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Week 28 
 

Appointed by God 
 

Rashid loves taking things apart and finding out how they work.  He is really 

good at fixing things.  But he is not so good at sports.  He does well enough to get by but 

is still one of the last kids to be chosen for a team in gym class.  And for some reason he 

is usually on the losing team. 

It is finally Spring and his class is going outside to play softball.  Rashid is 

excited.  Softball is his favorite game to play in gym.  And today his gym teacher actually 

chose him to be a team captain!  Woo Hoo!  Rashid can pick his own team so maybe he 

won’t be on the losing team again.  As Rashid looks over the boys deciding who he is 

going to choose for his team he sees the boys that are always chosen last.  It would make 

them feel so good to be chosen first.  Rashid is torn between wanting a winning team and 

giving the not-so-good boys a chance to be first.  He knows how great he would feel if he 

was one of the first kids chosen.  It’s his turn to pick.  What should he do?  Right then a 

bible verse pops into his head: Jesus replied, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul.  Love him with all your mind.’ This is the first and most 

important commandment.  And the second is like it. ‘Love your neighbor as you love 

yourself.’”  Rashid remembered the lesson in church class last Sunday about being 

appointed by God to glorify Him.  Rashid had his answer.  He began picking his team.  

Today those who were always chosen last would be chosen first. 

 

Monday: Read Ephesians 3:1-2.  As Ephesians Chapter 3 begins Paul reminds the 

Ephesian believers that he is in prison because he preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 

the Gentiles.  There were many Jews that still hated the Gentiles and would not accept 

that they were part of God’s plan of salvation.  It was these Jews who worked not only 

against Paul but against God and His plan for everyone who was not a Jew.  And so Paul 

finds himself in prison.  But Paul does not want anyone to feel sorry for him.  Paul 

actually did some of his greatest missionary work while he was in prison as he wrote 

letters to the churches—letters people still read today!  What have you already learned on 

this adventure through Ephesians?  How has this letter of Paul helped you grow in your 

faith so far?  Write your thoughts in your notebook. 

 



Tuesday: Read Galatians 1:15-16.  The word “appointed” means predetermined; 

arranged; set.  Paul didn’t choose to preach to the Gentiles, instead it was God who 

chose him.  In this verse we see three important things God did for Paul.  Even before he 

was born Paul had been set apart by God, chosen to preach about Jesus among the 

Gentiles.  God showed His grace by appointing Paul to do this important work.  God used 

Paul to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.  Just as Paul was chosen and 

appointed by God, we too have been chosen for the work He has planned for us to do.  

He has anointed us and is equipping us to be used for the advancement of His kingdom.  

Take time to pray today that you would truly understand that as a believer you are 

appointed by God.  He has already determined your steps.  All of your hope and trust 

should be in Him. 

 

Wednesday: Read John 15:16.  In this verse Jesus is speaking to His disciples.  He told 

them He had chosen them.  They did not choose to follow Jesus, it was Jesus who called 

each of them.  Next, Jesus told them that He appointed them.  That means that in 

choosing them Jesus set them apart or placed them into His service.  Lastly Jesus told 

them that He appointed them that they might bear fruit that will last.  First, what is fruit-

bearing?  And what was the fruit they were called to bear?  Bearing fruit means to 

produce fruit.  When an apple tree produces apples in the late summer it is bearing fruit.  

And what fruit was Jesus expecting His followers to bear?  First, the love for people.  

Showing the love of Jesus to others around them.  And then, telling others about Jesus’ 

love for them.  The disciples were to love people and help show people what Jesus was 

like so they would want to come to Jesus through Salvation.  Do you think that this verse 

applies to us as believers today?  If so, how do you think you can bear fruit in your life? 

 

Thursday: Each of us who has received Jesus as Savior becomes a citizen of the 

kingdom of God, part of God’s family, and is being built into a holy dwelling place for 

God.  Each of us has been chosen by God Himself and appointed by God--set apart to 

serve Him.  And each of us is expected to be fruitful.  So where do we begin to serve God 

and become fruitful?  Read Mark 12:30-31.  First we must love God with everything we 

are.  Getting to know God and loving Him is the foundation upon which we do 

everything else in life.  So first, we love God, then we love others.  It’s a circle.  By 

loving others we know we love God.  For the Christian, loving others is caring for people 

other than yourself.  Loving others is found in your attitude and behavior toward other 

people.  It is a choice to be kind, patient, gentle and good to people even when we don’t 

feel like it or even when they don’t deserve it. 

 

Friday: Being a Christian is so much more than receiving Jesus as one’s Savior.  In 

God’s word, Jesus is clear about one thing: our lives should glorify God.  We have been 

chosen and set apart to glorify God with our lives.  Paul was appointed by God to preach 

to the Gentiles about Jesus.  And, we too, have been appointed to live for whatever 

purpose God has chosen us for.  What is God’s purpose for your life?  First to love Him 

and then to love others.  And whatever else God may have planned for you, He has 

already begun preparing you.  Write out a prayer to God about the devotions this week. 

 



Sample Prayer: Heavenly Father, you chose me and have set me apart to love you and to 

love others.  Help me to grow in my faith and to learn to love you with all my heart.  Help 

me to love others even when I don’t feel like it or when they don’t deserve it.  Thank you 

that I am part of your kingdom, your family the church, and the your holy dwelling place 

on this earth.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 


