundays if you’re 

not doing anything more interesting!  The Church is God’s plan for making His wisdom 

known, not only on earth to unbelievers, but also to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places.  As a believer each of us is a part of the Church at all times not just 

when we go to church on the weekend.  So all that we do on earth as part of the Church 

affects eternity.  As you understand what the Church is and God’s plan for the Church 

does that change your thinking or how you choose to live in light of God’s eternal 

purpose? 

 

Friday: Believers may not fully commit to the Church because they’re too focused on 

themselves and they don’t understand the big picture of God’s eternal plan.  The Church 

is at the center of how God wants to change the world!  It is His eternal purpose to 

display His wisdom through His Church.  We can respond by committing ourselves to 

being the Church and praying for God to use it mightily.  Write a prayer to God about the 

devotions this week. 

 



Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father from before the beginning of time you had a plan for 

the Church.  Thank you that I am part of that plan.  Help me to understand that the 

Church is important.  In light of eternity it is the most important thing in life.  As I grow 

and learn help me to prepare for my part in your Church.  In the name of Jesus, amen. 


