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Week 24 
 

Being a Peacemaker 
 

Shari is so excited for the start of the new school year.  This year she will be in 

the 5th grade.  5th grade is the last grade before going to Middle School so she and her 

classmates will be the oldest.  They will rule the school! 

Now, about a month into the school year, Shari doesn’t know what to do.  Most of 

the girls she hangs around with have been friends since the 1st grade.  They have always 

been a nice group of girls.  But this year many of them have really gotten into gossiping.  

They make it their business to know everyone else’s business and then spread gossip like 

it’s the flu.  Shari learned in her church class that gossip is usually spread behind a 

person’s back, sometimes is not entirely true, and can be very hurtful.  Sometimes it can 

even ruin a person’s reputation or their life.  And once the damage is done, it can’t be 

undone.  Shari also learned at church that we can be peacemakers.  We can spread 

goodness just as easily as gossip.  Kind words can strengthen and lift others up.  Shari has 

tried talking to her friends about gossiping but they are not interested in what she has to 

say about what she learned at church.  Shari is wondering what else she could do to help 

make peace before things get too far out of control. 

 

Monday: Read Ephesians 2:14-18.  How many times in these verses can you find the 

word “peace”?  What does the word peace mean?  In the dictionary we find 5 different 

meanings for the word peace: 

1.  The absence of war or other hostilities. 

2.  An agreement or a treaty to end hostilities: negotiated the peace. 

3. Freedom from quarrels and disagreement. 

4.  Public security and order. 

5.  Inner contentment; serenity: peace of mind. 

What type of peace are these verses in Ephesians talking about?  We see that Christ is our 

peace.  He gives us inner contentment and serenity.  He also was a peacemaker.  He died 

so that quarrels and disagreements between Jews and Gentiles would stop.  The Gentiles 

were not part of God’s chosen people so the Jews looked at them as outsiders and would 

not accept them.  He also preached peace to those who were far away as well as to those 

who were nearby. 



Tuesday: Read Matthew 5:9.  So what did Jesus mean by “make peace” or being a 

peacemaker?  A peacemaker is someone who actively pursues peace.  Peacemaking is not 

trying to give everyone what they want to make them happy.  Instead, it is working to 

produce right relationships in every part of life.  Right relationships between people and 

God, and right relations between people at home, school, work, church, in your 

neighborhood, and around the world.  Did you know that we, like Jesus, can also be 

peacemakers?  Jesus is the source of our own peace, but He can also empower us to help 

bring peace to the world around us.  Make a list in your notebook of any situations in 

your life that need peace.  Can you think of any way in which you can help to make peace 

in these situations? 

 

Wednesday: Being a peacemaker sounds really nice and good. But unfortunately 

peacemaking can be messy work.  It takes time and a lot of emotional energy.  And 

sometimes, peacemaking just doesn’t work despite our best efforts.  Peace in the Bible is 

always based on what is good (justice) and right (righteous) in God’s opinion.  Without 

these two things, lasting peace is not possible.  But not everyone wants justice and 

righteousness.  Sometimes that can make trying to be a peacemaker pretty difficult.  Read 

Romans 12:18.  Here Paul says, “If possible, live in peace with everyone.  Do that as 

much as you can.”  We are to live at peace with everyone, that is a pretty clear.  But 

notice the all-important phrase, “If possible.”  Sometimes peace just isn’t possible.  So 

when peace isn’t possible what do we do?  Write any solutions you think of in your 

notebook. 

 

Thursday: Since peacemaking can often be a messy and difficult job, we need help!  

Where do you think the first place we should go for help is?  Before jumping right in we 

need to go to God in prayer.  Why do you think prayer is a necessary part of 

peacemaking?  Read James 5:16.  You might remember from week 17 that the prayer of 

a godly person is powerful.  Things happen because of it.  With the help of the Holy 

Spirit our prayers can be powerful, moving to God to action on our behalf or on the 

behalf of others.  God uses prayer to accomplish His will in our lives, in the lives of 

others, and in the world.  So as a peacemaker prayer is important because we need God’s 

leading and His protection.  We need God to go before us and prepare the way and we 

also need God to prepare us.  We need God’s wisdom to know when to move ahead and 

when to wait.  We also need to make sure our own motives are right and that we are not 

trying to make peace on our own without God’s help.  Can you think of any other reasons 

prayer is so important for peacemakers? 

 



Friday: Let’s look at some of the qualities of Christian peacemakers: 

• Peacemakers have received Jesus as their Savior 

• Peacemakers pray 

• Peacemakers have God’s peace and know that God is the source of all peace 

• Peacemakers genuinely love others 

• Peacemakers help build trust between people 

• Peacemakers want to understand the real reason there is conflict 

• Peacemakers speak God’s truth with love 

• Peacemakers do not give in to fear 

• A peacemaker forgives 

• A peacemaker’s motive is to glorify God by helping people 

Write out a prayer to God in your notebook about the devotions this week. 

 

Sample Prayer: Dear God, there is a lot of trouble in our world and sometimes in my 

own life.  Help me to remember that in times of trouble that my peace comes from You.  

Help me to live in peace with everyone as much as I can.  And if there is any situation 

where I can help bring peace, give me the wisdom and discernment I need to be a 

peacemaker. 


